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Board of Directors
Ms. Carrie Bowen, Regional Director

California High-Speed Rail Authority

925 “L” Street, Suite 1425

Sacramento, CA  95814
comments@hsr.ca.gov
Date: December 2, 2009                                                                         Via- Emailed
RE: California High-Speed Rail Authority

 Agenda Items December 3, 2009
Agenda Item 12-B: Cover Memo Merced to Fresno
Agenda Item 12-B: Map Merced to Fresno
Agenda Item 12-B: Summary Memo Merced to Fresno
Agenda Item 13: Cover Memo
Agenda Item 13: Maps San Jose to Merced
Agenda Item 13: Summary Tables San Jose to Merced
Chairman Pringle and Members of the Board: 
We request that the board pull items #12-B and #13 from its December 3 agenda, go back to the community, present the material in these items, gather comment based on the public’s accurate knowledge of staff’s proposed alternatives, and hear the items again after having given the public adequate time to comment on staff’s concrete proposals.

We spoke with Carrie Bowen yesterday and were told that this report was only an information item. However, Bowen also said that staff would be presenting its two preferred routes, A2 and A3. She also said that entry-permissions had already been sent out to landowners in the A3 corridor. This indicates to us that the agency has already made a decision, taken action and is in a preliminary state of implementation. Yet, at that time, staff could not provide us with maps of any of the corridors or any materials regarding the Merced to Fresno corridor. 

We are taking this opportunity to write in order to express our opposition to the A3 corridor alternative beginning with the public process for the December 3 board meeting.

Failure to post materials for the agenda 72 hours before the meeting is a violation of the Brown Act. By listing this item as “informational only,” the authority is engaging in flawed public process because, in fact, staff’s report involves the decision to prefer two of the four routes and directs the focus of the board on A2 and A3. 
	12. Alternatives Analysis Update – Central Valley Sections 

Staff will present a brief update of the alternatives analysis process for the two sections within the Central Valley. 
	Carrie Bowen 
	I 

	13. Alternatives Analysis Update – Merced - San Jose Section 

Staff will present a brief update of the alternatives analysis process for the Merced - San Jose section. 
	Dan Leavitt 
	I 


In light of the more than $9-billion contribution by the people of the state of California to this project, if the board determines that the state Brown Act does not apply, we request to be given the statute on which the board’s decision was made. 

The area A3 proposes to pass through is agricultural and contains important biological resources that have already been impacted by surrounding development. San Joaquin Raptor/Wildlife Rescue Center has released state and federally protected birds in the A3 region for more than 35 years. Due to the Chowchilla River and the other tributary creeks, this area contains populations of wildlife found nowhere else in the Valley. 

Our concerns on Item 13 are similar, but more serious because of the wetlands and the Pacific Flyway for migratory species, particularly the bifurcation of connectivity of migration corridors for such highly endangered species at the San Joaquin Kit Fox. The rail authority is not engaging all the environmental stakeholders in the region. 
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