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Annual Meeting-October
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South Valley Caucus working
toward positive change
By Amy Fienen, Advocating for
Agriculture, Local News, Politics
July 5, 2016

Kings County Farm Bureau is working with other Valley Farm Bureaus to
ensure that the voices of local farmers
are heard in Sacramento.
The recently formed South Valley Caucus is made up of the Kings,
Fresno, Tulare, Kern, Madera and
Merced county Farm Bureaus. Execu-

tive directors and board members from
each group meet quarterly with representatives from the California Farm
Bureau Federation (CFBF) to discuss
hot button issues that directly affect
Valley farmers.
“KCFB is working closely with our
neighboring Farm Bureaus to establish
a unified voice on behalf of all Valley farmers,” said KCFB Executive
Director Dusty Ference. “By working

together and sharing our opinions and
concerns on relative issues, we have a
stronger voice in the legislative process.”
The caucus, which meets quarterly,
holds discussions on issues like water,
high-speed rail and ag-related legislation. By hosting meetings in the South
Valley about the South Valley, caucus
members have the opportunity to speak
to issues and how they directly impact

Farmer to challenge Clean
Water Act tillage ruling
By Mateusz Perkowski,
Capital Press
June 21, 2016

A California farmer plans to challenge a recent court ruling that he
violated the Clean Water Act by
tilling through wetlands in his field.
A federal judge has ruled John
Duarte of Tehama County, Calif.,
should have obtained a Clean Water
Act permit to run shanks through
the wetlands at a depth of four to
six inches, creating furrows prior to
planting wheat in a 450-acre pasture.
The ruling is significant for other

farmers because it undermines the
“plowing exemption” to Clean Water Act regulations, said Tony Francois, an attorney with the Pacific
Legal Foundation, a property-rights
group that represents Duarte.
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers claims the tillage operation on
Duarte’s property doesn’t qualify as
plowing because it “relocated earthen material into ridges,” unlawfully
raising the elevation of the soil in
the wetlands with “fill material.”
Under this interpretation, the
plowing exemption to the Clean

See Water Act; Page 3

this area. It allows participants to provide real-world examples to CFBF that
may be different from what the rest of
the state is anticipating or experiencing.
Christina Beckstead, executive director of the Madera County Farm Bureau, said she believes that the county
Farm Bureaus are stronger together
See SV Caucus; Page 3

Calendar
July
11

Board of Directors Meeting, 1:00-3:30 p.m.,
MCFB Ben Hayes Hall, 1102 South Pine
Street, Madera (559) 674-8871, info @ www.
maderafb.com

18

Piece-Rate Safe Harbor Protection Deadline,
info at www.fels.net

27

Ag Value Chain and Technology Strategy
Session, 2:00-6:00 p.m., Fresno Convention
Center Exhibit Hall in room 2000. RSVP to
Crystal Cooper @ crystal.cooper@fresno.gov

29 Fresno Grizzlies Madera County Employee
Night, Gates Open 6:05 p.m., Game Time 7:05
p.m. Contact Brandon Aurecchione (559)
320-2510

August
4

Forest Plan Revision Public Meeting, 6:008:00 p.m., Clovis, CA, For more info contact
MCFB (559)674-8871

25

Forest Plan Revision Comments due. Info @
fs.usda.gov

31

YF&R Awards Applications Due. Contact yfr
@cfbf.com for more info.

September

8-11 Madera County Fair
22-24 Ag In the Classroom Conference, Holiday Inn
Sacramento-Capitol Plaza. For more info

call (916)561-5625
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New MCFB Donors
MCFB would like to thank all of our
members who help support our work
through their voluntary contributions for
the month of July:

Mike Barker
Michael S. Naito
Robert G. Toschi
Tri-Iest Dairy
Victor Packing Inc.

To become a Donor
call 674-8871

New MCFB Members
MCFB welcomes the following new
Agricultural (producer), Associate
(consumer) Collegiate, and Business
Support members who joined in June:

NAME

Madera County Farm Bureau
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Advertising/Publishing
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products advertised in Madera County Farm Bureau.

P/C/B

Ethan Andrew, Madera, Consumer
John Bliss, Madera, Producer
Gary Cavallero, Madera, Consumer
Juan Higareda, Madera, Consumer
Ronald Jones, Madera, Producer
Martin Nonini, Fresno, Consumer
Matthew Nonini, Fresno, Consumer
Solar City, San Mateo, Consumer

Office Staff
Executive Director: Christina Beckstead
Executive Assistant: Jazmine Jackson

Editor
Jazmine Jackson
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Madera County Farm Bureau Members

Discounts for
Business members
•
•
•
•
•

Earn the lowest advertising rate
Free spot color in your advertising
No charge for ad design
First ad at discounted price
Business card listing in our “At Your Service Directory”  
while ad appears in newspaper
• Run your non commercial classified
ad at no charge for 3 months
Call Debra Leak for more information. Let Mid Valley Publishing assist
you in profiling your business and services to its greatest potential.

559-638-2244

Farm Bureau Membership Benefits
Insurance

Travel

Allied Insurance, Nationwide Agribusiness, VPI
Pet Insurance

Choice Hotels, Wyndham Hotels

News and Entertainment

Anderson Marketing, Farm Bureau Bank,
Farm Employers Laborers Service,
Land’s End Business Outfitters

AgAlert, California Country Mag & T.V.

Vehicles

GMC Trucks, Vans and SUV’s, Vehicle Rentals,
Avis, Budget, Budget Trucks, Hertz

Do-It-Yourself

Grainger, Kelly-Moore Paints,
Dunn Edwards Paints

Business Services

Health Services

Clear Value Hearing, Farm Bureau Prescription
discount program, LensCrafters, Preferred
Alliance
Contact the MCFB Office at (559) 674-8871
or www.maderafb.com for details.

President’s Message
Hello all! I hope
everyone is ready
for the Big Show!
Harvest is around
the corner, it’s amazing how quickly this
season is moving
forward. I hope most
of you or your emJay Mahil,
ployees participated in
President
our safety meetings,
conducted thorough
out the year. We just recently concluded our first Tree & Vine safety, during
my presidency that is, to make sure
we can help educate our members and
their employees about this very stressful and busy time, on harvesting safety.
We want to make sure everyone is safe
throughout the harvest and the year. As
we all get busy in the next few weeks, I
would advise everyone to please be on
the lookout for public meetings being
conducted by Madera County regard-

ing the white area growers, as part
of the new SGMA ruling. They just
conducted their first one in Chowchilla
on June 30th at the fairgrounds. These
meetings are very important for growers to attend because if your property is
not in a water district, the County will
be the governing body for the groundwater sustainability plan (GSP) for
your property. Grower input to them is
very crucial, and the County is willing
to listen and take any and all ideas back
to work as one. So please attend, and if
you need any info please feel free to call
the MCFB office anytime to get answers as this is a very difficult thing to
understand at first. On a final note, not
to get political, but after the defeat of
the Ag Overtime bill (AB 2757) on the
Assembly floor, the bill’s author, Assembly woman Lorena Gonzalez, gutted one of her active bills, that already
passed the Assembly, currently in the

See President’s; Page 6

Executive Director’s Address
First off let me
begin by extending
a huge thank you
to AMERICAN
GRAPE HARVESTERS (AGH)
and MIDLAND
TRACTOR for
helping put on our
Christina
Tree and Vine Safety
Beckstead, training last month.
Executive
Mike Fitzgerald
Director
(AGH), Mark Rollins (Midland), and
Darren Harper (Flory), did a fantastic
job explaining how harvest equipment
operated, what to be aware of and how
to be safe during harvest. Emma Perez,
with 3 Star Consulting, also did a great
overview of good agricultural practices,
night work, electrical lines, slips, trips,
lifting, back, tractor, hitching/towing
implement/PTO safety, lockout/tagout and heat illness. All in all, it was
a great training, and I hope that more
people will attend in the future. In the
meantime, please make sure to be safe,
and aware of the heat as temperatures
rise.

So what else is going on you may
ask…well as all of you are aware harvest is around the corner, and although
that means busy season for farmers, we
here at the Farm Bureau get a little bit
of a break, if you can call it that. We
are starting to prepare for our end of
the year…Budgets, elections, annual
meeting, etc, while still keeping a close
eye on SGMA, and how that is going
to affect our members, as well as bills
that will wreak havoc on agriculture,
such as the overtime bill. I won’t say
too much about the water situation
because that seems to be all I talk about
these days, but please make sure to
contact us with any questions regarding
the new legislation. MCFB is working
with the County and local water districts to keep everyone informed, and
active in the process. Public outreach
meetings are in the works as we speak.
Our Annual Meeting is fast approaching…We will have our first
Ag Harvest Celebration and Annual
Meeting in October at the Chowchilla
fairgrounds, but of course we cannot
make it happen without your help!

See Executive; Page 6
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Fresno Court Delays Piecerate
Safe Harbor Deadline

By Bryan Little,
Farm Employers Labor Service
July 1, 2016

On June 30, a Superior Court in
Fresno issued an order extending
the deadline for employers to file for

SV CAUCUS

Continued from Page 1

than they are on their own.
“The South Valley faces a variety
of challenges, which include a lack of
water, and if we take a stand together,
we are more likely to make waves,”
she said. “The South Valley needs to

piecerate safe harbor protection to July
18, 2016. If the court lifts the order
enjoining the Department of Industrial
Relations from enforcing certain parts
of AB 1513, employers will have an
additional 10 days to file: July 28, 2016.
The original deadline had been July 1,

2016.
The safe harbor was created by AB
1513, legislation passed by the California Legislature that became effective
on January 1, 2016. The safe harbor
was intended to protect employers from
liability for failing to properly com-

pensate employees for rest periods and
other non-productive time in the wake
of appellate court decisions in 2013 in
Gonzalez and Bluford that held that
employers must separately compensate

be heard not only in Sacramento, but
nationally. If we do not get the help we
need, who will feed not only California and the rest of the nation, but the
world? People need to realize that there
are many challenges ahead, and we can
only overcome them by being united.”
KCFB board member and Region
CFBF Representative John Ellis said

that because the six counties involved
in the caucus account for a majority of
the revenue derived from California
agriculture, they are uniquely positioned to present a powerful message to
CFBF.
“These six counties have more in
common with one another than we do
with other California counties, so par-

ticipating in the South Valley Caucus
gives us another chance to share with
the California Farm Bureau officers
and staff how particular issues affect
our region,” Ellis said. “I believe the
CFBF officers and staff remain dedicated to keeping the lines of communication open.”

WATER ACT

Continued from Page 1

Water Act would essentially be rendered meaningless, said Francois.
“There’s no way you can plow
without displacing soil from the
track of the plow into a little ridge
next to it,” he said.
Duarte has asked U.S. District
Judge Kimberly Mueller to reconsider her ruling, with a hearing on
his motion scheduled for July 1 in
Sacramento.
If the judge refuses to reconsider
the ruling, Duarte will request permission to challenge it before the
9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals,
said Francois.
“She didn’t really look at our evidence that all Duarte did was plow,”
he said.
In her recent decision, Mueller
agreed with the federal government
that by moving soil horizontally
across the wetland portions of his
field, Duarte unlawfully redeposited
it into the “waters of the United
States” and thereby “discharged a
pollutant.”
Duarte didn’t qualify for the
plowing exemption because he
was converting a pasture that had

Mateusz Perkowski/Capital Press
California farmer John Duarte, second from right, speaks with attendees at the
2016 American Farm Bureau Federation’s annual convention in Orlando, Fla.,
earlier this year. Duarte plans to challenge a recent ruling that tilling through
wetlands in his field violated the Clean Water Act.

long been used for grazing to grow
wheat, which meant that tillage
wasn’t an “established and ongoing”
farm activity on the property, according to Mueller.
Such an overly narrow understanding of the Clean Water Act’s
plowing exemption has “no basis”
in the actual statute, which wasn’t
intended to stop farmers from
changing what’s grown in fields that

include wetlands, said Francois.
Tillage operations would only be
prohibited under the Clean Water
Act if they were performed for a
non-farming use, such as preparing
a field for building construction, he
said.
The idea that growers must obtain
a Clean Water Act permit to switch
a field from grazing to growing
crops or planting an orchard is

See Fresno Court; Page 7

based on a misinterpretation of
the law by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, he said.
“They’re basically saying if you
want to deviate from what you’ve
been doing, you need our permission,” Francois said.
Duarte’s problems with the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers began in
2012, when the agency ordered him
to “cease and desist” tillage in the
field because it contained temporary
“vernal pools.”
He filed a lawsuit against the
agency claiming it had violated his
due process rights — an argument
that was rejected by the judge — to
which the Corps responded with
a counterclaim alleging the Clean
Water Act violation.
Because the judge hasn’t yet decided on a punishment for Duarte,
the litigation isn’t finished and so
he can’t appeal to the 9th Circuit
without her permission.
Such an “interlocutory appeal”
would be warranted in this case
because it has the potential to end
the lawsuit without having to go
through the “remedies” phase, according to a court document filed
by Duarte.
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––––––––––––– EDITORIAL –––––––––––––

California needs action now
on groundwater protection
The Editorial Board

Randy Pench Sacramento Bee
Legislation that would have had local government agencies create a process
for issuing permits to drill groundwater wells was pulled in the Water, Parks and
Wildlife Committee this week.

In some parts of the Valley, land has
subsided at an alarming rate due to
overpumping. A NASA study found an

area near Corcoran that sank 13 inches
in eight months. Rural residents have

See Groundwater; Page 7

LAND FOR SALE

Sale or lease 1,000 cow free stall dairy, wells, Water District, 176 ac. Lemoore, $3.5 m
1+/- ac. Hwy 198 &13th ave, Great Zoning Rural commercial, Hanford, $189,00
18 ac. Dover ave. and 12th ave, 3 legal parcels, New Well, Hanford, $711,00
20 ac. Paige Ave, House, Shop, Well & Water District, Tulare, $700,000
30.5 ac. Zoned PDM-1, Farm or Develop, Pixley, $1,527,000
39.69 ac. Cecil Ave, Open Land, Delano, $325,000
60 ac. Zoned PDM-1, New Well, Farm or Develop, Pixley, $3,600,000 to $1,380,000
Escrow
New 96.63 ac. Ranch Quality Soils & Water, NorthInHarris
ave. $3,140,475
143 ac. Almonds & Walnuts, Well, Water District-McFarland $5,710,089
In Escrow
148 ac. Hwy 41, 2 homes, shop, Lemoore Water Stock,
Lemoore $2,600,000
New 154.24 ac. Wasco Almond ranch, New Well & District Water $35k per acre
161.82 ac. Almonds-Pistachios, Wells, Water District, Delano, $29,508 Per Acre
437 ac. 18th Ave., Row Crops, Wells, Water District, Lemoore $11,580,500
475 ac. Blackwells N-E Corner Hwy 33, Kern County, $1,665,000
Doug Anderson Real Estate Inc. 559-686-3863 DRE 01226231
Dan Hoekstra 805-839-8292 DRE 01942198
Russ Waymire 559-977-6000 DRE 01763629
visit our website: www.dougandersonre.com

11233

NEED LISTINGS!-CALL US, WE KNOW QUALIFIED BUYERS!!

8798

As if California’s water supplies
weren’t already sufficiently imperiled, a
bill that would have taken a small step
toward groundwater regulation unfortunately has now stalled.
Sen. Lois Wolk’s Senate Bill 1317
would have slowed the speed at which
new wells are drilled, and denied permits for wells in critically overdrafted
basins until groundwater regulations
begin to take effect in 2022. But it ran
into opposition from agricultural interests and local government agencies.
Water agencies and farmers should
recognize the urgent need to better
manage the overuse of this precious resource. Groundwater is a major source
of potable water for homes and critical
to California’s $54 billion agriculture
production.
Prolonged drought has spurred a
scramble to drill new groundwater
wells. The results have ravaged the
Central Valley and pitted neighbor
against neighbor.

lost drinking water to deeper wells sunk
by neighbors in shared aquifers.
Wolk sought to require cities and
counties to create a process for issuing
drilling permits and to prove that new
wells would not cause an “undesirable
result,” such as subsidence, saltwater intrusion or an unreasonable lowering of
groundwater levels. The law was to take
effect on Jan. 1, 2018, and end in 2022,
or once a county established a plan to
sustain its groundwater.
Why wait six more years? As it is,
sustainable groundwater management
is proceeding at a snail’s pace. California is the last state in the West to
regulate groundwater; the Legislature
passed the Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act in 2014. But the
law forces local agencies only to create
plans for sustainably managing groundwater by 2022. Achieving sustainability
isn’t required until 2042.
Damage already has occurred to California’s aquifers from overuse. If the
state doesn’t get a handle on drilling in
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Scientists find deep aquifers in Valley
Under the Central Valley lies nearly
three times as much fresh groundwater and four times as much drinking water than previously estimated,
according to Stanford University
researchers.
The scientists calculated that the
Central Valley has 2,700 cubic kilometers of fresh groundwater if water
sources deeper than 1,000 feet are
included. Fifty-nine percent of that
previously unknown freshwater is
between 1,000 to 3,000 feet underground. Underground drinking water,
which had not been qualified in the
past, raise the groundwater total to
3,900 cubic kilometers.
Overall, 26 percent of underground
freshwater and 42 percent of underground drinking water sits below
1,000 feet.
The study by Professor Robert B.
Jackson and postdoctoral research
fellow Mary Kang is based on data
from 938 oil and gas fields and 34,392

oil and gas wells in eight counties,
including neighboring Fresno County.
Northern counties, such as Fresno,
had a larger proportion of deep freshwater than southern counties.
Unfortunately, some of that deep
water will have higher amounts of salt
than shallow water and would require
treatment before being usable. Pumping the water will also be more expensive due to the greater depth, and
would cause more land subsidence.
“Portions of the Central Valley have
already dropped by tens of feet as
shallower groundwater disappeared.
Some locations dropped by a foot last
year alone during the drought,” wrote
Jackson and Kang in their research
brief. “Subsidence permanently
reduces the ground’s ability to hold
water and can lead to costly upgrades
for canals, buildings and other infrastructure.”
Another concern is the risk of
groundwater contamination due to
pressurized fluid injections as part of
hydraulic fracturing (aka fracking)
and other oil and gas activities. Such

4 locations to
serve our customers
FASTER & BETTER







608 N. Gateway

8 SERVICE BAYS
TIRES MOUNTED IN 30 MIN
HUNDREDS OF TIRES IN STOCK
HIGH TECH EQUIPMENT
ALIGNMENT & BRAKES
FINANCING AVAILABLE OAC

209-723-1823

Nominating Committee Report, as
presented by the Committee Chairman, Dennis Meisner, Jr. on June 22,
2016, to President Jay Mahil.
As provided in Article V, Section 2,
of the corporation’s bylaws, the Nominating Committee of the corporation’s
board of directors reports that it has
nominated these persons to serve on
the corporation’s board of directors:
1. Ryan Cosyns
2. Nick Davis
3. Laura Gutile
4. Jay Mahil
5. Steve Massaro
6. Scott Maxwell
7. Neil McDougald
8. Jeff McKinney
9. Dennis Meisner
10. Tom Rogers
Any qualified person may be nominated for director by a petition signed
See Nominating; Page 16

Foster & Parker

INSURANCE

22800 Ave. 181/2

ACCROSS FROM PILOT TRUCK STOP





6 SERVICE TRUCKS
3 ACRES OF ROOM
24 HOUR ROAD SERVICE
NEW ACCOUNTS
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• Home • Farm • Business
• Auto • Health • Life

674-4678 674-6236

711 E. Childs Ave. - Merced

injections “occur below usable aquifers, but could drive saline water …
upwards into them.” Deeper sources
of drinkable water are especially vulnerable, the researchers said.
The oil and gas industry have drilled
into as much as 35 percent of the deep
drinking water reserves areas and
19 percent in freshwater zones. An
exception was Kern County, where
the highest percentage of oil and gas
actions were in freshwater areas.
Further study is needed, the researchers wrote, to explore the risks of
land subsidence and energy industry
contamination so that deep groundwater can be both used and protected.
“What we are saying is that no one
is monitoring deep aquifers. No one’s
following them through time to see
how and if the water quality is changing,” researcher Mary Kang in a public statement. “We might need to use
this water in a decade, so it’s definitely
worth protecting.”
The Stanford study was published
this week in the journal Proceedings
of the National Academy of Sciences.

1539 Robertson Blvd - Chowchilla

559-665-3704

SCH ETTLER TIRE
Since 1934

8940

SERVING THE LOCAL FARMERS FOR OVER 75 YEARS

Call for your FREE heat safety
training materials package
Steve Barsotti

674-8536

1643 N. Schnoor Ave • Madera
www.fosterparker.com CA Lic. #0551757

8941

By John Rieping
June 29, 2016

2017
Nominating
Committee
Report
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Valley groups, feds seek funds
to build Temperance Flat dam

By Robert Rodriguez
brodriquez@fresnobee.com

A coalition of local elected officials,
water districts, tribal members and the
federal government will gather Friday
to launch the application process to
help build Temperance Flat Dam and
Reservoir project.
Members of the newly formed San
Joaquin Valley Water Infrastructure
Authority will work with the U.S.
Bureau of Reclamation to complete the
funding application for the proposed
water project on the San Joaquin River,
in the Sierra foothills east of Friant
Dam.
The two groups will sign a memorandum of understanding Friday outside
the Old Fresno County Courthouse
overlooking Millerton Lake.
Mario Santoyo, executive director
of the authority, said the group will be
applying for a portion of the $2.7 billion in state water bond funds. As part
of the bond, successful projects will be
awarded a maximum of 50 percent of
the total cost of the project.
In the case of Temperance Flat, the
expected price tag is $2.8 billion.
Santoyo said the authority will be

asking for about $1 billion. The remainder of the funds will be requested from
Congress.
The deadline for the application is
July 2017.
Getting the help of the Bureau of
Reclamation was critical, Santoyo said.
“They have the technical documents
and a feasibility report that we will
need,” Santoyo said. “We don’t need to
reinvent the wheel. If we had to provide
that information it could cost between
half a million to $1 million.”
The authority was put together for
the purpose of applying for major water
bond projects. Its members include
representatives from Tulare, Fresno,
Madera, Merced and Kings counties,
along with the cities of Orange Cove,
Clovis, Avenal and Huron. Water
districts, including San Joaquin River
Exchange Contractors Water Authority and Westlands Water District, are
included, as is Table Mountain Rancheria.
If authorized by Congress, the dam
and reservoir would become part of the
federal Central Valley Project and create 1.2 million acre feet of new water
storage. That’s more than double the
current capacity of Millerton Lake.

PRESIDENT’S

EXECUTIVE

State Senate (AB 1066), and included
the Ag overtime language into it. So
now the Ag overtime bill is alive again
in the form of AB 1066. I encourage
all of you to please call or write your
elected officials and explain to them
how this law is very detrimental to agriculture and the employees we employ.
If you discuss this with your employees
and explain how you will now only run
an 8-hour shift, you’ll be surprised to
see their reactions. Please pass those
observations on to the elected. Thank
you and have a happy and safe harvest!

We will be hosting a family friendly
event, including a bounce house for
the kids, a keynote speaker, and of
course a prime rib dinner. We will
also be acknowledging our scholarship
winners, as well as local celebrities
such as the Farmer of the Year. More
details will be coming out in the next
week or two. In the meantime, if you
are interested in sponsoring the event,
please contact MCFB.
One last thing…you’ll see my
membership article, but I’ll mention
it here as well. We currently have a

Continued from Page 2

Continued from Page 2

The Fresno Bee

membership drive underway. New
agricultural members will be entered
into a drawing for a Yeti cooler, AND
members who refer those new comers will also be entered into a drawing
for a Yeti Tumbler and a gift card. So
please reach out to you friends and
family members who do not belong
to Farm Bureau and get them to sign
up! The drawing will be held at our
Ag Harvest Celebration and Annual
Meeting.
Until next time, stay cool and be
safe!
-Christina Beckstead, Executive
Director

interested in advertising?
contact:

Debra Leak
Mid-Valley
publishing

(559) 638-2244
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Join Farm Bureau during our Yeti Membership Drive
By Christina Beckstead

A commitment to Madera County
Farm Bureau is a commitment to the
future of Madera County’s ag industry. If you haven’t already joined the
County’s only ag advocacy organization, there’s no time like the present.
MCFB staff and board are always
recruiting new members, but from now
until October 22nd, all new agricultural
members and business members will
be entered into a drawing to win a new
Yeti cooler.
Current members who refer new
members will also be included in a
drawing for a Yeti tumbler and a gift
card.
Why should you consider joining
Farm Bureau you ask? Well supporting the industry that drives Madera
County’s economy just makes sense.
Amidst the challenges of water shortages, complex regulations and excessive
taxation, farmers need someone in their
corner more than ever, protecting their
rights and ensuring the future of the
family farm. Although you may not be
a farmer, chances are that much of the
food you eat is a product of something
grown or raised in Madera County. It’s
also a pretty good chance that you work
in an industry that is directly supported
by agriculture.
MCFB’s mission is to provide education, promotion and representation of
agriculture, and to advocate for those
who rely on ag to make their living
at the local, state and federal levels.
Whether through educational pro-

FRESNO COURT
Continued from Page 3

employees for rest and other nonproductive time.
It appears the Superior Court
granted this extension to allow time
for a hearing, now scheduled for July
18, 2016 on allegations raised in the
underlying lawsuit by Nisei Farmers League which questions the legal
validity of several features of AB
1513, in particular the meaning of the
phrases “other non-productive time”
and “directly related” in the context of
activity directly related to the produc-

grams, training classes, industry workshops, political activism or community
involvement, Farm Bureau exists to
support the local farmers who play a
pivotal role in supporting the Valley’s
overall economic health.
California has 53 county Farm
Bureaus that fall under the umbrella of
the California Farm Bureau Federation
(CFBF). Since its founding in 1919,
CFBF has grown to include 85,000
member families in California and supports 2.5 million jobs. These members
have come to rely on their local Farm
Bureaus to help consumers understand
where their food comes from, the
challenges associated with producing a
safe, affordable food supply and ensuring consumer confidence in California
grown products.
Everyone, not just farmers, is eligible
for Farm Bureau membership and the
many benefits it offers. All members
receive MCFB’s monthly newsletter,
“Agriculture Today.” Agricultural members also receive the weekly “Ag Alert”,
California’s number one agricultural
trade journal, along with electronic
communications that feature upcoming
events and local industry news.
In addition to these benefits, Farm
Bureau members receive a host of discounts on things like insurance services,
ag supplies, health services, vehicle
purchases and rentals, and travel and
entertainment deals.
The cost of membership is $200 for
agricultural members and $350 for
business support members. For more
tion of piece-rate compensated work.
Nisei successfully sought a temporary
restraining order against the operation
of the AB 1513 safe harbor deadlines
and requested a preliminary injunction
prohibiting the Department of Industrial Relations from enforcing the July
1 sign-up deadline; the December 15,
2016 back wage payment deadline,
and any requirements included in AB
1513 dependent on the phrases “other
non-productive time” or “directly
related.”
FELS subscribers and clients should
be advised that while this extension
means employers who have used

information about becoming a Farm
Bureau member, please call the MCFB

office at 674-8871 or visit our website,
www.maderafb.com.
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piecerate compensation may have
more time to decide whether to try
to utilize the safe harbor and to make
any neccessary preparations to do
so, the Superior Court has not (yet)
invalidated the safe harbor. The Court
also has not invalidated the new provisions (effective 1/1/16) of the Labor
Code requiring employers to pay piece
rate employees for rest periods at their
average weekly earning rate, and to
pay employees separately for other
non-productive time (i.e. safety trainings, moving from field to field).

GROUNDWATER
Continued from Page 4

basins already strained by drought and
overpumping, irrevocable damage could
happen in the next 20 years before
sustainability plans take effect.
Groups that opposed SB 1317 –
the Delta Coalition, the League of
California Cities, the California State
Association of Counties and others –
should consider the long-term harm
being done to this valuable resource.
Californians should be working toward
sustainably managing groundwater. The
sooner it is accomplished, the better for
everyone.
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Over 66 Million Trees Dead In California
By Gina Clngston
June 22, 2016

up the task force, whose efforts have
continued to focus on the coordinated
response. The task force has been working to provide for public health and
safety, as the dead trees pose a serious
public safety and wildfire threat.
A coordinated effort has been
underway to remove dead trees in
the 10 counties identified to have the
highest hazard. The 10 counties span
from Placer County down through the
Central Sierra to Kern County.

8858

SACRAMENTO — As
wildfires burn across California,
new estimates on the number
of dead trees in California were
announced, prompting continued concern for California’s forest health and wildfire danger.
Today, the US Forest Service
released the outcome of its latest
aerial surveys over California
forestland, finding that over
66 million trees have now died
due to drought and bark beetles
since 2010. That number is up
from 29 million in 2015 and 3.3
million in 2014.
“The sheer number of dead
trees is hard to imagine, but
it’s real and what we have been
anticipating for some time
now,” said Chief Ken Pimlott, Cal Fire
director and state forester. “We must
continue our work to remove dead trees
around roadways and critical infrastructure, while homeowners remove dead
trees around their homes.”
In October, 2015 Governor Brown
signed an executive order due to the
tree mortality, which created the state’s
Tree Mortality Task Force. Over 80 local, state and federal agencies, as well as
utilities and various stakeholders make

Southern California Edison and
other utility companies have
been removing hazardous trees
around their powerlines. All
while Cal Fire and US Forest
Service crews continue building fuel breaks and assisting the
counties in their efforts.
“The recently released estimates show the voraciousness
with which the tree mortality
epidemic is gripping California,” said Kevin Cann, Rural
County Representatives of California (RCRC) Board Member,
Mariposa County Supervisor,
and Member of the Governor’s
Task Force on Tree Mortality.
“The situation is dire, not just
Photo by Gina Clungston to those living in rural communities directly dealing with the
effects, but to all Californians
While county public works crews
impacted by the threat wildfires
have been removing trees along county pose to the State’s resources. The partnerships which have evolved between
roads, Caltrans has been hard at work
focusing on state highways. PG&E,

See Dead Trees; Page 10
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Photo by Kellie Flanagan

SR-41 Passing Lanes
Paving Starts Soon

By Kellie Flanagan
June 21, 2016

MADERA COUNTY — Travelers
can rest assured, knowing that blasting operations have concluded on the
Highway 41 passing lanes project now
under construction, according to the
Department of Transportation (Caltrans).
Caltrans’ Cory Burkharth confirmed
today — there will not be any more
blasting.
“This week the contractor is placing
aggregate base rock for the southbound
widening lane,” says Burkharth. “Next
week, the contractor is expected to pave
the northbound widening lane.”
Beginning the week that starts on
Tuesday, July 5, following the Independence Day holiday, Caltrans says
the contractor is expected to pave
the southbound widening lane. Once
Teichert, Inc. has completed paving the

southbound lanes, they should begin
paving the existing lanes.
The construction project adds passing
lanes in both directions along 1.7 miles
of State Route 41 just north of Highway 145 near the 22 Mile House, from
mile posts 11.7 to 13.4. The project also
includes construction of 8-foot outside
shoulders, a 4-foot soft median barrier,
both with rumble strips. Drainage culverts will be extended to accommodate
the passing lanes.
Contractor Teichert, Inc. has been
in business since 1887, and includes
Teichert Construction and Teichert
Materials. Various agencies have been
collaborating on this project for over
seven years, including Caltrans, Madera
County Transportation Commission,
and the County Public Works Department. The project is funded by the State
Transportation Improvement Program
(STIP) and locally through Madera
County.
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Draft plans look at future use
of national forests

By Kate Campbell
June 8, 2016

The future of national forests in California and the West is being shaped
in the first released plans that could
have far-reaching implications for how
public forestland is used.
To start, the U.S. Forest Service has
released draft environmental impact
statements and forest plan revisions for
Inyo, Sequoia and Sierra national forests, with plans for other federal forests
to follow. The release opens a 90-day
comment period.
The notice also listed a schedule of
public meetings and tribal forums.
Agricultural and forest policy experts
urged farmers, ranchers and private
timberland owners to attend.
“The plan documents will set regulations that will be in existence for the
next 15 to 20 years,” said Larry Duysen
of Sierra Forest Products in Terra Bella.
“It’s important they’re carefully analyzed and written comments submitted
before the Aug. 25 deadline.”
He said the public meetings will be
very important, because they provide
an opportunity to learn more about the
plans and make oral comments.
What the plans set forth will affect
future prospects for grazing, timber
harvesting, water production and water
quality, Duysen said.
Together, the Inyo, Sequoia and Sierra national forests encompass nearly
4.6 million acres of land—representing about 10 percent of the state’s total
forestland. The USFS calls the three
forests “early adopters” of a 2012 Planning Rule, meaning they’re among the

DEAD TREES

Continued from Page 8

the impacted counties, Cal Fire, Caltrans, PG&E, and many others while
dealing with this emergency to quickly
remove dead trees efficiently have been
vital to the success of this response.”
Officials are urging the public to do

first national forests across the country to implement the new regulatory
update requirement that applies to all
federal forests.
Forest plans have been required since
1976 under the National Forest Management Act, but plans have generally
not been updated for decades.
Draft plan documents identify the
Forest Service’s “preferred alternative”
for the Inyo, Sequoia and Sierra forests.
The preferred alternative, known as
Alternative B, would replace wildlandurban defense and threat zones with
a “risk-based wildfire restoration zone
and wildfire maintenance zone” to allow for “strategically located fuel reduction treatments along roads, ridgelines
and connecting areas with lower fuels
to support larger landscape-scale prescribed burning.”
Under the heading “Ecological Integrity,” the preferred alternative calls for
improved habitat for endangered and
protected species and old-growth forest
areas. It also calls for removal of some
large and old trees in areas designated
as wildfire-protection zones.
Alternative B emphasizes restoration of sagebrush habitat important
to the greater sage grouse in the Inyo
National Forest. It calls for continued
management of riparian conservation
areas and aquatic refuges, for expanding wilderness areas and adding more
miles of wild-and-scenic rivers. It also
identifies four additional areas—totaling 37,029 acres—for inclusion in
the National Wilderness Preservation
System.
Kirk Wilbur of the California Cattle-

men’s Association said his organization has a number of concerns with
the draft plans, including “reliance on
inadequate science” related to sensitive
species such as the Yosemite toad and
yellow-legged frog.
“We see those same species listed for
protection under the draft plan revisions,” Wilbur said, “and that suggests
managing for species with incorrect
science.”
He said California cattlemen worry
about increased restrictions on federal
land.
“We have seen time and again that
when wilderness areas are expanded
and wild-and-scenic river miles are
added, there’s a decrease in areas available for grazing in the national forests,”
Wilbur said.
The CCA stresses the importance
of reviewing the draft forest plans and
commenting, because they will have a
long-term impact on grazing on federal
lands, he said.
“This should be on the radar of all
our members using federal forestland,”
Wilbur said.
Sean Curtis, Modoc County natural resources analyst and county Farm
Bureau leader, said the draft plans
represent “the most important thing
these forest administrations will do in
the next 20 years, because everything
they do in the future will be tiered off
these plans.”
That means every timber sale, grazing
permit, recreational project and conservation project will come under the
forest plans now being revised, he said,
adding, “If you’re only able to work on

one thing, this is it.”
At the California Forestry Association, Steve Brink said forests face the
prospect of continued “megafires and a
massive insect and disease epidemic,”
worsened by the drought, and noted
that as much as two-thirds of the entire
USFS budget had to be diverted to
fire-suppression costs last year, rather
than forest management.
Because of increasing tree mortality,
lack of wood processing infrastructure,
closure of biomass plants and inadequate federal budgets, Brink said,
conditions for large fires “the likes of
which we’ve never seen before” are
building—but he said these conditions
aren’t addressed directly in the draft
forest plan revisions currently under
consideration.
The California Farm Bureau Federation and county Farm Bureaus recommend farmers and ranchers in forest
counties pay close attention to a process
that now affects three federal forests,
but will eventually impact all federal
forests in California and the West.
Curtis said county governments in
counties that include federal forestland
also need to be actively involved in the
forest plan revisions, because counties
have added interest and administrative
weight when it comes to how plans will
be finalized.
“Congress conferred additional status
to local governments because of the
enormous impact federal forests have
on local communities,” he said.
(Kate Campbell is an assistant editor
of Ag Alert. She may be contacted at
kcampbell@cfbf.com.)

their part as well as remove the dead
trees around their homes in order to
reduce their wildfire threat.
“It’s critical now that we are in fire
season that everyone living in these
high risk areas be prepared to evacuate before a wildfire breaks out,” Chief
Pimlott added. “If a wildfire burns in
an area with high tree mortality we

know that it will burn faster than many
residents may be ready for.”
In February 2016, Cal Fire awarded
nearly two million dollars in local fire
prevention grants for local projects
focused on the removal of dead and
dying trees in order to reduce the
wildfire threat around homes. Cal Fire,
CAL OES, along with the Tree Mor-

tality Task Force members, continues
to coordinate additional assistance to
help the public remove trees on their
property.
For more information on how to be
ready for wildfire and to learn how to
make your trees healthy and prepared
for bark beetles, visit www.ReadyForWildfire.org.
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California bullet train, Delta tunnels:
Jerry Brown’s pet projects face threat from ballot measure

By Paul Rogers
progers@bayareanewsgroup.com

Two of Gov. Jerry Brown’s favorite
projects -- building a high-speed rail
system and a pair of massive tunnels
under the Delta -- face a serious threat
if California voters pass a measure
heading for the November ballot.
The “No Blank Checks Initiative,”
bankrolled with $4.5 million from
Stockton farmer and businessman
Dean Cortopassi, would require a public vote on any state project in which
$2 billion or more in revenue bonds
would be issued. And since both the
bullet train and twin-tunnels projects
would most likely require that kind of
financing, voters could ultimately get a
chance to decide their fate.
Cortopassi’s initiative is one of more
than a dozen measures California
voters are expected to decide in No-

Rich Pedroncelli/Associated Press
In this Feb. 26, 2015 file photo, a full-scale mock-up of a high-speed train is
displayed at the Capitol in Sacramento, Calif.

vember -- the final list of which will
be announced Thursday by the Secretary of State’s Office. Among them
are proposals to legalize recreational

marijuana, tighten gun laws, eliminate
the state’s death penalty and authorize
$9 billion in school bonds.
Although it has received less atten-

tion than many of the others, Cortopassi’s measure could be the most
significant in the long term and have a
huge impact on the governor’s legacy.
It’s also setting up a major battle
involving taxpayer groups on one side
and labor unions and business organizations on the other -- the same interest groups that lined up against each
other 38 years ago when Californians
passed Proposition 13, the landmark
initiative that reined in property taxes
and required that voters approve taxes.
“I am concerned about my grandkids’
generation,” Cortopassi said. “There’s
too much debt in our state. I’m 79 and
my wife is going to turn 80. This isn’t
about us. It’s about the red ink, the
pension liabilities and the fact that the
state doesn’t pay its bills.”
Cortopassi began farming on rented

See Bullet Train; Page 12
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BULLET TRAIN

to decide such questions as whether a
series of university medical buildings
would qualify as one project if they
exceeded the $2 billion threshold.
The office added, however, in its
analysis: “In any case, there would
likely be relatively few projects large
enough to come under the measure’s
requirement of voter approval.”
Cortopassi, who donated to Republicans such as John McCain and Mitt
Romney in the past but is now a registered Democrat, says he doesn’t have
the resources to spend tens of millions
of dollars on TV ads. But, he said, he
is ready to weather the coming storm
from unions, corporations and other
opponents.
“They are revving up the Enola Gay
to bomb the hell out of this old farmer
in San Joaquin County,” he said. “This
goes after their cash flow. But I’m
trying to start a grass-roots, peoplewaking-up kind of thing. And I think
we can win.”
Paul Rogers covers resources and
environmental issues. Contact him at
408-920-5045. Follow him at Twitter.
com/PaulRogersSJMN.

Continued from Page 11

land 57 years ago east of Stockton. He
built a multimillion-dollar business.
Today he and his family grow cherries,
apples, walnuts and olives on 1,500
acres between Stockton and Lodi. They
also control Stanislaus Food Products,
a Modesto company that produces
canned tomatoes, pizza sauce and other
foods, and they grow rice, alfalfa and
tomatoes on 3,000 acres near Walnut
Grove.
Concerned about the state’s debt
-- which the Brown administration
estimates at $318 billion in health care,
pension liabilities, bond debt and other
obligations -- Cortopassi two years
ago took out full-page ads in major
newspapers. His ballot measure would
change the way bonds can be issued in
California, with the goal of having the
state accumulate less debt.
Bonds are like IOUs. The government sells them to investors to raise
money to build highways, dams,
schools and other projects. It pays back
the money with interest, over time.
There are two types: general obligation and revenue bonds. General
obligation bonds, which are paid back
from the state treasury, require voter
approval. Revenue bonds, however,
do not. The money to pay them back
comes from revenue generated from a
project. For example, if the state builds
a bridge, the tolls from motorists pay
off its costs.
To fund high-speed rail, California
voters in 2008 approved a $9.95 billion general obligation bond, but the
project’s costs have soared from $33
billion to $64 billion. One option to
fund the rest would be for the state to
sell revenue bonds paid back with fares
from riders.
Similarly, Brown has proposed a
$17 billion plan to build two massive tunnels, each 40 feet high and 35
miles long, under the Sacramento-San
Joaquin River Delta to make it easier to
move water south to farms and cities.
That would be paid for largely with
revenue bonds, funded mostly by rate
hikes and property tax increases on
water customers.
Cortopassi opposes both projects.
Opponents of his measure include

Rich Pedroncelli/Associated Press
File photo: Anglers try to catch fish along the Sacramento River in the San
Joaquin-Sacramento River Delta, near Courtland, Calif. A $15.7 billion tunnel
project promoted by Gov. Jerry Brown to build giant pipes underground to
ship water south from this river which feeds the delta, is splitting farmers and
politicians throughout the state

Brown, the California Chamber of
Commerce, the Silicon Valley Leadership Group and labor organizations
such as the State Building and Construction Trades Council.
They say the initiative doesn’t clearly
define what a project is and -- although
it is intended to exempt cities, counties and universities -- could slow or
block construction of projects like large
reservoirs and airports if local agencies
building them did so in partnership
with the state.
“This is not just about big projects at
the state level,” said Steve Maviglio, a
spokesman for the no campaign, which
so far has raised $707,000. “It erodes
local control and creates new hurdles
to local projects like bridges, hospitals
and water systems. It’s pretty sweeping. It’s another one of these initiatives
that if it sounds too good to be true, it
probably is.”
Cortopassi’s biggest ally so far has
been the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association.
“It’s like Proposition 13,” said Jon
Coupal, the association’s president. “If
you are committing the financial resources of future generations, it should

be put to a vote of the people.”
The nonpartisan Legislative Analyst’s
Office says courts would probably have

12811
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Travel Smart with Travel
®
Insurance from Nationwide

You’ve worked hard and saved for
your vacation. You deserve to have your
leisure travel protected.
Whether it’s a golf weekend, a family
vacation at the beach or a romantic
cruise, unforeseen problems may wait
just around the corner.
Canceled or delayed flights. Lost,
stolen or damaged luggage. Inclement weather. They can all derail the
best-planned travel itinerary. Not to
mention medical emergencies from

accidents or illness while you and your
family are traveling.
You can gain peace of mind when on
vacation -- with Travel Insurance from
Nationwide.
We offer multiple plans so you can
choose the coverage that best matches
how you travel. Here is an overview of
the key benefits you receive for each
type of travel insurance plan. More
information about each policy and
specific coverages can be found on the
website.
Cruise insurance plans with benefits
designed for ship-based vacations
• Cancellation for any reason available on certain plans
• Port of call itinerary changes made
by the cruise line after purchase
• Ship board service disruption
coverage – mechanical, fire, or other

At
Your
Service

covered issues
• Return home early transportation
change cost reimbursement
• Plus, benefits similar to single trip
plans
Single trip plans with coverage for
that one big trip – and one big travel
investment
• Trip cancellation / Trip Interruption
• Travel Delay
• Lost / stolen baggage or personal
effects
• Baggage delay
• Emergency medical expense
Annual (multi-trip) plans for frequent travelers with coverage that’s
ready to go
• Covers trips 100 miles from your
address and lasting no more than 30
days

• Emergency medical expenses
• Lost or stolen baggage and personal effects
• Travel delay
• Add trip cancellation and trip
interruption coverage to the base plan
for additional cost. It reimburses you
for certain expenses if you have to cancel your plans due to covered weather
events, illness, injury or other covered
conditions.
Travel insurance from Nationwide
gives you affordable, flexible plans and
peace of mind – and keeps you traveling smart. And don’t forget, Farm
Bureau members receive a 3% discount
on Single trip plans!
Learn more or get a quote at www.
travel.nationwide.com/cafarmbureau

For all your Service, Parts & Sales Needs

1100 South Madera Ave (Hwy 145), Madera

(559) 674-5661

RAISIN PAPER ROLLS

RAISIN GROWERS

Guaranteed
Call Chad Today! Quality &
Pricing!
Ph: 237-3819

Valley Feed

• Fuels
• Lubricants
• Propane

121 N. Gateway Drive
Madera, CA 93637

Tree & Vine Supplies
Ph: (559) 674-6735 • Fax: (559) 661-7200

1300 S. Gateway Drive
P.O. Box 1263
Madera, CA 93639

(559) 673-3597
(800) 421-3370
(559) 673-6608 fax

IRRIGATING THE VALLEY SINCE
1967
DESIGN THROUGH INSTALLATION
559-673-4261
559-674-4078

19170 HWY 99
MADERA, CA 93637
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June 27, 2016
Re: Ag Value Chain and Technology Strategy Session – The Third Wave
Dear Agribusiness, Food Processing, and Technology Leader:
Your colleagues and you are invited to attend a meeting of San Joaquin Valley agribusiness,
technology, financial, and higher education leaders on July 27th from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. to
identify how agribusiness industry knowledge, tech expertise and applied research and development
are being brought together to create opportunity for Valley business.
Steve Case, the tech power who introduced the internet to the general public through America Online,
has written a book, The Third Wave. We urge you all to read this thought-provoking book. For those of
you who may not be able to get to it immediately, we’re attaching a brief summary. The key points are
these: (a) technology, in particular the internet, will have an escalating influence on traditional business
and institutions; (b) companies will either be disruptors or disrupted; and (c) partnerships between
traditional businesses and tech experts will be indispensable.
Mr. Case started an initiavite called Rise of the Rest, which is intended to support the creation of
entrepreneurial ecosystems around the nation. At each stop on th Rise of the Rest road tour, the best
start-ups from the region are pitted against each other for a chance to win $100,000. The benefits
extend beyond the cash prize. Cities that have been on the tour have attracted attention from other
investors. Pete Weber, local Fresno business leader and statewide co-chair of California Forward, knows
Steve Case and plans to invite him to Fresno. Before doing so, we want to have a strategy session with
key agricultural, food processing, technology, financial and academic leaders to exchange ideas about
where the opportunities lie for tech-driven, agribusiness and food industry innovation.
That’s what this meeting is about. While we have planned a few expert panels to catalyze the
conversation, the meeting is really intended to be an interactive strategy session. We’d like agribusiness
leaders to come to the meeting with ideas on where there may be opportunities for technology-driven
innovation in their industry, and we’ll then ask tech experts for initial reactions on technical vability.
For example, agribusiness leaders may be interested in creating competitive advantage and reduce
product liability through improved product safety practices, and tech leaders may be able to offer ideas
on how to implement real-time monitoring of products from the field to the consumer’s refrigerators.
The meeting will be held at the Fresno Convention Center Exhibit Hall in room 2000 from 2:00 p.m.
to 6:00 p.m. on July 27th. Immediately following the stragety session, you are also cordially invited to
attend the kick-off reception for the Fresno Food Expo. The reception begins at 6:00 p.m. and will
alslo be held at the Fresno Convention Center.
Please RSVP for th Ag Value Chain and Technology stragety session and the Food Expo reception by
July 12th to Crystal Cooper at crystal.cooper@fresno.gov. We’ll be following up soon with an agenda
and logistical information.

Fresno City Hall • 2600 Fresno Street • Fresno, California 93721-3600
(559) 621-8000 • FAX (559) 621-7990 • www.fresno.gov
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Steel company, brewery ready to fight Rail Authority
Three years after being notified that a
set of tracks would run through a strip
of his company’s property, a Maderan
is ready to take legal action against the
California High-Speed Rail Authority.
According to Dan Riley, president
of Steel Structures Inc. and Riley’s
Brewing Company, he is prepared to
take the high-speed rail to court in a
civil trial. In December 2015, he lost an
eminent domain dispute with the rail
agency, and the railroad builders were
granted permission to purchase the part
of Riley’s property they wanted. Riley is
unsure when construction will begin, as
the development has been encountering delays.
Once laid, the tracks will block access
to Riley’s property, he said, making
it impossible to move the large steel
structures he builds off the property
and onto the road for hauling.
He said that would make it impossible to continue the steel-fabrication
operations on the remainder of the 9.6-

Photo by Wendy Alexander
Dan Riley, president of Steel Structures, Inc., and Riley’s Brewing Company,
center front, is joined by part of his staff who may be affected by the construction
of the High Speed Rail project.

acre industrial site on 28777 Avenue
15 1/2, and would affect the brewery as
well.

If he is unable to move, it would
mean the end of his business, which,
according to Riley, contributes $1.5

million to the local economy in payroll
alone.
“I wouldn’t be able to do business,”
Riley said. “The way it’s set up now, it
would completely put Steel Structures
out of business.”
Unable to fight eminent domain,
Riley has decided that the next course
of action will be to issue a lawsuit for
the costs of relocation, which, he said,
will add up to $22 million, according to
estimates he has received, in addition to
legal fees.
However, the civil suit, Riley said,
was not just for his business, but for
his employees as well. Steel Structures
currently has 32 workers on its payroll.
“I don’t have 32 people here,” Riley
said. “I have 32 families here.”
“We’re dedicated to this place.
There’s a sense of loyalty with a small
company like this. We work hard and
we’re proud of what we do,” said Ralph
Hernandez, a welder and crane operator who’s been with Steel Structures for
almost nine years. “It’s like a big family
here. We work here a lot, we take

See Riley’s; Page 16
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By Donald A. Promnitz,
Madera Tribune
June 29, 2016
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California voters will confront crowded November ballot

LOS ANGELES (AP) — California
is again testing how much democracy
is too much, with voters facing up to
18 ballot questions in November that
could end the death penalty, cut into
the cost of prescription drugs and free
marijuana smokers to legally light up in
the nation’s most populous state.
The cascade of proposals is certain
to create confusion at the ballot box,
along with fresh criticism that the
state’s system of direct democracy has
run amok. Low voter turnout in 2014
meant campaigns needed relatively few
signatures to qualify for the ballot.
Collectively, the proposals would cut
into a broad swath of life in California,
involving issues from classrooms to
prisons, the porn industry to cigarette
taxes.
Voters will ponder whether gun owners should be subject to background
checks to buy bullets, if a state ban on
single-use plastic bags at grocery stores
is needed or whether adult film actors
should wear condoms during shoots.
There are proposals to take on $9 bil-

NOMINATING
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by five (5) agricultural class members
of the corporation. A petition must be
delivered to an officer of the corporation by Monday, August 22, 2016. The
names of qualified candidates nomi-

Dennis Meisner, Jr.,
Nominating Committee Chairman

RILEY’S

Continued from Page 15

care of each other, we got each other’s
backs.”
Steel Structures, which specializes in
making steep pressure vessels, atmospheric tanks, and silos, has been in the
Riley family for three generations. It
was founded by Dan Riley’s grandfather in Kaiser, Oregon, in 1952, as
E.T. Riley and Sons. Later, it became
Riley’s Tanks, and moved operations to
Madera in 1980. Dan Riley took over
from his father in 2006, and hopes in
time his sons, D.J, 15, and Dylan, 13,

lion in public debt to build schools, to
repeal an “English-only” rule in classroom instruction approved by voters
nearly two decades ago, and to require
voters to sign off on huge construction
projects financed by public debt, which
could threaten the state’s unpopular
and costly high-speed rail project.
Questions on either repealing or
speeding up the death penalty and legalizing recreational pot use could drive
voters to the polls. But dense ballots
can turn off others, warned Kim Alexander of the nonpartisan California
Voter Foundation, which seeks to improve the way elections are conducted.
The logjam this year can be partially
attributed to the Legislature, which
pushed all the ballot questions to November. The list will appear alongside
the presidential contest and races for
Congress and the Legislature.
“People don’t like to do things they
feel they are not good at, and it can be
challenging for California voters to feel
confident about their choices,” Alexander said.
Simply sifting through the details
of the proposals can be a tricky, time-

nated by petition will be placed on the
ballot along with the names of those
candidates named by the nominating
committee. For more information,
including the qualifications to serve
as director, please contact the Farm
Bureau office.
Dated: June 22, 2016

consuming task. For example, it will
be a tough sell to get voters to read the
fine print in the 15-page proposal to
overturn a 2014 law to ban single-use
plastic bags at supermarkets.
Then there’s the so-called Children’s
Education and Health Care Protection Act, one of several proposals yet
to be cleared for the ballot. In effect,
the measure raises taxes by extending a
post-recession, personal income tax increase for a dozen years that was sold to
voters by Gov. Jerry Brown and other
supporters as “temporary.”
Brown, a Democrat nearing the end
of his final term, has not endorsed it.
However, Brown did qualify his own
proposal to allow earlier parole in certain cases for non-violent felons and let
judges decide which juvenile offenders
are tried as adults, part of his plan to
cut the prison population.
While the array of questions can be
daunting, long ballots in California are
more routine than not.
Since 1912, state general elections
have averaged about 18 ballot questions, according to the Initiative &
Referendum Institute at the University
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Laura Gutile,
Secretary
will take his place when it’s his time to
retire.
“And there’s the next generation,
right there. We’re gonna start teaching them slowly, but surely, about
what’s going on, so when they get in
their 20’s or 30’s, they can get ready to
start taking my seat and know what it
takes, Riley said. “And maybe one day
Ralph’s kids can work with my kids,
and on and on.”
No date has been set for the suit to
be filed, but Riley has said that he is
ready to go, he hopes no later than the
end of the year.

of Southern California. The record for a
cluttered election was set in 1914, when
voters had to sift through 48 questions.
As of Thursday, 15 questions had
qualified for the November ballot,
either through petition drives or by approval by the Legislature, according to
the secretary of state.
Along with the tax-increase extension, two other proposals were pending
Thursday that would:
• Raise California’s cigarette tax by
$2 a pack to $2.87, making it ninthhighest in the nation.
• Allow the state to sell $3 billion
in bonds for maintenance at state and
local parks, a measure being contemplated by the state Legislature.
Voters typically find shortcuts to
navigate long ballots, such as looking for endorsements from people or
groups they trust, or finding out who
is financing the proposal to judge its
intention, said Raphael Sonenshein,
executive director of the Pat Brown
Institute of Public Affairs at California
State University, Los Angeles.
“People in California know, when in
doubt, vote no,” Sonenshein said.
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