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Pesticide ban near schools would devastate farms

By Pete Aiello,
Special to The Bee

Pete Aiello

The California
Department of Pesticide Regulation
is developing new
rules that would restrict pesticide use
near schools. Antipesticide activists
are calling for a ban
on pesticides within
one mile of any

public school.
Who can argue with that? No
one wants farmers indiscriminately
spraying chemicals around our kids.

But here is the plain truth, from
someone who is both a farmer and
a parent. Pesticides are just one
tool that we use to protect the food
we grow from harmful insects and
plant and soil diseases. We work
hard to limit their use with other
methods of pest control, such as
frequently rotating crops, mechanical tillage and timing planting
properly.
However, these methods aren’t
always enough. From time to time,
we do find it absolutely necessary to
apply pesticides. I can promise you
that when we do spray or fumigate,
we do so judiciously and precisely.
Our motto is the right protection,

Hector Amezcua/Sacramento Bee file
Joe Del Bosque shows an organic
field at his farm in Firebaugh. State
regulators are considering stricter
rules on pesticide use near California
schools.

in the right amount, in the right

Thousands of Sierra trees getting
cut to prepare for summer
By Marc Benjamin,
Fresno Bee

NORTH FORK - Once bathed in deep
green, the forests in the foothills and Sierra
east of the San Joaquin Valley are increasingly turning reddish-brown as droughtand beetle-weary trees die by the month.
It is a somber warning of a potentially
dangerous summer.
That ominous unnatural color reveals the
homes of Western bark beetles, who bore
into ponderosa pines, their tree of choice,
and carve tiny pathways into droughtstricken trees that possess too little sap to
eject the insects, as they had before the

drought.
The tiny beetle, about the size of a flea,
has mobilized fire crews, utilities, county
officials, the California Department of
Transportation, the U.S. Forest Service, local
volunteer agencies and residents to reduce
the threat of potentially devastating fires.
A study next month examining trees from
the air is expected to report a near doubling
of the 29 million trees already reportedly
dead or dying. In 2014, it was already a crisis
when 3.3 million trees had fallen prey to the
infestation, said Daniel Berlant, communications director for Cal Fire.
See Trees; Page 10

place, at the right time.
The notion that this type of limited, targeted pesticide use is dangerous to children a mile away is
founded purely on fear. Science tells
us otherwise.
California has the strictest agricultural chemical application regulations in the country. We are proud
that we can comply with these rules
while still producing healthy, quality food for consumers here and
around the world.
Did you know all pesticides
See Pesticide; Page 7
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Farm Insurance 101 & Land As Your
Legacy, 1:00 p.m.- 3:00 p.m. MCFB Ben
Hayes Hall, 1102 S. Pine Street, for more
info contact (559) 674-8871 or register at
www.maderafb.com
Board of Directors Meeting, 1:00-3:00
p.m., MCFB Ben Hayes Hall, 1102 South
Pine Street, Madera (559) 674-8871, info
@ www.maderafb.com
Heat Illness, Slips/Trips Falls & Back
Safety Training MCFB Ben Hayes Hall
8:00 a.m.- 2:30 p.m., 1102 S Pine Street,
Madera (559) 674-8871 or www.maderafb.com to reserve your seat today!
CFBF SB88 & SGMA Workshop, 10
am -2 pm @ Cabral Ag Center, 2010 E.
Earhart Ave. #100, Stockton RSVP to colleens@sjfb.org
CFBF SB88 & SGMA Workshop, 8 am-12
pm @ Tulare Farm Bureau, 737 N. Ben
Maddox Way, Visalia RSVP to agenasci@
cfbf.com
MCFB Office Closed for Memorial Day.

June
14

28

Board of Directors Meeting, 1:00-3:00
p.m., MCFB Ben Hayes Hall, 1102 South
Pine Street, Madera (559) 674-8871, info
@ www.maderafb.com
Tree & Vine Harvest Safety TBA more info
@ www.maderafb.com
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New MCFB Donors
MCFB would like to thank all of our
members who help support our work
through their voluntary contributions for
the month of May:

Thomas H. Edginton
Ronald Jones
Donald L. Milburn Jr
Parichan Farms Inc

Directors at Large
Robert Cadenazzi
Ryan Cosyns
H. Clay Daulton
Stephen Elgorriaga
Jason Erickson
Jennifer Markarian
Michele Lasgoity
Scott Maxwell
Steve Massaro
Jeff McKinney
Neil McDougald
Pat Ricchiuti

Del Shebelut Farm

California Farm Bureau - District 9 Director
Tom Rogers

David Parker

California Farm Bureau Committee
Energy, Air, and Climate- Clay Daulton
State Budget, Taxation, and Land Use- Nick Davis
Agriculture Labor- Jay Mahil
Forestry, Fish & Wildlife, and Public Lands- Neil
McDougald
Office Staff
Executive Director: Christina Beckstead
Executive Assistant: Jazmine Jackson
Madera County Farm Bureau
1102 South Pine Street
Madera, CA 93637
(559) 674-8871; www.maderafb.com

Sharon Doshier
Steven M. Emmert
Diane Kirk

To become a Donor
call 674-8871
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Bureau Members

Discounts for
Business members

Advertising/Publishing
Mid-Valley Publishing
1130 G Street, Reedley, CA 93654
Advertising Sales
Debra Leak (559) 638-2244
Editor
Jazmine Jackson
Periodical Postage
Paid at Fresno, California 93706
POSTMASTER
Send address changes to:
Madera County Farm Bureau
1102 South Pine Street, Madera, CA 93637
The Madera County Farm Bureau does not assume
responsibility for statements by advertisers or for
products advertised in Madera County Farm Bureau.

•
•
•
•
•

Earn the lowest advertising rate
Free spot color in your advertising
No charge for ad design
First ad at discounted price
Business card listing in our
“At Your Service Directory”
while ad appears in newspaper
• Run your non commercial classified
ad at no charge for 3 months
Call Debra Leak for more information. Let Mid Valley
Publishing assist you in profiling your business and
services to its greatest potential.

559-638-2244

Farm Bureau Membership Benefits
Insurance

Travel

Allied Insurance, Nationwide Agribusiness, VPI
Pet Insurance

Choice Hotels, Wyndham Hotels

News and Entertainment

Anderson Marketing, Farm Bureau Bank,
Farm Employers Laborers Service,
Land’s End Business Outfitters

AgAlert, California Country Mag & T.V.

Vehicles

GMC Trucks, Vans and SUV’s, Vehicle Rentals,
Avis, Budget, Budget Trucks, Hertz

Do-It-Yourself

Grainger, Kelly-Moore Paints,
Dunn Edwards Paints

Business Services

Health Services

Clear Value Hearing, Farm Bureau Prescription
discount program, LensCrafters, Preferred
Alliance
Contact the MCFB Office at (559) 674-8871
or www.maderafb.com for details.

President’s Message
Hello all what a
goofy finish to April
that was! I felt like I
was in Kansas with all
the wind storms that
we were hit with. As
most growers probably experienced, there
was extensive crop
Jay Mahil
damage, depending on
President
the areas you farmed
in, that’s Mother
Nature, with its wrath of good wet rain,
it also brings some devastation. Beside
the adverse weather, the crops seem
to be progressing along very well. The
nut crops seem to be producing well,
and vines seem to have average bunch
counts so far, so let’s see how everything plays out. As the season moves
along and temperature rise, be mindful
of your employees…heat is a serious
concern. If you have not yet, please
sign up for our upcoming heat safety

training on May 12th. These trainings are required by law, so please don’t
get caught unprotected as OSHA is
cracking down on people, and the fines
are very hefty. Plus, we don’t want to
paint Agriculture as the bad guys. We
want to show OSHA and all the other
regulatory agencies that Agriculture
does comply with all rules and regulations which helps all growers. For those
that missed our scholarship Wine &
Beer tasting it was a great success! We
awarded nine well deserving Madera
County students scholarships to a study
of their choice in the agricultural field.
These scholarships totaled a whopping
$40,000! The most we have ever given.
As a Committee member we could not
deny any of these intellectual students
a chance to gain a career in the agricultural field. We should all be proud
to help the kids by participating in the
event. We all need to support agriculture.

Executive Director’s Address
Can you believe it’s
May already? The year
is almost half way over,
and yet there is still so
much to do. The Farm
Bureau continues to
stay busy by trying to
keep up to date with all
of the new regulations
Christina
the state is attempting
Beckstead
Executive Director to impose. The Sustainable Groundwater
Management Agreement (SGMA) is well
under way with water agencies working to
form groundwater sustainability agencies
(GSA) in order to prepare a groundwater
sustainability plan (GSP). While this is
happening, farmers need to be aware of
how SGMA will affect them in the future,
and start preparing before it’s too late. I
am working on setting up some public
outreach meetings with the County in
both Madera and Chowchilla, so be on
the lookout for upcoming meeting dates.
Also be on the lookout for information
about the proposed changes to the Irrigated Lands Program, and the pesticide
buffer zones. There will be two public
comment meetings regarding the pro-

posed order revising the East San Joaquin
Water Quality Coalition’s General Waste
Discharge Requirements to address runoff
from irrigated agriculture. According to
the State Water Board, this proposed order is precedential in nature and will apply
to the entire state, changing the current
Irrigated Lands Program. I urge everyone
to attend one of these meetings or provide
written comments to voice their concerns.
The first meeting will be on May 4th in
Sacramento, and the second on May 17,
2016, at 9:00 a.m., at the San Joaquin
Valley Air Pollution Control District in
Fresno. As for the pesticide buffer zones,
DPR has not released much information,
so we are unsure as to what to expect. As
information becomes available we will disburse it. In the meantime, if you have any
questions or concerns please feel free to
contact the office, and we will do what we
can to help. On another note, be mindful
of the temperature changes and how it
affects your employees. OSHA requires
an annual course, so the Farm Bureau
will be hosting a Heat Illness, Slips, Trips,
Falls and Back Safety meeting on May
12th. We will also be having a Tree and
See Executive Address; Page 5
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Dairymen Join Birders To Help Save The Tricolored Blackbird
Late last year the Tricolored Blackbird
became a candidate for the California Endangered Species List. The population of
the bird mostly native to the Golden State
has plummeted making flocks harder and
harder to find. Both bird enthusiasts and
farmers are working to keep the colorful
bird from extinction.
On Steve Shehadey’s dairy near Kerman he has over 7,000 cows. But it’s not
just heifers and calves on this 5,000 acre
farm. There are almond trees and fields of
grain used for cattle feed, plus thousands of
blackbirds living among Shehadey’s herd.
“You can drive out here anytime and
you’ll see colonies of birds picking at
insects, looking for food,” Shehadey says.
“Over the last several years there’s a lot less
dairies, and there’s a lot less ground and

with the drought it’s made it tough on the
birds.”
Lots of these feathered creatures are
Tricolored Blackbirds. They’re about six
inches long and look like a normal blackbird, but with a red spot and a white stripe
on their shoulders. Shehadey and I meet
Samantha Arthur with Audubon California in the middle of one of his grain fields
where a colony of over 7,000 birds recently
decided to call home.
“We are walking right next to a dense
patch of mugwort that tri-colored blackbirds have selected for a colony site,”
Arthur says. “And then right over this berm
here is a field of triticale where they’re also
nesting on the dairy there.”
The birds are nesting here because there’s
just not enough natural habitat left in
Central California for them to lay their
eggs. That’s great for the birds but also

potentially a problem when farmers go to
harvest which can crush thousands of eggs
and baby birds.
“Last week I saw them carrying nesting
material here,” says Arthur. “So the females
come back they got the grasses in their
beaks and this activity probably picking up
insects, feeding.”
The birds fly solo most of the year but
come together as a colony for about a
month during mating and nesting until
the nestlings are ready to fly off. Arthur
roams the state looking for colonies of the
threatened bird.
“Tricolored Blackbirds have experienced
an alarming decline in recent year,” Arthur
says. “We’ve seen from statewide surveys a
44% drop from [2011]to 2014.”

At one time there were millions of these
birds flying around the state, but Audubon California reports there are as few as
150,000 left. In response to this drop in
population the California Fish and Game
Commission is considering listing the bird
as an endangered species later this year.
Arthur blames that decrease on a loss of
foraging ground and marshland for nesting.
“Tricolored Blackbirds are the last bird
on land in North America that nests in big
groups,” Arthur says. “If you were to walk
through a colony you could see tens of
nests just right around you.”
When giant colonies of Tricolored
Blackbirds choose to nest in grain fields
farmers like Shehadey can apply for a paySee Blackbirds; Page 5

9282

LAND FOR SALE

Sale or lease 1,000 cow free stall dairy, wells, Water District, 176 ac. Lemoore, $3.5 m
1+/- ac. Hwy 198 &13th ave, Great Zoning Rural commercial, Hanford, $189,00
18 ac. Dover ave. and 12th ave, 3 legal parcels, New Well, Hanford, $711,00
20 ac. Paige Ave, House, Shop, Well & Water District, Tulare, $700,000
30.5 ac. Zoned PDM-1, Farm or Develop, Pixley, $1,527,000
39.69 ac. Cecil Ave, Open Land, Delano, $325,000
60 ac. Zoned PDM-1, New Well, Farm or Develop, Pixley, $3,600,000 to $1,380,000
Escrow
New 96.63 ac. Ranch Quality Soils & Water, NorthInHarris
ave. $3,140,475
143 ac. Almonds & Walnuts, Well, Water District-McFarland $5,710,089
In Escrow
148 ac. Hwy 41, 2 homes, shop, Lemoore Water Stock,
Lemoore $2,600,000
New 154.24 ac. Wasco Almond ranch, New Well & District Water $35k per acre
161.82 ac. Almonds-Pistachios, Wells, Water District, Delano, $29,508 Per Acre
437 ac. 18th Ave., Row Crops, Wells, Water District, Lemoore $11,580,500
475 ac. Blackwells N-E Corner Hwy 33, Kern County, $1,665,000
NEED LISTINGS!-CALL US, WE KNOW QUALIFIED BUYERS!!

Doug Anderson Real Estate Inc. 559-686-3863 DRE 01226231
Dan Hoekstra 805-839-8292 DRE 01942198
Russ Waymire 559-977-6000 DRE 01763629
visit our website: www.dougandersonre.com

11233

By Ezra David Romero,
Valley Public Radio, Fresno
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California Cotton Ginners and Growers Association:

Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program Update
04/28/2016

The State Water Resources Control
Board (SWB) has begun conducting
outreach and educational meetings
between interested stakeholders, as well
as the overall public, on their recently
proposed order. The East San Joaquin
WDR Proposed Order is a draft regulation that will essentially eliminate all
of the work being done through the Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program. The
changes made to the Irrigated Lands
Regulatory Program through this Draft
Order include the re-designation of
all areas within California as Highly
Vulnerable to groundwater threats, the
power to collect and organize Farm
Evaluation Plans and Nitrogen Management Plans no longer sits with the
Coalitions and that same information will be submitted directly to the
Regional Water Quality Control Board
(RWB), as well as require wells that
supply drinking water to communities
to be monitored continuously. These
changes directly affect the functionality
of the Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program, and also add a significant burden
to the Regional Water Board to collect
and store all of the data.
Pursuant to the release of the draft
Proposed Order, watershed coalitions
have begun meeting with SWB representatives in an effort to find some
ways to push back. WAPA also took
the opportunity to voice concerns over
recent actions by meeting with Pamela
Creedon, Executive Officer for the
Regional Water Quality Control Board.
Creedon voiced as much concern
over the proposed changes and the
adjustments that her department will
need to make in order to satisfy their
burden in receiving this information.
The Association then took the time
to meet with Felicia Marcus, Chair of
the State Water Board. Marcus took a
more defensive stance of the proposed
order, stating that she felt confident
the Board would be able to handle the
changes the proposed order creates.
The Association has also found opportunities to participate in Coalition
See Irrigation; Page 5
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Blackbirds

Irrigation

ment from the United States Department
of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service. It’s a little over $600 per
acre to aid in covering the costs of delaying
harvest. Shehadey says the program helps,
but for some farmers it’s not enough.
“It does create a hardship for the farmers,” says Shehadey. “We’ve got enough
ground where we have plenty of feed for
our cows, but for a small dairymen that
may only have 100 acres and he needs that
feed for his cows for a whole year. If he
loses a percentage of that it could impact
his cows.”
Before this incentive program began
some farmers would harvest their fields
knowing they’d kill thousands of baby birds
because they need the grain. So far seven
farmers are participating in the program
covering 400 acres. Officials hope other
farmers will use the money to buy grain
instead of harvesting when the birds are
nesting.
About an hour north of the colony of
Tricolored Blackbirds at the dairy, Tara
Wertz is studying a group of around 5,000
birds at the Merced National Wildlife
Refuge.
“[Their] call kind of sounds like a cat,”
Wertz says. “That’s the males saying hey
parties on right here.”
Wertz planted a plot of grain on the
10,000 acre refuge known for waterfowl.
She wanted to attract the Tricolored
Blackbird.
“So we had this really nice green lush

led meetings, which focus primarily
on the areas of the proposed order
that can be challenged and possibly
thrown out. Comment letters for
the ESJ Proposed Order are due by
May 18th. A public workshop will
be held at the San Joaquin Valley Air
Pollution Control District on May
17, if you would like to participate or
attend the public workshop, feel free
to contact the Association’s Director
of Technical Services, Chris McGlothlin.
California Cotton Ginners and
Growers Association issued this
content on 28 April 2016 and is
solely responsible for the information contained herein. Distributed by
Public, unedited and unaltered, on
28 April 2016 18:29:12 UTC

Continued from Page 3

Continued from Page 4

COURTESY OF DON HENISE
Tricolored Blackbires at the Wood River Wetlands in Klamath County, OR.

field of oats and barley and all kinds of
great stuff the birds liked last year,” Wertz
says. “This year they’re not using it at all,
but they love this weed patch that’s growing.”
She found when the birds had the option
between natural habitat, like milk thistle, or
planted fields they chose the natural option.
But Wertz points out there isn’t enough
natural habitat left in the state to support a
larger population of the species. That’s why
programs like the one providing funds to
dairymen like Shehadey are essential.
“It shows that farmers are environmen-

talists,” Shehadey says. “We live and take

Executive Address

wildlife out here 365 days a year. We have

Vine Harvest Safety on June 28th. As
for those of you who meet your safety
requirements in other ways, we will
be hosting a Land is Your Legacy and
Farm Policy 101 workshop, where you
can come and get information about
estate planning, and proper insurance
coverage. This workshop is free of
charge to our members. Please contact
the office for any additional information regarding the safety trainings or
the workshop.

care of our environment every day. There’s
water and feed that helps them sustain
their species.”

It’s efforts like this that both dairymen

and bird watchers hope that the California
Fish and Game Commission take into

consideration when making a decision on
whether to list the black, red and white
bird in December.

Continued from Page 2
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Thieves targeting California
almonds, walnuts

By Scott Smith,
Associated Press

FRESNO, CALIF. - International
crime rings targeting California’s
booming agriculture industry are
increasingly stealing truckloads of
high-value nuts, prompting authorities and the firms falling victim to
ramp up efforts to break the spree
costing millions.
The sophisticated organizations
in many cases use high-tech tactics,
hacking into trucking companies to
steal their identities. Armed with
false shipping papers, they pose as
legitimate truckers, driving off with
loads of nuts such as almonds, walnuts or pistachios valued at $150,000,
and some worth $500,000 each.
Days later, when a shipment fails to
arrive to its intended destination, the
nuts may already be in another state
or on a ship destined for Europe or
Asia, where they fetch top dollar on

the black market, authorities say.
Nut thefts hit an all-time high in
California last year — with losses totaling $4.6 million from 31 reported
cases, more than the three previous
years combined, according to CargoNet, an alliance of cargo shipping
firms and law enforcement agencies
aimed at preventing losses.
Losses for all four years combined
reached nearly $7.6 million, the group
said.
“It’s made my life miserable,” said
Todd Crosswell, general manager of
Caro Nut Co.
Caro was victimized six times last
year for a total loss of $1.2 million. In
each case, thieves stole cashews imported from Vietnam and Africa that
were roasted, salted and packaged in
Fresno.
“You get hit with that kind of loss
— it hurts,” Crosswell said.
See Thieves; Page 9

pesticide

Continued from Page 1

registered in California undergo
as many as 120 health, safety and
environmental tests by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency
before they can be used? Given
the scrutiny pesticides face during the approval process, shouldn’t
similar scientific rigor be applied
to any new rules adopted by the
state?
I can assure you the data do not
justify the one-mile buffer.
My family has been farming in
California since the early 1970s. I
am proud to say that we have not
experienced a single pesticide-related illness in any of our workers
or neighbors living near our fields.
Safety is our No. 1 priority and we
would never overuse pesticides or
apply them in a manner that poses
a health risk to our employees,
communities or the consumers
who eat our food. I know my fellow farmers agree.
As a parent, I am concerned
about where the fresh produce I

feed my kids will come from if
the department acquiesces to the
activists’ demands because it won’t
come from California.
Roughly 85 percent of the land
my family farms is within one mile
of a school. This proposal would
effectively put us and many other
California family farmers out of
business. Before further restricting
the already-cautious and meticulous application of pesticides
on many farms around the state,
the department must do its due
diligence and examine the science
where it exists, or commission new
science where it does not.
The success and viability of
farming in our state depend on it.
Pete Aiello owns and operates
Uesugi Farms in Gilroy and is a
member of the Western Growers Association’s Future Leaders
Program. He can be contacted at
pete@uesugifarms.com.

11780
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Water flows in Fresno, Visalia for recharge

For the first time in more than
two years, water is flowing inside the
Friant-Kern and Madera canals for
groundwater recharge and farm irrigation.
But the shimmering liquid that is being shunted from the canals into local
ditches does not signal an end to the
California drought.
“We’re a long way from the drought
being over,” said Gary Serrato, general
manager of Fresno Irrigation District.
“The snowpack is not even at average.
We’re at 75 to 80 percent of average
snowpack.”
San Joaquin River water became

available to eastside water contractors
because the federal Bureau of Reclamation has been releasing water from
Millerton Lake into the canals to make
room for spring snowmelt.
The flows began mid-March – in
bureau parlance, the delivery is composed of 100,000 acre-feet of Class 2
water and 85,000 acre-feet of unreleased restoration flows – and will end
by mid-May.
But it’s not the end of San Joaquin
River water in local waterways this
season.
After two years of no water from the
river, the Central Valley Project’s Friant
Division contractors are being promised 40 percent of contract amounts, so

11205

By Lewis Griswold,
Fresno Bee

water will continue to flow for at least
a while.
Water managers hope for a boost to
the allocation and are closely watching
the San Joaquin Delta to see whether
the exchange contractors on the lower
San Joaquin River will get their Delta
water. That would allow eastside farmers and others to get more river water
than expected.
“Although the amount of water being
stored behind the dam would support a much larger Class 1 allocation,
the bureau has chosen to hold off on a
larger allocation until it is clear that the
exchange contractors can be fully supplied with Delta water,” said Thomas
Esqueda, Fresno director of public
utilities.
While that drama plays out, water
contractors, including Fresno Irrigation

District and the city of Fresno, have
been putting the early flows to use.
Together, Fresno Irrigation District
and the city are receiving 17,400 acrefeet of water, the district said. (That’s
enough to fill 174 football fields to a
depth of about one foot each.)
Some of the water is going to Fresno’s groundwater recharge basins and
water treatment plant, and the rest to
farmers for irrigation.
It’s the first time since February 2014
that more than a tiny amount of San
Joaquin River water has been sent to
Friant contractors, said Steve Ottemoeller, water resources manager for
the Friant Water Authority.
“That’s a welcome change from the
last two years,” he said.
In Visalia, 500 acre-feet of Friant-

See Water; Page 12
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The value of nuts grown and processed in California, the nation’s
leading agricultural state, have soared
in recent years as global demand for
the health-food snack grows in places
such as China and emerging economies.
California produces more almonds,
walnuts and pistachios than any other
state, with a combined value of $9.3
billion in 2014. Almonds alone were
valued at $5.9 billion, according to
the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
The high value of nuts grabbed the
attention of criminal organizations,
who are exploiting weaknesses in the
cargo shipping industry to reap big
profits, said Dan Bryant, supervisory
special agent for the violent and organized crimes programs of the FBI
Sacramento office.
Bryant declined to identify any
organizations under suspicion, citing
an ongoing criminal investigation.
“It’s not just some teenage kids
ripping off nuts,” he said. “These are
sophisticated people.”
Local authorities also are taking action. One state lawmaker has
introduced a bill to fund a statewide

taskforce targeting all types of cargo
thefts. And law enforcement officials
and nut processors met Thursday to
share information to help prevent
more nut thefts.
Alarmed by a spike in large-scale
nut thefts, Tulare County Sheriff
Mike Boudreaux last year beefed up
his agriculture crimes unit from two
to six detectives.
In 2013, his office investigated a
pistachio theft worth $189,000. No
cases were reported the next year, but
in 2015, six loads of almonds and
pistachios were stolen at a combined
loss of $1.6 million.
Investigators tracked at least one
load to Los Angeles and made one
arrest. Boudreaux declined to name
the suspect due to the ongoing investigation.
“They do tend to have some overseas connections,” said Scott Cornell,
an investigator for Travelers Insurance and an expert on cargo thefts.
“Wherever they can sell it and move
it, they’re going to.”
Food and drinks are the most
frequently stolen cargo items, Cornell
said. Nuts are an easier target than
other products, such as electronics,
because there is no serial number and
the evidence is gone once it is eaten,

4 locations to
serve our customers
FASTER & BETTER







608 N. Gateway

8 SERVICE BAYS
TIRES MOUNTED IN 30 MIN
HUNDREDS OF TIRES IN STOCK
HIGH TECH EQUIPMENT
ALIGNMENT & BRAKES
FINANCING AVAILABLE OAC

209-723-1823

he said.
Crosswell, of Caro Nut Co., said
he’s put in place new safeguards with
hopes he doesn’t fall victim once
more, taking photographs and fingerprints of the roughly 25 truck drivers
each day who pull up to the shipping
docks.

Despite these efforts, Crosswell
said he fears the criminals will strike
again.
“Whoever they are, they’re watching,” Crosswell said. “They’ll try it
again. They’ll figure out how to beat
the system. We just have to stay one
step ahead of them.”
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In this Wednesday, April 13, 2016 photo Todd Crosswell, general manager of
Caro Nut Co. is seen at the company’s nut processing plant in Fresno, Calif.
Sophisticated thieves stole six truckloads from Caro Nut last year at a loss
of $1.2 million to the firm. The scheme has cost the California nut industry
nearly $7.6 million dollars in the last four years. In some cases, the thieves with
international ties use fake shipping papers to assume the identity of legitimate
firms to steal truckloads worth between $150,000 and $500,000 each.
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“From the top of Kern (County) to Tuolumne County is the hardest hit,” Berlant
said. “But we are seeing tree mortality moving farther north into the Placer County
area at the top of Lake Tahoe.”
Local and state officials want the ponderosa pine’s territory, generally above 3,000
feet in elevation, declared a federal disaster
area. But so far, the pitch has fallen on deaf
ears.
“I don’t know why you have to wait for
a disaster, for someone to get killed or
maimed,” Madera County Supervisor Tom
Wheeler said. “I don’t know how they can
say we don’t have a disaster.”
Wheeler said concerned constituents are
calling. They want help.
“I can’t go anywhere that people don’t say
they lost another tree, five more, 10 more,”
he said. “I get emails or texts every day.”
Rep. Tom McClintock, R-Elk Grove,
whose district covers mountain areas in
Madera and Fresno counties, said a Federal
Emergency Management Agency declaration can only be issued for disaster respons-
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es, not preventing them.
In the meantime, McClintock is trying
to move $200 million in the federal budget
from U.S. Department of the Interior land
acquisition programs into “hazardous fuels
reduction.”
But $200 million is a small amount for
what is needed. In Fresno County alone, officials say the cost to cut necessary firefighting fuel breaks along roads will reach $98
million.
Chipping in
Despite drought-relieving rains and snow
this winter in the Sierra, for many trees it’s
too late, and tree deaths will continue for
three to five more years, officials say.
The state’s Tree Mortality Task Force
recently added new members: Calaveras,
Amador and El Dorado counties.
Meanwhile, the California Department
of Forestry and Fire Protection, Caltrans,
Fresno County, local fire-safe councils and
California’s two largest electric utilities are
funneling millions of dollars to cut down
dead and dying trees.
Caltrans officials estimate they will
remove upwards of 40,000 trees statewide
along highways this year.
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Your
Service

“Since trees continue to be affected by
drought and beetle infestation, the number
of trees that need to be removed will continue to grow,” said Cory Burkarth, a public
information officer for Caltrans in Fresno.
The Sierra National Forest is shifting money slated for fighting fires to tree
removal and reinforcing fuel breaks, said
Iveth Hernandez, public affairs assistant for
the forest.
Pacific Gas & Electric Co. has 54,000
miles of power lines in fire-prone areas. It
will remove 124,000 diseased, dead or dying
trees this year, three times more than average before the drought, said spokeswoman
Katie Allen. She said the utility has 80 to
100 crews contracted in local counties.
PG&E also is distributing $2 million to
fire-safe councils for tree removal and firebreak efforts. Cal Fire also is distributing
funds from State Responsibility Area fees
paid by residents living in Cal Fire protection areas.
In February, Cal Fire issued $1.75 million in grants for fire-safe councils between
Kern and Tuolumne counties. Nearly all the
grants focused on tree removal.
Biomass plant idea

For now, dead and dying trees are cut
down and left on private property. The trees
have little value, but one idea is to use them
for biomass to generate electricity.
North Fork is reviving its old mill site
as a biomass plant to use wood chips and
wood debris to produce one to two megawatts of electricity, which would provide
power to between 1,000 and 2,000 homes.
The project was granted $4.9 million by the
California Energy Commission last year
and could open in early 2017, creating jobs
and a way to use the massive amounts of
dead-tree waste.
But even though it can use waste wood,
the plant will not come close to meeting the
need to get rid of the trees.
“Our capacity will be more than exceeded
by just the logs in Madera County,” said
Justine Reynolds, project manager for the
Yosemite/Sequoia Resource Conservation
and Development Council, the nonprofit
shepherding the project.
A 25-megawatt Fresno biomass plant
that produces electricity from agricultural
waste also could be a destination for wood
See Trees; Page 11
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chips made from dead and dying trees.
Rick Spurlock, plant manager for Rio
Bravo Fresno, said the facility could take
wood waste from Fresno, Tulare and
Madera counties. Making it cost effective is
an issue because of transportation costs to
move the waste from the mountains, he said.
Company officials are working to establish agreements to get material from highhazard zones. If the wood catches fire in
the forest, it pollutes. Rio Bravo’s pollution
technology can remove up to 99 percent of
pollutants from reaching the air compared
with open burning.
“In my opinion, there is no other alternative for this material,” he said.
Making the cuts
Priority for tree cutting is given to areas
where fire history and the number of dead
trees could cause the perfect firestorm.
In eastern Fresno County, dead trees are
coming down, but probably not fast enough,
officials say.
“These trees have been through this
before, but we’ve never had this much of
an infestation of bark beetles,” said Jim
McDougald, a division chief for Cal Fire in
the Fresno-Kings Unit.
For now, the focus is cutting dead trees
within 200 feet of either side of a roadway.
Those trees, marked for death by blue dots
of paint, are then ground into wood chips
and spread on the forest floor.
Clearing both sides of the road will keep
fire from climbing into dead trees and
spreading embers toward nearby homes.
Cressman Road, located off Highway

168 near Shaver Lake, has both fire history
and widespread dead trees. Like many of
the other priority sites, Cressman has only
one way in and one way out, and requires
a fuel break to allow for easier evacuation,
McDougald said.
“Work we’re doing in here will reduce the
risk of a fire that can cost millions of dollars
and save the community,” he said.
But more work, he admits, needs to be
done.
In Madera and Mariposa counties the
mortality rate is 80 percent to 90 percent.
The hardest hit populated locations are
Cascadel Woods, near North Fork, and Bass
Lake.
Ponderosa pines normally die from bark
beetles, but the numbers usually are quite
small.
“The normal kill rate is 1 to 2 percent,”
said Len Nielson, a forester and division
chief for Cal Fire in the Madera-MariposaMerced Unit.
But the beetle population has exploded
during the drought. As beetle numbers
grew, the number of dead and dying trees
has grown along with it.
“In Cascadel, it’s 90 percent,” Nielson
said. “You can’t find a live ponderosa pine. If
they’re not dead, they’re already infested.”
Summertime blues
Norval Lee watches anxiously as a dead
ponderosa pine outside his Cascadel Woods
home is attacked limb-by-limb by a chainsaw-wielding worker in a cherry picker.
He tried to save the tree with plant food
and extra water, but to no avail.
Now, he is most worried about keeping
big trees, which puts the “Woods” part of
the name in his rural, mountain Madera
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County hamlet at 4,200 feet in elevation.
“It’s near power lines,” he said. “I don’t
want any pine trees in my yard at all ... I’m
hoping to get that tree down so it doesn’t
fall and hit my house.”
The work at Lee’s house was part of a
PG&E program to clear trees from power
lines.
In the Cressman Road area residents are
encouraged seeing McDougald and fire
crews clearing dead trees.
Abb Adkisson, a retiree from Los Angeles
who has lived on Cressman full time for 21
years, says the fire crews are doing “a fantastic job” cutting down trees and inspecting
properties.
“What we’re most worried about is the
unknown and the fire season coming up,”
said Adkisson, who also serves as a firefighter for the Pine Ridge Volunteer Fire
Department.
But seeing the trees fall brings a sense of
sadness, too.
“Mainly we live up here because of the
trees and the forest,” he said. “The seriousness of fires makes it so that these trees have
to come down.”
Pat Ubbink, who also retired from Los
Angeles and has lived on Cressman for 25
years, recently paid to have 80 pines removed. It gave her some peace of mind but

“it cost quite a bit.”
“If a fire comes through here, I think we’ll
do pretty good now that our trees are all cut
down,” she said.
But despite the cost, she feels fortunate
because she was able to pay for it. Tree fallers have long waiting lists.
“If everybody could afford to do something it would be much better, but I know
they can’t,” she said.
Oakhurst tree faller Richard Brechbuehl,
who has been in the business for 40 years,
said there is a lot of potential work, but that
estimates and costs are often a bitter pill for
customers.
“People are in shock,” said Brechbuehl,
who owns Tree Works. “They can’t afford
to get it done or they’re hoping the government or PG&E will do it.”
Speaking from a home near Echo Valley,
where he had just removed 60 trees, he said,
the bill was $24,000 for the homeowner.
That’s enough for residents, who have
been turning against forest management
policies.
“The average person at the grocery store
gets it now and they’re mad,” he said. “But
it’s too late because no one anticipated this
kind of disaster.”
Marc Benjamin: 559-441-6166, @beebenjamin, mbenjamin@fresnobee.com
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LEWIS GRISWOLD lgriswold@
fresnobee.com
Water is flowing in Packwood Creek
in Visalia for the first time in five
years. The water is being used for
groundwater recharge.

grant Kaweah Delta obtained.
Meanwhile, Lower Tule River Irrigation District west of Porterville just finished a 30,000- to 40,000-acre-feet run
of Friant-Kern water, general manager
Dan Vink said.
“It is sweet” that some of the water
came from the unreleased restoration
flows, he said. “But we still need the
100 percent allocation.”
Lewis Griswold: 559-441-6104, @
fb_LewGriswold, lgriswold@fresnobee.
com
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Kern water is being run in Packwood
Creek, which has not had water for five
years.
Tulare Irrigation District gave the
water to Visalia for its groundwaterrecharge efforts under a city-irrigation
district exchange agreement. The run
started Thursday and ends Wednesday.
“We get it that we have to recharge
our groundwater,” Visalia Mayor Steve
Nelsen said.
Starting next year, water being
discharged from the city’s wastewater
treatment plant that is near drinkingwater quality will be given to Tulare
Irrigation District for crop irrigation
and groundwater recharge, and in turn
the district will give water from the
Friant-Kern canal to Visalia to use for
recharge.
To get the water into the ground, the
city and Kaweah Delta Water Conservation District built four check structures on Packwood Creek, upgraded a
fifth and expanded a recharge pond.
The project was paid for by a groundwater fee on water bills in Visalia and a

