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Trump Abandons Trans-Pacific Partnership, Obama’s
Signature Trade Deal ‘stop taking our water’
By Peter Baker,
New York Times
January 23, 2017

WASHINGTON — President
Trump formally abandoned the TransPacific Partnership on Monday, pulling
away from Asia and scrapping his predecessor’s most significant trade deal on
his first full weekday in office, administration officials said.
Mr. Trump sharply criticized the
partnership agreement during last
year’s campaign, calling it a bad deal for
American workers. Although the deal
had not been approved by Congress,

the decision to withdraw the American
signature at the start of Mr. Trump’s
administration is a signal that he plans
to follow through on promises to take a
more aggressive stance against foreign
competitors.

We must protect our
borders from the ravages of other countries
making our products,
stealing our companies
and destroying our
jobs.
- Donald Trump,
President of USA

In other action on a busy opening day,
Mr. Trump ordered a hiring freeze in
the federal work force, exempting the
military. And he reinstituted limits on
nongovernmental organizations that
operate overseas and receive American
taxpayer money from performing abortions. Republican presidents typically
impose those restrictions soon after
taking office, and Democratic presidents typically lift them when they take
over.
The president’s withdrawal from the
Asian-Pacific trade pact amounted to a
drastic reversal of decades of economic
policy in which presidents of both parties have lowered trade barriers and expanded ties around the world. Although
candidates have often criticized trade
deals on the campaign trail, those who
made it to the White House, including
President Barack Obama, ended up exSee Trump Abandons; Page 9

Calendar
February

*Weekly Gun raffle drawing held on Thursdays,
winner to be notified by MCFB staff
7
9
17
21
24

California Farm Bill Listening Session Modesto, DoubleTree Hotel (Napa Room)
ESJWQC at Madera Fairgrounds
10:30am-12, call 209-303-1468 to RSVP
CPR & First Aid (English) training at
MCFB, visit www.maderafb.com to
register or call 559-674-8871
MCFB Board of Director meeting
1 PM @ MCFB

CPR & First Aid (English/Spanish)
training at MCFB, visit
www.maderafb.com to register or
call 559-674-8871

*ESJWQC Workshops at MCFB, every
Thursday from 1-5pm or call (209) 303-1468 to
make an appointment*

March

*Weekly Gun raffle drawing held on Thursdays,
winner to be notified by MCFB staff
*ESJWQC Workshops every Thursday from
1-5pm or call (209) 303-1468 to make an
appointment*
14
24

MCFB Board of Directors meeting
1PM @ MCFB

Deadline to enter Fresno Fair/
San Joaquin Valley Olive Oil
Competition (SJVOOC), for more info:
www.fresnofair.com/sjv-olive-oil
competition or call The Big Fresno Fair
office at (559) 650-FAIR

Farm Bureau sends message to Congress–Urges Congress
to pass sweeping reform of regulations that burden farmers
January 9, 2017

“The election should send a message—
loud and clear—to our politicians: ignore
rural America at your own risk!” AFBF
President Zippy Duvall said. (American
Farm Bureau Federation, Facebook)
PHOENIX — American Farm Bureau Federation President Zippy Duvall

and thousands of Farm Bureau members
today asked Congress to pass sweeping
reform of regulations that burden the
lives of farmers and ranchers. Their request followed by days the introduction
of major legislation to reassert congressional authority over agencies that increasingly ignore the law and basic constitutional limitations on their power.

“The election should send a message—loud and clear—to our politicians: ignore rural America at your own
risk!” Duvall said.
During his annual address, Duvall
issued his request for Farm Bureau
members to send e-mails—using their
smart phones—to Congress about the

See FB Sends Message; Page 8
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New MCFB Donors
MCFB would like to thank all of our members
who help support our work through their voluntary
contributions for the month of January:

2015 - 2016 Executive Committee
President: Jay Mahil
1st Vice President: Nick Davis
2nd Vice President/Treasurer: Michael Naito
Secretary: Laura Gutile
Appointed by President: Steve Massaro
Appointed by President: Dennis Meisner
Appointed by President: Tom Rogers
Appointed by President: Chris Wylie

Directors at Large
Jennifer Markarian
Robert Cadenazzi
Ryan Cosyns
Scott Maxwell
Clay Daulton
Neil Mc Dougald
Stephen Elgorriaga
Jeff Mc Kinney
Jason Erickson
Michele Lasgoity
Pat Ricchiuti
California Farm Bureau - District 9 Director
Tom Rogers
California Farm Bureau Committee
Energy, Air, and Climate- Clay Daulton
State Budget, Taxation, and Land Use- Nick Davis
Agriculture Labor- Jay Mahil
Forestry, Fish & Wildlife, and Public Lands- Neil
McDougald
Office Staff
Executive Director: Christina Beckstead
Executive Assistant: Kristen Sargent
Madera County Farm Bureau
1102 South Pine Street
Madera, CA 93637
(559) 674-8871; www.maderafb.com
Advertising/Publishing
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1130 G Street, Reedley, CA 93654
Advertising Sales
Debra Leak (559) 638-2244
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Kristen Sargent
Periodical Postage
Paid at Fresno, California 93706
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Send address changes to:
Madera County Farm Bureau
1102 South Pine Street, Madera, CA 93637
The Madera County Farm Bureau does not assume
responsibility for statements by advertisers or for
products advertised in Madera County Farm Bureau.

Duane G. Blech

Poythress Farms
Helen Ford
Richard E. Authier
Larry S. Hirahara
Charles B. Dunn

To become a DONOR call

674-8871

Madera County
Farm Bureau
Members

News and Entertainment
AgAlert, California Country Mag & T.V.
Vehicles
GMC Trucks, Vans and SUV’s, Vehicle Rentals,
Avis, Budget, Budget Trucks, Hertz
Do-It-Yourself
Grainger, Kelly-Moore Paints,
Dunn Edwards Paints

Well by the looks of
it; Punxsutawney Phil
saw his shadow. So,
we will enjoy six more
weeks of winter, and a
wet winter it will be.
The February snow
pack was released
and it showed a very
Jay Mahil,
healthy one in fact,
President
we are 175 percent of
average which is the
most since 1995. That is some great
news especially with the many years of
drought. What a great start to the new
year!
As the new year begins I recommend
that everyone go through their safety
programs with all employees as it is the
perfect time to reinforce and reiterate
your policies.
Please visit our website to see when
we will be having our training classes as

well. Pesticide training would be one of
the biggest, especially with most growers either starting to apply or already
applying. Also, please discuss with
your employees the importance of being aware and cautious of sensitive areas; for example, roadways, homes, and
schools. By taking careful measures we
can avoid major issues and unwanted attention to chemical drift.
With the new year comes new laws
and regulations along with proposals
for regulations. Membership based organizations are key during this time,
and with our collective voices, we can
help shape some of these rules.
I urge all of you as members to talk
with your friends and neighbors, try to
recruit one new member for our organization to help make our Madera County
Farm Bureau a larger and greater voice
for agriculture. ■

Happy February!
The year has started
off with a bang. Water has been flowing,
the rain keeps coming, and people are
truly working on supporting and implementing water infraChristina
structure.
Beckstead,
Valadao’s
office
Executive
has introduced the
Director
GROW Act, H.R.
23. I encourage everyone to take a look and support his
efforts. If you need any information
about it, please feel free to reach out
to us here at MCFB. There is a post
card available for individual submission
through Valadao’s office as well as most
farm bureau offices.

Here at MCFB, we have safety
training underway…We had our first
CPR Training, with two more on the
books. We also have pesticide, hazmat
and tractor safety in the works. If you
would like to get signed up for any of
those classes, please contact the office.
I’d also ask that if you are looking for a
specific training, please contact me personally, and I will do my best to get it on
the schedule because you are probably
not the only one needing it. We have
updated OSHA posters in the office, so
please contact us to make sure you have
the required documents posted.
Enjoy the rain, and the cool weather.
Stay tuned for what’s in store here a
Madera County Farm Bureau! ■

Discounts for
Executive Director’s Address
Business members
•
•
•
•
•

Earn the lowest advertising rate
Free spot color in your advertising
No charge for ad design
First ad at discounted price
Business card listing in our “At Your
Service Directory”  while ad appears
in newspaper
• Run your non commercial classified
ad at no charge for 3 months

Call Debra Leak for more information. Let Mid
Valley Publishing assist you in profiling your
business and services to its greatest potential.

559-638-2244

Farm Bureau Membership Benefits
Insurance
Allied Insurance, Nationwide Agribusiness,  VPI
Pet Insurance

President’s Message

Travel
Choice Hotels, Wyndham Hotels
Business Services
Anderson Marketing,  Farm Bureau Bank,
Farm Employers Laborers Service,
Land’s End Business Outfitters
Health Services
Clear Value Hearing, Farm Bureau Prescription
discount program, LensCrafters,
Preferred Alliance
Contact the MCFB Office at (559) 674-8871
or www.maderafb.com for details.

interested in advertising? contact:

Debra Leak Mid-Valley publishing

(559) 638-2244
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$500,000 grant for water technology
Center for Water Technology earns grant from U.S. Department of Commerce
FRESNO, Calif. — Fresno State’s
International Center for Water
Technology received a $500,000
grant from the U.S. Department
of Commerce to create the Central
Valley Regional Energy Innovation
Accelerator program.
The International Center for Water
Technology and the Water, Energy
and Technology (WET) Center will
oversee the three-year program that
will assist 20 to 25 entrepreneurs in
the water, energy and agricultural
industries with guidance in product
and technology development, commercialization, financial and market
analysis, sales strategies and team
building.
Participants will be part of a
fourth-month cohort that includes
a robust curriculum, mentorship,
workshops, presentations and conferences with potential customers,
industry leaders and investors.
Opportunities for accelerator companies include seed capital funding,
office space, a cultivated network of
mentors and other resources needed
to help scale their startups in exchange for a small amount of equity.
The program is modeled after an
award-winning
entrepreneurship
curriculum designed by Village
Capital and based on its peer-selected investment model.

The federal grant originated from
the U.S. Economic Development
Administration’s Regional Innovation Strategies program. Out of 215
applicants, 35 organizations across
the U.S. were selected for the $15
million program.
The accelerator program will leverage industry partnerships created by
the state energy commission’s Central Valley regional cluster for agriculture, water and energy that was
announced in 2016 and will also be
located on the Fresno State campus.
The cluster is funded by a $5 million
grant that will encourage and assist
entrepreneurs and emerging companies from 39 counties statewide
to develop water and energy-saving
technology. The cluster program
will also create water management
education programs to assist disadvantaged areas in the state.
“The accelerator and regional
cluster strengthen the Central Valley’s national reputation as a leader
in water, energy and ag technologies and innovation,” said Helle
Petersen, WET Center manager.
“The accelerator fills a critical gap
in start-up support and is a logical
next step for some of the top emerging companies from our cluster. The
emerging companies’ viability will
be strongly enhanced in their most
sensitive period by securing funding
and being surrounded by a network
of industry experts and end-users.

Courtesy Photo
The accelerator program will leverage industry partnerships created by the state energy
commission’s Central Valley regional cluster for agriculture, water and energy that was
announced in 2016 and will also be located on the Fresno State campus.

The area’s economic growth and core
industries such as agriculture will
benefit from the job creation, private
investment and new technology.”
With Fresno State’s water research
experience and its 1,000-acre campus farm, emerging companies can
also work with campus faculty, staff
and students and industry leaders
from the nation’s leading agricul-

tural area.
Accelerator program candidates
will be evaluated based on their
products’ scalability, potential return, highest impact, fundability,
commercial value, personnel skills
and leadership. More information
will be available atwww.BlueTechValley.org or by contacting Helle
Petersen at hellep@csufresno.edu. ■
—Fresno State

HOEKSTRA & ASSOCIATES, INC.
37.6 Acre Open Land, Kern Delta Water District, Great soils, Bakersﬁeld $996,400
80 Acre Horse Ranch, 2B 2B Mobile, Stables, hay barn & shop, Cuyama $420,000
140 AC Pistachio Ranch, Well and District Water, Lost Hills $42,500/Ac
176.8 AC 1000 Cow Dairy, Lemoore Canal Stock, Lemoore $3,500,000

298 AC Pistachio Ranch, 2 wells, Beautiful Home & shop, Fresno Co. $7,450,000
437 AC Row Crop Ranch, wells & District Water, Lemoore $11,580,500

475 AC Blackwell’s N-E Corner Hwy 33 & Hwy 46, Lost Hills, $1,600,000

644 AC Open Land, Well, Jacobs ID, Lemoore Canal Stock, Stratford, $4,850,000

Call or Text Dan Hoekstra to join our email list!
Check our website for current listings at www.hoekstra-associates.com

14703

DAN HOEKSTRA - (805) 839-8292 - CalBRE01942198
RUSS WAYMIRE - (559) 977-6000 - CalBRE01763629

014724

Morning Ag Clips
January 19, 2017
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San Luis Reservoir in California could
fill for first time in six years
By Lewis Griswold,
The Fresno Bee

San Luis Reservoir west of Los
Banos is on its way to filling for
the first time since 2011 as rain and
snow bring the state additional relief from a punishing drought.
Statewide, a series of storms over
the past two weeks have allowed
water managers to fill major reservoirs to above-normal levels for this
time of year.
Meanwhile, a healthy snowpack is
giving southern San Joaquin Valley
farmers hope that irrigation water
this summer will be plentiful because the southern Sierra Nevada
snowpack is now estimated at 124
percent of the average for April 1 –
and winter isn’t over yet.
There has been so much rain that
Gov. Jerry Brown declared a state
of emergency Monday for 50 California counties, including Fresno,

Madera, Tulare, Kings and Merced pumps from the San Joaquin Delta
counties and every other county in into San Luis Reservoir.
the Central Valley.
THE SIGNS ARE CERTAINLY
San Luis Reservoir is a key tool in POSITIVE AT THIS POINT.
the state’s water management sysJohn Leahigh, water operations
tem. It is used by both the state and manager for the State Water Project
federal governments to hold water
The state will fill its share of the
for urban and agricultural use.
reservoir by the first part of FebAs of Tuesday,
ruary, and “it’s
it is a little more
looking
very
than
threehopeful”
that
fourths full – 78
the U.S. Bureau
percent – and
of Reclamation
could be full by
will fill its share
April 1.
by the end of
“The
signs
March, he said.
are
certainly
The lake can
positive at this
hold about 2 milpoint,” said John
lion acre-feet of
Leahigh,
wawater, and the
ter
operations
state claims a
- Johnny Amaral,
manager
for
little more than
Deputy General Manager
the State Water
half of the space.
of External Affairs
Project, which
As of Tuesday,

Yes, we’re thankful
that it’s a banner year
in terms of hydrology –
it’s going to go down as
one of the best.

the state had filled about 90 percent
of its share, and the federal government had filled about 64 percent of
its share.
Westlands Water District, which
covers about 1,000 square miles of
farmland in Fresno and Kings counties, gets Central Valley Project water from the reservoir, but is watching with concern as it fills.
“Yes, we’re thankful that it’s a
banner year in terms of hydrology –
it’s going to go down as one of the
best,” said Johnny Amaral, deputy
general manager of external affairs.
But with “the feast or famine way
of operating the project ... the San
Luis reservoir is going to fill and fill
soon,” he said.
The problem is that when the reservoir fills, farmers who bought water in the drought to save for future
use must remove it or lose it, he said.
See San Luis; Page 5

4 locations to
serve our customers
FASTER & BETTER
608 N. Gateway

8 SERVICE BAYS
TIRES MOUNTED IN 30 MIN
HUNDREDS OF TIRES IN STOCK
HIGH TECH EQUIPMENT
ALIGNMENT & BRAKES
FINANCING AVAILABLE OAC

22800 Ave. 181/2

ACCROSS FROM PILOT TRUCK STOP





6 SERVICE TRUCKS
3 ACRES OF ROOM
24 HOUR ROAD SERVICE
NEW ACCOUNTS
WANTED

WE STAND FOR

209-723-1823

®

And for making smart
choices to ensure safety.

674-4678 674-6236

711 E. Childs Ave. - Merced

you.

Ask us about Nationwide ® farm and ranch insurance today.

Foster & Parker Insurance Agency

Steve Barsotti
1643 n. Schnoor Street, Ste 103, Madera, CA 93637
(559) 674-8536 •

1539 Robertson Blvd - Chowchilla

559-665-3704

SCH ETTLER TIRE
Since 1934

8940

SERVING THE LOCAL FARMERS FOR OVER 75 YEARS

13985








WS4U.com
Source: 2013 Munich Re: Report. Based on premium and loss data. Nationwide, the Nationwide N and Eagle and Nationwide is
on your side are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. We Stand For You is a service mark of Nationwide
Agribusiness Insurance Company. ©2015 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. Products underwritten by Nationwide
Agribusiness Insurance Company, Farmland Mutual Insurance Company, Allied Property and Casualty Insurance Company and
AMCO Insurance Company. Home Office: 110 Locust Street Des Moines, IA GPO-0171AO.2 (02/15)
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Rogers addresses water storage
Staff Report,
Chowchilla News
January 18, 2017

David Rogers, Madera County’s District 2 supervisor, recently visited Friant
Dam regarding the recent storms.
“There is no water shortage,” he said.
“What we have is a shortage of water
storage.”
To emphasize his point, Rogers said:
Last week water managers at Friant
Dam began releasing 6,000 cubic feet
of water per second to make room for
storm runoff and prevent flooding.
Rogers said every year there is an aver-

SAN LUIS

Continued from Page 4

“It’s expensive water,” Amaral
said. “We’re trying to do everything
we can to mitigate the impact on
growers. It’s tough to manage.”
Craig Trombly, a Department
of Water Resources civil engineer
overseeing the State Water Project,
said moving out so-called carryover
water is normal procedure.
“It’s part of the orderly management of the contracts,” he said, and
efforts are being made to find room
in other lakes to store it.
Trombly is focused on the big picture: “We have lots of water for 2017
supply,” he said. “We can’t lose sight
of that.”
WE HAVE LOTS OF WATER
FOR 2017 SUPPLY. WE CAN’T
LOSE SIGHT OF THAT.
Craig Trombly, Department of
Water Resources civil engineer
Meanwhile on the east side of the
Valley, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation is raising Millerton Lake,

age flood release from Friant of 500,000
acre-feet.
The storage capacity of Friant Dam is
520,000 acre-feet. “The proposed Temperance Flat Dam would more than
double the storage, and allow us to capture the water that is now released every
year for flooding,” Rogers said. “This
can be used to recharge the underground aquifer through interconnected
recharge basins.”
Rogers noted the yearly loss of this
water means that jobs, food, community health and prosperity are flowing
down the river out to the ocean. This
which on Tuesday was 72 percent
full. Inflow was about 14,422 cubic
feet per second while outflow from
Friant Dam was down to 4,000 cfs.
With no storms forecast, the bureau believes it’s safe to let the lake
rise. But if significant storms are
forecast, managers would start lowering the lake, said spokesman Louis Moore.
Irrigation district managers are
starting to get excited about all the
rain and the prospect of getting
surface water this summer from
Millerton Lake, via the FriantKern Canal, for both irrigation and
groundwater recharge.
“They (Bureau of Reclamation)
should be in a position to deliver
100 percent of Class 1 and a significant amount of Class 2,” said Eric
Quinley, general manager of the
Delano-Earlimart Irrigation District, referring to federal terms for
different types of water delivery.
The Friant Water Authority,
which represents 11 irrigation dis-

leaves already disadvantaged communities at a greater disadvantage.
Rogers said it is likely, with the new
presidential administration, that federal water policy will be re-examined
and changed in a manner favorable to
our region: “We need to build Temperance Flat Dam to preserve our water,
recharge our groundwater, and protect
jobs and our future.” ■
David Rogers, Madera County District 2
supervisor
www.vansphotography.com —
Submitted photo

tricts, said it’s waiting for the Feb.
1 snow survey before knowing what
to expect.
“The drought certainly feels like
it’s over, whether it is or not,” authority spokesman Alex Biering
said. “Our suspicion is the storms
have been colder than we thought
they would be. That’s good. It means
there will be more snow, and the
snowmelt and runoff will carry us
through into spring and into the irrigation season.”
Pine Flat Lake on the Kings River
also is rising. As of Tuesday, it was
59 percent full. The lake can hold
1 million acre-feet and was hold-

ing about 587,000, so there is room
for another 58,000 before the Army
Corps on Engineers would release
water in advance of storms, said
spokesman Tyler Stalker.
Meanwhile, smaller dams managed by the corps, such as at Kaweah, Success, McClure and Hidden
lakes, are releasing water to make
room for potential new storms, he
said. ■
contact

Debra Leak
To ADVERTISE IN THE
MADERA COUNTY
FARM BUREAU

(559) 638-2244

•• Orchard/Vineyard
Orchard/VineyardRemoval
Removal
••Grinding
Grinding ••Ripping
Ripping

Office
Office559-664-8863
559-664-8863
Cell
559-960-6791
Cell 559-960-6791
Fax
Fax559-664-8221
559-664-8221

8858

JohnYergat,
Yergat,President
President
John
12501Road
Road19,
19,Madera,
Madera,CA
CA 93637
93637
12501
Email
john@jfscompany.com
Email john@jfscompany.com

6131

•• All
All Aspects
AspectsofofLand
LandDevlopment
Devlopment
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Online calculators help growers improve nitrogen,
water efficiency - meet regulatory requirements
The Almond Board of California has created a tool - the Almond Nitrogen Calculator - which not only helps you manage your nitrogen
applications for efficient fertilizer use, but also generates a Nitrogen Management Plan as required by the Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program.
By Gabriele Ludwid
January 4, 2017

As we await proposed changes to the
Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program
(ILRP), current requirements are still
in place for all Central Valley Water
Quality Coalitions, including farm
evaluations, nitrogen summary reports,
and a sediment and erosion plan.
In high-vulnerability groundwater
areas, growers are required to submit
certified summary reports annually. In
low-vulnerability areas, the report must
be kept on-site and certification is not
required.
It is important to comply with these
requirements as the Central Valley Regional Water Board is actively enforcing the program with heavy fines for
growers who have not signed up for a
coalition or who have not submitted a
Nitrogen Management Plan (NMP).
The Almond Board of California
(ABC) has created a tool - the Almond
Nitrogen Calculator - that not only
helps you manage your nitrogen applications for efficient fertilizer use, but
also generates a NMP as required by
ILRP.
The N Calculator:
• Calculates fertilization rates based
on newest University of California nitrogen management research;
• Follows the Four R’s of nutrient
management (right source, right rate,
right timing and right location);
• Is based on crop demand and accounts for tree demand as well;
• Enables efficient fertilizer use;
• Has a library of fertilizers in pulldown menus for easy rate calculations,
based on data you enter in the system;
• Calculates nitrogen contributions
from non-fertilizer sources, including
groundwater, compost, and legume

cover crops;
• Recalculates fertilizer rates as April
leaf sample data and/or better yield estimates become available during the season; and
• Can clone the N budget from one
orchard to another within and between
years if orchards are similar.
This Nitrogen Calculator uses models
based on measuring demand throughout the Central Valley and developed by
UC Davis plant scientist Patrick Brown
and colleagues to predict how much nitrogen to apply and when to apply it to
meet yield-based demand.
To use the tool, growers enter their
yield estimates pre- and post-bloom,
including any additional sources of N
including groundwater and organic
matter. The calculator then provides
recommended N to be applied for the
growing season.
Post-bloom, estimates can be updated
with better data, including yield estimates, amounts of groundwater applied
(to account for N in groundwater), and
to add early-season tissue sampling results. The yield estimate can be revised
as many times as necessary between
post-bloom and final harvest.
Growers enter when and how much
fertilizer was applied; ideally, during
the recommended timing of early spring
after leaf-out, fruit growth, kernel fill,
and fruit maturity/early post-harvest.
At the end of the season, actual
yields are entered, along with the actual
amount of water applied if groundwater
is the source, and the tool will recalculate the efficiency for the season.
MAPPING TOOL
The Mapping Tool, also part of the N
Calculator, allows users to draw boundaries of their fields and enter assessor’s
parcel numbers (APNs), and then drop
pins to plot the locations of active or

abandoned wells or observation wells,
plus discharge points and any other feature you wish to record.
When you have that map along with
borders or APNs, you can create a map
report required as Part D of the ILRP
farm evaluation plan, and is also required to be on file for your NMP. The
Mapping Tool and Nitrogen Calculator
are integrated so the information does
not have to be entered twice.
For growers who have fields in multiple coalitions, which may have different
reporting requirements, the Mapping
Tool and the Nitrogen Calculator allow
you to enter the name of the coalition
and create separate reports for each coalition.
BETTER IRRIGATION MANAGEMENT = BETTER NITROGEN MANAGEMENT
For efficient nitrogen management,
efficient irrigation management is essential.
Today, most nitrogen applications in
almonds are made by fertigation. Key
areas that affect nitrogen efficiency are
irrigation distribution uniformity and
applying the right amount of water by
using an irrigation frequency adapted to
your soils to avoid water moving below
the root zone.
To accomplish the latter, consider
adding nitrogen later in the irrigation
run to keep it closer to the roots.
IRRIGATION UNIFORMIT Y
When using fertigation, growers are
relying on the applied water to move the
nitrogen into the soil in the root zone.
A key assumption is that the irrigation
system is applying the same amount of
water throughout the system, and that
it is applying a defined amount of water
per hour.
Unless you are regularly checking and
maintaining the irrigation system, the

assumptions of uniformity and rate of
application are likely incorrect. If so,
parts of the orchard may be under-or
over irrigated and consequently underor-over fertilized.
To find out more about maintaining
an irrigation system, please refer to the
Almond Irrigation Improvement Continuum at Almonds.com/Irrigation.
An important step in improving both
irrigation and nitrogen efficiency is to
test your irrigation system for pressure
variation and distribution uniformity,
and make adjustments as necessary.
IRRIGATION CALCULATOR
Another online tool, the Irrigation
Calculator, can be used to increase irrigation efficiency by recommending
the amount and timing of water to be
applied to almond orchards based on
evapotranspiration (ET), and taking
into consideration information about
the individual orchard and irrigation
system.
By automating the recommendation,
growers can save time, and because the
tool is integrated with active CIMIS
stations to calculate ETo, you’re assured
that the trees are neither overwatered
nor under-watered.
MOBILE USE
The Nitrogen Calculator, Irrigation
Calculator and Mapping Tool are available at the California Almond Sustainability Program (CASP) website,
SustainableAlmondGrowing.org. Once
there, take the time to fill out some of
the CASP modules, which are being
used to demonstrate the sustainability
of the California almond industry.
This website has recently been relaunched with reactive web design,
which means now it is accessible using
mobile devices for login, navigation,
assessment, reporting, and the calculators.” ■
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2016 State Winners AnnouncedCalifornia Foundation for
Ag in the Classroom
The 2016 State Winners for the
Imagine this... Story Writing Contest
have now been announced!
Learn the titles of this year’s winning
stories, and find out where these students come from: 2016 State Winners.
The awards ceremony will be held
March 22, 2017, in Sacramento. The
next edition of the book, Stories Inspired by Agriculture 2016 will debut at
the ceremony.
MADERA COUNTY STUDENT
RECOGNIZED IN STATEWIDE
AGRICULTURAL STORY WRITING CONTEST
SACRAMENTO, CA- One Made-

ra County student has been named a
regional winner of the 2016 Imagine
this… Story Writing Contest, a program of the California Foundation for
Agriculture in the Classroom. The contest is open to all California 3rd - 8th
grade students. The following Madera
County student was selected as one of
the 46 regional winners from across the
state who will be honored for their creativity and writing skills:
• Emily Micallef, Fourth Grade,
Coarsegold Elementary School (Coarsegold), Peace Garden, Teacher, Ron
Johnson ■

9314
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Our local
PG&E
representative
would like
to provide us
with a few
helpful tips
To help prevent power outages;
PG&E would like you to report bird
nests on transformers. Once reported,
PG&E will send a crew out to identify
if the nest can be safely removed.
Please call 1-800-PGE -5000 (1800-743-5000). The power may need to
be turned off for a short time for safety
precautions. You may ask the PGE representative to reset your pumps, as they
will not automatically restart.
Stay informed with Outage Alerts
delivered via text, email or phone.
By signing up for outage alerts with
PG&E, you will be alerted to outages

at your meters, which is extremely important information to have when you
are running an irrigation pump.
You can set up automated alerts in

your online PG&E account, you may
also call the Agricultural Customer
Service Center at 1-877-311-3276,
Monday-Saturday, 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

The election should
send a message—loud
and clear—to our politicians: ignore rural
America at your own
risk!.
Photo Contributed
AFBF President Zippy Duvall

FB SENDS MESSAGE
Continued from Page 1

need for regulatory reform. And they
responded on-the-fly.

Duvall also called on Farm Bureau
members to explain how, every day, the
men and women who grow food for
America and the world work to make
the environment better.

- Zippy Duval,
President of American
Farm Bureau Federation
“Just think about it for a minute,” Duvall said. “By using modern technologies, today’s farmers grow more crops
on the same amount of land, using less
plowing and pesticides, feeding more

Once you set up your alerts in your
Account, PG&E will notify you when
outages affect your business. You’ll get
restoration timing and other updates. ■
people. By developing more uses for our
crops, like energy, we are making our
economy more sustainable. If farmers
don’t take care of our land, we cannot
stay in business.”
Duvall reminded the 5,000 farmers
and ranchers in attendance that a reliable and profitable supply of labor is
central to economic sustainability. He
called on Congress to pass legislation to
assure farm laborers can work without
fear of deportation.
“Without a legal supply of labor,
too many farmers face lost crops, and
they can’t compete on the world market,” Duvall said. “Mr. Trump says he
wants to keep American jobs from going overseas. One way he can do that is
by keeping America’s food production
in America.” ■
—American Farm Bureau Federation
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TRUMP ABANDONS
Continued from Page 1

tending their reach.
“We’ve been talking about this for
a long time,” Mr. Trump said as he
signed a document formalizing his decision. The withdrawal from the trade
pact, he added, is a “great thing for the
American worker.”
Aides signaled that Mr. Trump may
also move quickly on renegotiating the
North American Free Trade Agreement. He is scheduling meetings with
the leaders of Canada and Mexico, the
two main partners in that pact, first negotiated by the elder President George
Bush and pushed through Congress by
President Bill Clinton. Nafta has been
a major driver of American trade for
nearly two decades, but it has long been
divisive, with critics blaming it for lost
jobs and lower wages.

Mr. Trump outlined his views in his
Inaugural Address on Friday, when he
promised an “America First” approach
to the world. “We must protect our borders from the ravages of other countries
making our products, stealing our companies and destroying our jobs,” he said.
“Protection will lead to great prosperity
and strength.”
He said that his policy would be to
“buy American and hire American.”
The Obama administration arduously
negotiated the Pacific trade pact over
eight years. Under legislation passed
by Congress, the accord could not be
amended once completed, nor could
it be joined without congressional approval. Mr. Obama never submitted the
partnership for approval, understanding that a defeat in Congress would be
worse than leaving the deal in hibernation.
In discarding the Trans-Pacific Part-

nership, or T.P.P., Mr. Trump tacked
away from his Republican allies in
Congress who have long supported such
trade agreements. Speaker Paul D. Ryan
worked closely with Mr. Obama to pass
legislation granting the president socalled fast-track authority to negotiate
the trade agreement over the objections
of many Democrats. But amid opposition, Congress never approved the deal
itself.
The agreement brought together the
United States and 11 other nations
along the Pacific Rim, including Canada, Mexico, Japan, Vietnam, Malaysia and Australia, creating a free-trade
zone for about 40 percent of the world’s
economy. It was intended to lower tariffs while setting rules for resolving
trade disputes, setting patents and protecting intellectual property.
Mr. Obama and his Republican allies argued that the pact would open

growing foreign markets to American
businesses. But Democrats, ultimately
including Hillary Clinton, even though
she had helped push negotiations forward as secretary of state, said it would
benefit wealthy corporations at the expense of workers and the environment.
Mr. Trump sided with them, and
he beat Mrs. Clinton in crucial Midwestern industrial states like Michigan
and Wisconsin that had traditionally
gone Democratic but have been hurt by
changes in manufacturing over recent
decades.
The president’s action on the deal
came the same day he met with business leaders in the morning and was set
to speak with union leaders in the afternoon. He will also meet with congressional leaders of both parties and hold a
separate meeting with Mr. Ryan. ■

BUSINESS DIRECTORY At Your Service

Valley Feed
121 N. Gateway Drive
Madera, CA 93637

Tree & Vine Supplies
Ph: (559) 674-6735 • Fax: (559) 661-7200

Introduce your business
to new clients –

• Fuels
• Lubricants
• Propane

Reserve your space in the

Agriculture Today
Business Directory

1300 S. Gateway Drive
P.O. Box 1263
Madera, CA 93639

(559) 673-3597
(800) 421-3370
(559) 673-6608 fax

For all your Service, Parts & Sales Needs

IRRIGATING THE VALLEY SINCE
1967
DESIGN THROUGH INSTALLATION
559-673-4261
559-674-4078

1100 South Madera Ave (Hwy 145), Madera

(559) 674-5661

19170 HWY 99
MADERA, CA 93637

RAISIN PAPER ROLLS

RAISIN GROWERS

This Could Be

Your Space

Nathan Chang
985 12th St
P.O. Box 97
Firebaugh, CA 93622

Sales

Bus: 559-659-2039
Fax: 559-659-3267
Cell: 559-694-1041

thomasontractor.com
nchang@thomasontractor.com

Guaranteed
Call Chad Today! Quality &
Pricing!
Ph: 237-3819
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Entries now being accepted to third annual Big Fresno Fair
San Joaquin Valley Olive Oil Competition
All olive oil producers throughout California are eligible; deadline is March 24, 2017
the Extra Virgin Olive Oil category and
the Flavored Oil category. Judging will
be evaluated and scored as follows:

Giving olive oil
producers within California the opportunity
and place to showcase
their quality products
has had a tremendous
response.
- Stacy Rianda,
Deputy Manager at
The Big Fresno Fair
• Gold Medal: Awarded to an olive
oil that demonstrates its type and/or varietal character, balance, structure and
complexities to the highest standards.
Gold Medals will be awarded to those
oils receiving scores between 86 – 100
points.

12811

• Silver Medal: Awarded to an olive
oil reflecting the correct distribution of
balance and character of its type or variety; an oil deemed to be well crafted
and of excellent quality. Silver Medals
will be awarded to those oils receiving
scores between 76- 85 points.
• Best of Show: Awarded to an olive
oil recognized to possess special characteristics of the highest quality overall.
Producers may submit multiple entries
under one category but may not submit
a particular entry to more than one category. All entries must be available for
commercial sale at the time of entry.
Entries are due by March 24, 2017 by
4:30 p.m. Judging will be held on April
4, 2017 and winners will be announced
on April 13, 2017 by 5:00 p.m.
Gold Medal and Best of Show winners will have the opportunity to have
a booth in the Wells Fargo Agricultural
Building on one day during a weekend
of the 2017 Big Fresno Fair where they
can taste, display and sell their awardwinning product. Additionally, educational information will be set up so that
Fairgoers can learn more about the art
of making olive oil, its health benefits,
recipes and more.
Each submission must include an enSee Entries; Page 12

8798

FRESNO, CALIFORNIA, January 23, 2017…The third annual San
Joaquin Valley Olive Oil Competition
(SJVOOC) is now accepting entries
from all olive oil producers in the State
of California. To qualify for the opportunity to showcase their flavorful products, olive oil must be made from the
most recent olive harvest; deadline to
enter is March 24, 2017.
“Giving olive oil producers within
California the opportunity and place

to showcase their quality products has
had a tremendous response,” said Stacy
Rianda, Deputy Manager at The Big
Fresno Fair. “After a very successful first
two years, we look forward to drawing
even more producers from even more
corners of California.”
There are two classes for entries: Extra Virgin Olive Oil and Flavored Olive Oil. Competition categories in the
Extra Virgin Olive Oil class include:
Spanish Blends (arbequina, arbosana,
etc.); Spanish Singles; Italian Blends
(ascolano, etc.); Italian Singles; Other
Blends (picholine, barouni, etc.); Other
Singles. Competition categories in the
Flavored Olive Oil class include: Citrus; Herbal (rosemary; basil, etc.); and
Other Flavors (chile, jalapeno, garlic,
etc.).
Awards will be given out for Gold and
Silver medals in each category, as well
as one overall “Best of Show” in both
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Nationwide hosts fourth annual grain bin
safety contest to help save lives
The contest has awarded grain rescue tubes to 32 fire departments across 15 states

DES MOINES, Iowa – For the
fourth consecutive year, Nationwide
is collaborating with industry leaders
and agricultural professionals to host
the Nominate Your Fire Department
Contest as part of this year’s Grain Bin
Safety Week.
The safety contest runs from Jan. 1
through May 31. It will award grain
rescue tubes and specialized hands-on
training to help first responders save

lives when farmers and other workers
become dangerously entrapped in grain
bins and other grain storage structures.
“Deploying a grain rescue tube is
the only way to safely remove someone
trapped in grain,” said Brad Liggett,
president of Nationwide Agribusiness.
“Until we can convince all farmers and
other grain handlers to develop a zeroentry mentality, we will continue to
make tubes available.”
Since its inception in 2014, the contest has attracted over 1,000 nominations and awarded tubes and training
to 32 fire departments across 15 states.
One of those winners — the Westphalia Fire Department in Kansas — used
their new skills in 2015 to rescue a man
who became entrapped in a grain bin.
Grain Bin Safety Week 2017 is made
possible by Nationwide, the No. 1 farm
insurer , CHS, West Side Salvage, Specialty Risk Insurance, ABIS, KC Supply Co., The Scoular Company, Authur
J Gallagher & Co., NOHR Wortmann
Engineering, National Farm Medicine
Center and the National Education

Until we can convince all farmers and
other grain handlers to
develop a zero-entry
mentality, we will
continue to make tubes
available.
- Brad Liggett,
President of
Nationwide Agribusiness
Center for Agricultural Safety.
For more information about the program, purpose or nomination process,
visit www.grainbinsafetyweek.com.
About Nationwide
Nationwide, a Fortune 100 company
based in Columbus, Ohio, is one of the

largest and strongest diversified insurance and financial services organizations in the U.S. and is rated A+ by both
A.M. Best and Standard & Poor’s. The
company provides a full range of insurance and financial services, including
auto, commercial, homeowners, farm
and life insurance; public and private
sector retirement plans, annuities and
mutual funds; banking and mortgages;
pet, motorcycle and boat insurance. For
more information, visit www.nationwide.com.
Nationwide, Nationwide is on your
side and the Nationwide N and Eagle
are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. © 2017 Nationwide. ■
Source: 2015 SNL Financial Report.
Based on statutory data.
contact

Debra Leak
To ADVERTISE
IN THE
MADERA COUNTY
FARM BUREAU

(559) 638-2244

Presented by Emma Perez,
American Red Cross Certified
Instructor

3 Star
Consulting
Services, LLC

Friday, January 27, 2017- Spanish
Friday, February 17, 2017- English

Friday, February 24-English/Spanish combo *If needed.
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try form, at least two 250 ml bottles of
the olive oil with retail labels attached
and a $60 non-refundable fee per entry.
Entries can be dropped off at The Big
Fresno Fair Administration Office or
can be shipped to SJVOOC – The Big
Fresno Fair, 1121 S. Chance Ave. Fresno, CA 93702 no later than 4:30 p.m.
on March 24, 2017. Any entry delivered
by mail, freight or express must be prepaid. The Administration Office is open
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. for drop offs.
Last year, 61 entries from all throughout California were received. Below is
a list of the Gold Medal Winners and
Best of Show. For a complete 2016 winners list, go to: https://www.fresnofair.
com/sjv-olive-oil-competition.
Extra Virgin Olive Oils –
Gold Medal Winners
• Spanish Blends
o Enzo Olive Oil Company’s
			 Tyler Florence Test Kitchen
			 EVOO (Clovis)
o Rosenthal Olive Ranch’s
			 Arbosana (Madera)

• Spanish Singles
o Coldani Olive Ranch’s
			 Calivigin Premium EVOO
			 (Lodi)
o Calolea Olive Ranch’s Calolea
			 Mission (Marysville)
o The Olive Press’ Picual
			 (Sonoma)
• Italian Blends
o Winter Creek Olive Oil’s
			 Winter Creek Olive Oil
			 (Winter Creek)
o Winter Creek Olive Oil’s
			 Ruscello d’Inverno (Winter
			 Creek)
o Coldani Olive Ranch’s Lodi
			 Olive Growers Blend (Lodi)
			 The Olive Press’ Italian Blend
			 (Sonoma)
o Coppetti Olive Oil’s Harvest
			 Blend (Modesto)
o Bava Family Grove’s Bava
			 Monticelli Estate Napa Valley
			 (Escalon)
o San Miguel Olive Farm’s
			 Tuscan Nectar of the Gods
			 (San Miguel)
o San Miguel Olive Farm’s
			 Tuscan Gold (San Miguel)

• Italian Singles
o Coldani Olive Ranch’s Lodi
			 Olive Oil Ascolano (Lodi)
• Other Blends
o Bozzano Olive Ranch’s A2
			 (Stockton)
Flavored Olive Oils –
Gold Medal Winners
• Citrus
o The Olive Press’ Lime
			 (Sonoma)
o The Olive Press’ Limonata
			 (Sonoma)
• Herbal
o Coldani Olive Ranch’s
			 Calivirgin Bountiful Basil
			 (Lodi)
• Other Flavors
o Coldani Olive Ranch’s
			 Calivirgin Jalapeno Garlic
			 (Lodi)
o Coldani Olive Ranch’s
			 Calivirgin Extreme Heat
			 Serrano (Lodi)
Best Of Show
• The Olive Press’ Picual (Sonoma)
• Coldani Olive Ranch’s Calivirgin
Bountiful Basil (Lodi)

For more information about the new
San Joaquin Valley Olive Oil Competition
(SJVOOC), including downloadable entry
forms and deadlines, please visit www.
fresnofair.com/sjv-olive-oil-competition,
email questions to srianda@fresnofair.com
or call The Big Fresno Fair office at (559)
650-FAIR.
About The Big Fresno Fair:
The Big Fresno Fair, founded in 1884, is
the fifth largest fair in the state of California and represents the 21st District Agricultural Association. More than 600,000
people from throughout the State visit The
Big Fresno Fair each year making it the
largest event in the Central Valley. Members of the Board of Directors include: Debbie Jacobsen, President; Larry Serpa, Vice
President; Jerry Pacheco, Secretary/Treasurer; Leta Ciavaglia, Linda Mae Balakian Hunsucker, Elizabeth Hudson, Ricky
Vang, Dora Westerlund and William
White. John C. Alkire heads the daily operations in his role as CEO. The 2017 Big
Fresno Fair will run October 4 – 15. For
more information about The Big Fresno
Fair, please visit www.FresnoFair.com.
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