Madera County

Farm Bureau

agriculture
today
AG HAZMAT WORKSHOP
JANUARY 17TH

December 2017

Vol. 7, No. 12

See page 6

The California State Supreme Court
on Monday ruled against Gerawan
Farming’s attempts to dismantle the
state’s process for settling employment
contract disputes.
Gerawan, one of the largest tree fruit
farmers in the nation and based in Fresno County, has been locked in a battle
with the United Farm Workers for four
years over a union agreement with its
workers.
The dispute has lead to numerous lawsuits, a failed attempt to kick the union
out and several findings of unfair labor

JANUARY 25TH
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State Supreme Court rules against Gerawan
Farming in dispute with United Farm Workers
By Robert Rodriguez,
The Fresno Bee
November 27, 2017

CPR TRAINING

practices by the California Agricultural
Labor Relations Board.
At issue before the state Supreme
Court was the legality of the process
known as Mandatory Mediation and
Conciliation and whether the UFW’s
alleged absence for 17 years should be
considered a factor.
In its 48-page decision, the justices
ruled against Gerawan on both counts.
“We conclude that the MMC (mandatory mediation and conciliation) statute neither violates equal protection nor
unconstitutionally delegates legislative
power,” the ruling states.
Gerawan’s attorney Ron Barsamian
said the company intends to ask the
U.S. Supreme Court to review the deci-

sion.
The justices also did not accept Gerawan’s argument that the union’s absence during those years meant it
forfeited its status as an employee representative.
The state created the mandatory
mediation process as a way to compel
employers, who were often accused by
worker advocates for dragging their
feet in contract negotiations. Under the
state’s rules, the MMC can begin after
an initial 30-day period of voluntary
mediation is exhausted.
The mediator takes evidence and
hears arguments from the parties on all
disputed issues, then submits a report to

See GERAWAN FARMING; Page 2

2017 CASI Farmer Innovator Recognition
of Michael McRee of Chowchilla, CA

2017 CASI Innovator of the Year Michael McRee

In a recent meeting of San Joaquin
Valley NRCS and Resource Conservation Districts leaders held at the Wool
Growers’ Restaurant in Los Banos, CA,
the 2017 Conservation Agriculture
Farmer Innovator Award was presented
to Chowchilla, CA farmer, Michael
McRee.
McRee is a dairy producer milking
close to 2000 cows at his farm west of
the small San Joaquin Valley town of
Chowchilla who also double crops his
own dairy forage as well as tomatoes
and alfalfa crops on about 850 acres.
His pioneering quest to improve the
performance of his silage production
systems began back in 2007 with tenacity and creativity. Following a great
deal of study and experimentation, he
developed a very successful strip-tillage
system for his silage corps that was

CALENDAR
DECEMBER

ESJ Workshops at MCFB by appointment
only, please call 209-303-1468
19 UC Extension Madera Winter IPM
Field Meeting. Register at
http://cemadera.ucanr.edu
22-31
Office closed for holidays

JANUARY

ESJ Workshops at MCFB by appointment
only, please call 209-303-1468
1 Office closed in Observance of
New Year’s Day
11 Water Forum at Madera Community
College Center, call 559-674-8871 to
RSVP
17 Agricultural Hazardous Materials
Workshop, 2p.m. - 4p.m. at MCFB,
RSVP by email Richard.Jitsumyo
co.madera.ca.gov or phone (559) 6757823 ext. 3422
19 Ag Roundtable at MCCC, call 559-674
8871 to RSVP
24 2018 New Law Update at MCFB
8 a.m. - 10 a.m.
25 CPR & First Aid Training (Spanish) at
MCFB 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

FEBRUARY

ESJ Workshops at MCFB by appointment
only, please call 209-303-1468
13-15
World Ag Expo in Tulare
14 Valentine’s Day
15 CPR & First Aid Training (English) at
MCFB 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.
22 CPR & First Aid Training (English &
Spanish) at MCFB 8 a.m. - 1p.m

spurred initially by his interest in saving passes through his fields to use less
fuel and labor. But, after his pioneering
efforts with strip-till which were some
of the very earliest in the entire San
Joaquin Valley, he soon found that the
practice held other important benefits
for his farm as well. He noticed an inSee RECOGNITION; Page 4
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New MCFB Donors
MCFB would like to thank all our members who
help support our work through their voluntary
contributions for the month of November:

Almond Works, Inc.
Allen A. Cosyns
Bapu Almonds
Daniel R. Rogers
Jerry P. Logoluso
Loren Freeman
Madera Pumps Inc.
Manuel G. Mancebo
Renald Pitman
Ryan A. Cosyns

2016 - 2017 Executive Committee
President: Jay Mahil
1st Vice President: Nick Davis
2nd Vice President/Treasurer: Michael Naito
Secretary: Laura Gutile
Appointed by President: Steve Massaro
Appointed by President: Dennis Meisner
Appointed by President: Tom Rogers
Appointed by President: Chris Wylie

Directors at Large
Michele Lasgoity
Robert Cadenazzi
Jennifer Markarian
Ryan Cosyns
Scott Maxwell
Clay Daulton
Neil McDougald
Stephen Elgorriaga
Jeff McKinney
Jason Erickson
Pat Ricchiuti
Clay Haynes

October Donors
GAR Tootelian
Jan Mytych

California Farm Bureau - District 9 Director
Tom Rogers
California Farm Bureau Committee
Energy, Air, and Climate- Clay Daulton
Agriculture Labor- Jay Mahil, Nick Davis
Federal Economy & Farm Policy- Scott Maxwell
Marketing, Organics and Food Safety- Tom Rogers
Pollinator & Crop Production- Ryan Cosyns
Office Staff
Executive Director: Christina Beckstead
Executive Assistant: Kristen Sargent
Madera County Farm Bureau
1102 South Pine Street
Madera, CA 93637
(559) 674-8871; www.maderafb.com
Advertising/Publishing
Mid-Valley Publishing
1130 G Street, Reedley, CA 93654
Advertising Sales
Debra Leak (559) 638-2244

To become a DONOR call

674-8871
New MCFB Members
MCFB welcomes the following new
Agricultural (producer), Associate (consumer)
Collegiate, and Business Support members
who joined in November.

NAME

CITY

Bruce Chapman

G

Chowchilla

Melanie Hicks

G

Madera

To become a MEMBER call

674-8871

Editor
Kristen Sargent
Periodical Postage
Paid at Fresno, California 93706
POSTMASTER
Send address changes to:
Madera County Farm Bureau
1102 South Pine Street, Madera, CA 93637
The Madera County Farm Bureau does not assume
responsibility for statements by advertisers or for
products advertised in Madera County Farm Bureau.

Farm Bureau Membership Benefits
Insurance

Nationwide Travel Insurance
Nationwide Agribusiness,
VPI Pet Insurance

News and Entertainment
AgAlert,
California Country Mag & T.V.

Vehicles

Avis, Budget, Ford,
Hertz Vehicle Rentals

Do-It-Yourself

Grainger, Kelly-Moore Paints,
Dunn Edwards Paints, Case IH,
CAT, Grainger and Western Square
Ind., O'Reilly Auto Parts

Travel

Choice Hotels, Wyndham Hotels

Business Services

Anderson Marketing,
Farm Bureau Bank,
Farm Employers Laborers Service,
A4 Promotions

Health Services

Clear Value Hearing, Farm Bureau
Prescription discount program,
LensCrafters, Preferred Alliance
Contact the MCFB Office at
(559) 674-8871 or
www.maderafb.com for details.

P/C/B

Madera County
Farm Bureau Members
Discounts for
Business members
•
•
•
•
•

Earn the lowest advertising rate
Free spot color in your advertising
No charge for ad design
First ad at discounted price
Business card listing in our “At Your
Service Directory”  while ad appears
in newspaper
• Run your non commercial classified
ad at no charge for 3 months
Call Debra Leak for more information. Let
Mid Valley Publishing assist you in profiling
your business and services to its greatest
potential.

559-638-2244

President’s Message
2017 has officially
come to an end and
with the start of a
new year there are
new beginnings and
more work. As I reflect on this past
year, I think about
how we had amazing rain and snowfall
that brought much
Jay Mahil,
joy to farmers after a
President
long drought. Many
areas finally received
surface water that was well overdue
and needed! The 2017 growing year
cooperated with growers, allowing for
harvest and delivery of crops without
incident. As we move into 2018 there
are many hurdles that still must be
overcome; first is the minimum wage
increase that will push up costs for all
to endure, and the second hurdle is a
work in progress, SGMA. We need
to figure out how we can achieve a
sustainable groundwater level. In my
opinion, this is the biggest hurdle to
cross, due to legislation not giving us
clear guidelines to work within, but
expecting us to minimize pumping.
As a grower I fully want to protect our
groundwater for future generations to
utilize as all growers want, but we

need a secure surface water delivery to
help us attain this goal.
Equally as important as water talk,
is operational safety. As the new year
starts. I encourage everyone to reevaluate your operations. Look at
your safety and regulations as a business. This is something I believe is
often overlooked, and hurts growers when treated as an afterthought.
Please look for upcoming safety trainings provided by the farm bureau to
help ensure our members are current
on their safety certifications. Also,
if there is something that you would
like us to address or highlight during
these trainings; please do not hesitate
to call our office. We are always looking to improve and expand our scope
of trainings. .
Looking for a great gift for the
quickly approaching holiday? Look
no further! The 2018 gun raffle calendars are available for purchase. They
make great gifts for the holidays, so
please see our website or call our office
for details. From my family to yours,
I wish you a Merry Christmas and
a very Happy and Prosperous New
Year! ■

GERAWAN FARMING

UFW officials were thankful the justice’s ruled against the farming company.
“The state high court categorically rejected all of Gerawan’s legal and constitutional challenges to California’s
landmark Mandatory Mediation Law
– including its allegations about “abandonment” by the union – and upheld
the law’s constitutionality,” Arturo Rodriguez, the UFW’s president said in a
statement.
Rodriguez said that now the court
has ruled, Gerawan should immediately
“honor the union contract hammered
out by a neutral state mediator in 2013
and pay its workers the more than $10
million it already owes them.”
Assemblyman Jim Patterson, R-Fresno, strongly disagreed with Monday’s
ruling.
“The United Farm Workers union
has had a powerful grip on California
for decades,” Patterson said. “The unfair
laws they’ve put in place make farmworkers powerless in deciding their
own fate – stripping them of the same
employee rights afforded to every other
worker in this state. Today’s decision by
the Supreme Court unjustly allows one
of these laws to continue.” ■

Continued from Page 1

the board with the mediator’s findings
on what should be the terms of the collective bargaining agreement.
Both parties are bound to the terms of
the imposed agreement.
Barsamian said it is unfair for the
company’s current employees to be under a union contract for which few of
them voted.
“Many were not born in 1990 when
the UFW last stood for election as their
representatives,” he said. “Now, despite
a history of earning the industry’s highest wages, the state wants to force these
workers to pay 3 percent of their wages
to the UFW or lose their jobs.”
Barsamian said that company’s workers still deserve the right to know the
results of a disputed 2013 election to try
and oust the UFW.
“Nothing in today’s opinion prevents the employees’ ballots from being
counted. In fact, the court’s decision
makes clear why these ballots must be
counted,” Barsamian said. “Currently
pending before the California Fifth
District Court of appeal is a petition
filed by the workers arguing that the
ballots cast in that November 2013
election be counted.”
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US ag secretary visits young Madera
farmer during two-day California visit
By Ashley Panoo,
The Fresno Bee
November 5, 2017

Ashley Panoo/The Fresno Bee
U.S. secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue, center right, poses for a photo with Mark
Cavallero, right, and his parents Kerin and Jim Cavallero, left, after touring the Cavallero
Farm on Sunday, Nov. 5, 2017.

erage age of a farmer in the U.S. is
58.3 years old.
“We’re looking at the challenges
now in setting up young people in
agriculture,” Perdue said. “How
can we enable young producers like
Mark to start and get a foothold in
agriculture? There are huge barriers.”
He said the Trump administration is looking into removing im-

pediments and overregulation to
help young farmers operate and own
their own farms.
“We’re working on a legal guestworker program,” Perdue said.
“There’s some real challenges between seasonal crops and the dairy
business, because cows have to be
milked everyday. … It’s a complex
issue.”
Perdue said he was excited to drive

8798

15047

MADERA – The U.S. Secretary
of Agriculture stopped at a Madera
farm Sunday evening as part of his
two-day visit to California, where
Sonny Perdue talked about helping
young people in the farming industry and about the challenges farmers
in California face.
The former governor of Georgia
also made an appearance at Modesto
Junior College on Sunday and on
Monday he was in Kern County for
a round table with local producers at
Grimmway Farm in Arvin.
In Madera, Perdue toured Cavallero Farm with owner Mark Cavallero, a 21-year-old Reedley College
student who was a 2017 national
FFA American Star Farmer finalist.
Perdue was joined by Democratic
congressmen Jim Costa of Fresno
and Jimmy Panetta of Carmel Valley.
Cavallero’s family has owned the
land since 1912, Cavallero said,
and he began farming grapes at 10
years old. Now he farms 10 acres of
Thompson seedless grapes and 42
acres of almonds.
Perdue said farmers are aging, and
that’s a problem. According to the
U.S. Census of Agriculture, the av-

by all the orchards and vineyards in
the central San Joaquin Valley because California is much different
than his home state of Georgia.
“I appreciate you showing me what
an almond orchard looks like,” Perdue told Cavallero. “Come to Georgia and I’ll show you what a pecan
grove looks like.”
Perdue added, “It’s just stunning to come here and see it on the
ground. Just mile after mile, seeing
the orchards and vineyards is amazing.”
Costa said he is working with Perdue on a bipartisan farm bill.
“He understands what the most
important product is out there – the
farmer,” Costa said.
Note: The original story had the
wrong year for when the Cavallero
family purchased their land.
U.S. secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue, center right, poses for a
photo with Mark Cavallero, right,
and his parents Kerin and Jim Cavallero, left, after touring the Cavallero Farm on Sunday, Nov. 5, 2017.
ASHLEIGH PANOO apanoo@
fresnobee.com. ■
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New California water bond measures endorsed by key policy group
The Association of California Wager Agencies, whose 430 public agency members handle 90 percent of the water
sent to farms and cities, backs a pair of bond measures slated for the June and November 2018 ballots, respectively.
By Tim Hearden,
Capital Press
November 27, 2017

Geral Meral

provide needed funds to continue
to implement (Gov. Jerry Brown’s)
Water Action Plan.”
The ACWA, whose 430 public
agency members handle 90 percent
of the water delivered to the state’s
cities, farms and businesses, was set
to give a presentation on the bonds
at its fall conference Nov. 29 in
Anaheim.
Though the measures would come

4 locations to
serve our customers
FASTER & BETTER







608 N. Gateway

8 SERVICE BAYS
TIRES MOUNTED IN 30 MIN
HUNDREDS OF TIRES IN STOCK
HIGH TECH EQUIPMENT
ALIGNMENT & BRAKES
FINANCING AVAILABLE OAC

22800 Ave. 181/2

ACCROSS FROM PILOT TRUCK STOP





6 SERVICE TRUCKS
3 ACRES OF ROOM
24 HOUR ROAD SERVICE
NEW ACCOUNTS
WANTED

209-723-1823

Continued from Page 1

crease in the water-holding capacity of
his soil since working with strip-tillage,
as well as increased consistency in the
soil’s ability to absorb water, mellower
soil overall, and more consistent crop
stands and yields overall. Improved soil
tilth, increased soil organic matter, and
earthworms, - are all things that now
give him consistent yields year to year
without extreme highs or lows.

Early on, he was very keen in seeking
out information and experience from
several other CT pioneers both here in
the SJV, as well as during his trips back
to the Midwest to learn about management alternatives. When he started out
with CT in 2007, he then soon began
using his own equipment to do custom work for local neighbors, who have
themselves also now adopted CT systems for their own farms. He readily
admits that he faced challenges early on.
See RECOGNITION; Page 5

Shredding

674-4678 674-6236

711 E. Childs Ave. - Merced

RECOGNITION

Canal in Tulare and Kern counties.
Meral has said his initiative is “a
follow-up” to Proposition 1, noting
that it’s heavy on groundwater restoration, waste water recycling and
water for fish and wildlife.
“ACWA represents hundreds of
water agencies throughout California, and is certainly the most influential water organization in the
state,” Meral said in an email. “Their
endorsement gives the signal to local water agencies that this measure
is highly beneficial to water conservation, development and management in California.”
The proposal comes as the California Water Commission is considering 12 applications for portions of
$2.5 billion in Proposition 1 funding for storage projects. The commission expects to make final determinations in June 2018. ■

1539 Robertson Blvd - Chowchilla

559-665-3704

Bursey
By

SCH ETTLER TIRE
Since 1934

8940

SERVING THE LOCAL FARMERS FOR OVER 75 YEARS

Almonds • Walnuts • Pistachios • Citrus

15048

SACRAMENTO — Two new
water bonds slated to be put before
California voters in 2018 have received the endorsement of a key water policy group.
The Association of California Water Agencies’ board has voted unanimously to support a $4 billion June
ballot measure for water and parks
projects and an anticipated $8.9 billion November initiative proposed
by former state resources official
Gerald Meral.
ACWA Executive Director Timothy Quinn said the bonds would
provide critical funding for water
management projects ranging from
recycling technologies to groundwater recharge and flood protection.
“We view (the measures) as complementary,” Quinn told the Capital
Press. He added the bonds “would

just four years after voters approved
Proposition 1, a $7.5 billion water
bond, Quinn believes there’s still a
willingness among the state’s residents to support water system improvements.
“We would urge voters to look at
both sides, and we think they will
likely vote yes,” he said. “Water
bonds have consistently been successful in California.”
The June measure was placed on
the ballot by legislators, who approved a bill by state Sen. Kevin de
Leon, D-Los Angeles. The measure
will include $750 million for flood
protection and prevention and $500
million for such projects as safe
drinking water and groundwater
sustainability.
Meanwhile, Meral, a former deputy secretary of the state Natural
Resources Agency, has been gathering signatures this fall for his proposal for such water-related projects
as repairs to the sinking Friant-Kern

(559) 352-0926
Madera, CA
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Petition kicks off to repeal increase in California gasoline tax
Here's where your
money goes when
you get gas.

needed to upgrade the state’s transportation infrastructure, as well as
reduce traffic jams, improve mass
transit and expand bike lanes.
According to state estimates, a
$130 billion backlog in transportation repair and replacement projects
has piled up. Analysis of Senate Bill
1 said rough roads result in each
driver in California spending about
$700 a year in extra vehicle repairs.
Groups including the California
Chamber of Commerce, the Southern California Association of Governments and the Fix Our Roads
Coalition, a collection of business
and labor groups and transportation
advocates, came out in favor of SB1.
“I think we reached a tipping point
last year when we had all of that
heavy rain, washouts on the roads
and situations across the state where
Caltrans was closing highways and
this was because of decades of neglected infrastructure,” said Michael Quigley, executive director of
the California Alliance for Jobs, one
of the members of the coalition.
Passed by the Legislature, which
is dominated by Democrats, Senate Bill 1 has been controversial
from the moment Gov. Jerry Brown

signed it into law in April.
Republican critics say revenue
from previous gas tax increases
have been diverted to other spending programs. Democrats say SB1
has protections in place to prevent
misuse of the money and voters can
enshrine the protections into law in
June 2018.
The bill has also resulted in DeMaio leading an effort to recall state
Sen. Josh Newman, D-Fullerton,
for voting in favor of SB1. Newman
was elected last year in a close race
and his removal would threaten the
Democrats’ super-majority in Sacramento.
Last month, radio ads targeted a
pair of Democrats in the Assembly
who voted yes. The ads were paid for
by a group representing farmers who
say the gas tax increase will cost
them more to get crops to market.
Advocates for repeal at Monday’s
news conference included City of
Vista City Council Member Amanda Young Rigby, Escondido Mayor
Sam Abed and Rancho Santa Fe
businessman John Cox, who is running as a Republican for governor in
2018.
“People do want roads repaired,

they do want money spent on infrastructure,” Cox said. “But they know
that the money is being wasted.”
The group said the gas tax increase
costs a typical family of four $779 a
year.
“California collects (the) most
money in the nation for road repairs and freeways,” Abed said, “and
yet we have the worst freeways and
roads in the nation.”
But backers of SB1 say repeal
would be a mistake.
“They just want to see us go backward,” Quigley said. “Those bills for
dilapidated and deficient infrastructure are going to come due for future generations and it will only be
more expensive.”
The measure backed by DeMaio
and others would repeal the tax increase and require that any future
raise in gasoline taxes be approved
by voters.
Monday’s announcement does not
represent the only effort to repeal
the gasoline tax.
Assemblyman Travis Allen, RHuntington Beach, has introduced
a ballot measure that would simply
get rid of SB1. Allen has also announced he is running for governor
in 2018.
“I’m not worried about any confusion,” DeMaio said. “People know
we will get to the ballot with this
initiative.”
California has one of the highest
prices for a gallon of gasoline in the
country. According to AAA, the
average price of regular in California on Monday was $3.191 a gallon.
Only Alaska ($3.256) and Hawaii
($3.241) are higher.
Prior to the passage of SB1, California had the seventh-highest taxes
and fees on gasoline in the nation.
At 59.3 cents per gallon, Pennsylvania has the highest gas tax in the
nation, according to the Washington, D.C.-based Tax Foundation.
But by 2019, it’s estimated California will be just one cent behind
Pennsylvania, provided that the
gas taxes in other states remain the
same. ■

tration. Having the right equipment is
a key to the whole endeavor, he points
out. He has worked with local NRCS
partners and the EQIP program, which
assists growers with implementation of
practices to improve our soil, water and
air resources. He now does fall primary
tillage using a Wilcox 7-shank subsoil
ripper with a crumbler. Vertical tillage

has replaced disc plowing to achieve a
smooth seedbed without turning the
soil over. Preparation for corn silage
planting begins after winter forage is
harvested. He explains that he rips
down 13-14 inches and uses coulters to
prepare the seedbed. After pre-irrigation, he uses the Dawn Pluribus strip
till row unit, a tool that preps an eight-

inch band of soil for planting. Using
GPS, he can run his tractor 6-7 mph for
this pass. “With three passes I can do
everything,” he says.
Mike McRee has been extremely
willing to share his experiences with
others and has graciously hosted numerous public field days at his dairy
farm over the years. ■

By Rob Nikolewski,
Contact Reporter

An effort to repeal an increase in
gasoline taxes in California kicked
off Monday afternoon, with supporters saying the hike overburdens
motorists while critics say a reversal
would blunt a $52 billion effort to
shore up the state’s roads and bridges.
At the beginning of this month,
the first iteration of Senate Bill 1 or
the Road Repair and Accountability
Act started to go into effect, raising
the state excise taxes on gasoline by
12 cents to 41.3 cents a gallon. By
the time the legislation is fully in
force in July 2019, that number will
climb to 47.3 cents per gallon.
“We need to stop the car and gas
tax hikes because, number one, it’s
hurting working families,” said Carl
DeMaio, a former member of the
San Diego City Council and now
a talk radio host who has helped
spearhead the repeal. “Secondly, the
money is being diverted time and
time again from road repairs and
road expansion to any special interest project the politicians have.”
To be placed on a statewide ballot in November 2018, the petition
needs 585,407 signatures from registered voters by March.
The tax hike is expected to raise
$5.2 billion a year over the next decade.
The increase also affects diesel
fuel. The state’s diesel excise tax
went up 20 cents a gallon and the
diesel sales tax will see a 5.75 percent increase.
Vehicle registration fees will also
go up between $25 to $175 per year,
depending on the value of the car.
The tax also establishes a $100 annual registration fee for zero-emission vehicles, starting in July 2020.
Supporters say the increase is

RECOGNITION
Continued from Page 4

He tried no-till wheat, but was limited
in this effort by hard, compacted soils.
He began using an Orthman 1tRipR,
but found that he needed to go deeper
with subsoiling to increase water infil-

Photo by Rob Nikolewski
Carl DeMaio speaks at news conference announcing a petition drive to repeal the recentlypassed gasoline tax in California.
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Oversight Coalition reaches settlement with Vulcan

SIERRA STAR
November 21, 2017

Madera Oversight Coalition,
CalMat Co. dba Vulcan Materials
Company Western Division, and
property owner Michael William
Urrutia have reached a settlement
agreement regarding the Austin
Quarry project located in Madera
County.
Since 2006, Madera Oversight
Coalition (MOC) has an advocate
for Madera County citizens in matters regarding development in the
county. MOC’s primary objective
is to encourage responsible growth
through adherence to California
Land Use Law and the Madera
County General Plan, and to proYOU MAY
QUALIFY FOR AN
EXEMPTION!

mote the health, safety and welfare
of the public within Madera County.
The organization’s role in monitoring the transparency of the approval process for proposed projects
entails taking legal action against
the county and the developer when
the project or the process itself violates local and/or state laws, or has
a substantial negative impact on the
surrounding community.
In the case of the Austin Quarry, Madera County approved the
project in spite of MOC’s position,
supported by state-certified hydrologists and geohydrologists, that
the quarry could cause significant
impacts to the wells of the nearby
Madera Ranchos community. As a

AGRICULTURAL HAZARDOUS
MATERIAL HANDLERS
WORKSHOP

Presented by:
Madera County Environmental Health Division

Date: January 17, 2018
Time: 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Location: Madera County Farm Bureau
1102 S. Pine St.
Madera, CA 93637
Please call or email to reserve your seat.
Richard.Jitsumyo@co.madera.ca.gov
(559)675-7823 ext. 3422
Workshop will provide hazardous material business plan (HMBP) program
information and instructions on applying for EXEMPTIONS and/or submitting
forms.

Businesses, including agricultural handlers, that uses or handle hazardous
material in the following amounts, or greater is subject to the HMBP program
(Chapter 6.95 of the California Health and Safety Code):
Liquids - 55 gallons
Solids - 500 pounds
Compressed Gases - 200 cubic feet
Extremely Hazardous Substances - Threshold planning quantity
Madera County Community & Economic Development
Environmental Health Division
200 W. 4th Street, Suite 3100
Madera, California 93637
Tel: (559) 675-7823
Fax: (559) 675-7919

result, MOC filed a lawsuit against
both the county and the developer.
MOC was represented by attorneys David Hale, Lee Smith, and
David Doyle.
After months of negotiations between the involved parties, a settlement agreement was reached that
will aid in relieving potential impacts to the local community. The
settlement establishes the following:
Water fund: Payment to a third
party administrator of $3.1 million
to assist homeowners in the fivemile study area of the project to
remedy potential future problems
with groundwater wells. Monies to
be put into an account at the rate of
$103,333.00 per year for 30 years for
a total of $3,099,990.
Traffic caps: To ease traffic impacts, maximum aggregate tonnages
shipped from the project are as follows:
a. 1.5 million tons per year until

July 1, 2023, as stated in the Madera
County Condition of Approval.
b. 2.0 million tons per year until July 1, 2023 to July 1, 2029. For
this six-year period, the traffic cap
exceptions shall include projects involving Highway 41, Highway 145,
and/or High Speed Rail.
c. After July 1, 2029 the cap expires and reverts to the Conditional
Use Permit limit of 2.5 million tons
per year.
Air quality: Vulcan agrees to
work with MOC to negotiate a proposal with the San Joaquin Valley
Air Pollution Control District, in
which the funds for the Voluntary
Emission Reduction Agreement
(VERA) - approximately $650,000
- envisioned for the project’s EIR
mitigation measures be spent within
Madera County east of Highway 99.
MADER A OVERSIGHT COALITION ■

Ag Scholarship
now available

For The Madera Tribune

TULARE — World Ag Expo
and E.M. Tharp, Inc. have teamed
up again to provide the “We Believe
in Growing” scholarship to support
agricultural education. High school
seniors from Madera, Fresno, Tulare, Kings and Kern counties are
encouraged to apply by Jan. 19 to
be considered. A $10,000 scholarship will be awarded to two students
who attend a four-year university to
major in an agricultural field. The
scholarships will be disbursed over
four years at $2,500 per year.
To be considered for the scholarship, students must submit two letters of recommendation; one copy of

their high school transcripts; ACT
or SAT scores and be graduating
from high school during the 20172018 school year. “We are thrilled
to encourage and support the future
leaders of the agriculture industry,”
said Jerry Sinift, CEO, International
Agri-Center. “Our partnership with
E.M. Tharp has been an incredible
experience and we are honored to
work with a company that values
agricultural education as much as
we do.” Download the application
online at: www.worldagexpo. org/
scholarships. Send completed applications to: International AgriCenter, “We Believe in Growing”
Scholarship, 4500 South Laspina
St., Tulare, CA 93274. ■
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USDA Secretary gets earful from California farmers
By Todd Fitchette 2,
Western Farm Press
November 13, 2017

During a recent trip to California,
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Secretary Sonny Perdue assured
farmers to expect a North American
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
that should work for Golden State
growers.
Farmers appear worried that the
Trump Administration will withdraw the United States from the
agreement that they believe has
opened trade with Canada and
Mexico.
Dairy producers, in an audience
of about 150 recently gathered in
Modesto recently, told Perdue that
without NAFTA they might as well
close shop as Mexico is a large market for U.S. dairy products.
A dairyman from Escalon told
Secretary Perdue that low California milk prices don;t worry him
the most. Instead its the likelihood
that the U.S. could withdraw from
NAFTA.
“Before NAFTA there were virtually no dairy products exported
from the U.S.,” the dairyman told
the secretary. “Now about 15 percent of our production is sent out
of country with Mexico our No. 1
customer."
“If we lose NAFTA, my dairy employee problems will be gone since
I won’t have cows left for them to
milk,” he shared.
Secretary Perdue said the U.S. is
trying to move dairy exports into
Canada, but is continually blocked
by its closed-market system.
“I think we’re going to get a NAFTA deal in the end,” Perdue told
farmers at at the meeting held on
the Modesto Junior College campus.
Almond grower and processor
Dave Phippen echoed the need for
free trade agreements. He said over
70 percent of California’s almond
crop is exported each year.
“These trade agreements are vital
to our industry,” Phippen said.
He also asked Perdue to help the

USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue toured California farms in early November. He took time
to meet with growers in various cities, including a stop in Modesto with about 150 in
attendance.

tree nut industry get additional
market promotion funding through
the farm bill to help farmers access
additional export opportunities.
Alyssa Houtby, director of government affairs at California Citrus
Mutual, said the organization was
represented by CCM Board ViceChairman Matt Fisher in a meeting
with the Secretary in Bakersfield.
He shared concerns about continued
citrus trade with Korea and the need
for a U.S. guest worker program.
“Korea is a big market for us,” according to Houtby. “Keeping trade
open there is vitally important.”
A Monterey vegetable grower
wanted to know President Trump's
view on immigration and agriculture. Secretary Perdue said Trump
has assured farmers he hopes to get
a guest worker program through
Congress.
Water and the over-reaching regulatory enforcement also commanded
attention at the Modesto meeting.
Duarte Nursery President John Duarte did not mix words when telling Perdue that the GOP-controlled
administration and Congress now
“owns” the regulatory over-reach
that led to a multi-million dollar
settlement Duarte was forced to accept after being sued several years
ago by the Army Corps of Engineers
for plowing wheat fields in Tehama
County.
Duarte told Secretary Perdue that

he fears his settlement could become precedent setting by government agencies eager to “shake down

farmers like the Sheriff of Nottingham” for money to fund programs
they otherwise can’t get through the
normal appropriations process.
“This case was owned and prosecuted under the current administration,” Duarte said. “I hope the President understands what a black eye
this is to so many of us who hoped
that the abuse we’d seen under the
Obama Administration would end
last November.”
Duarte continued: “We tried to
go to court. We stood up as long as
we could, but at the end of the day
they assessed $45 million in damages against us.”
Duarte said U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions could have stopped
See SECRETARY; Page 8

Madera County Farm Bureau

Water Forum

When:
January 11, 2017 8:00am-4:00pm*
(*Times subject to change)

Where:
Madera Community College Center
30277 Ave 12, Madera, CA 93638
Academic Village 1 Room: AV1-114A
For more information and to RSVP please contact
MCFB at (559) 674-8871 or office@maderfb.com
Lunch will provided for those who RSVP
Topics to be discussed:
Temperance Flat
SB-623
Proposed Water Bond
sgma
Water Credits & Exchanges
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It’s great how
farming brings
people together.

Continued from Page 7

the entire process.
Growers also shared their concerns about regulatory over each
over irrigation water.
A farmer whose grandfather was
on the first board of directors for the
Oakdale Irrigation District told the
Secretary that he fears state regulators could “conceivably end the
Oakdale Irrigation District in my
lifetime” through their efforts to
take away pre-1913 water rights the
district holds.

We offer Nationwide farm and
ranch insurance and would
welcome the chance to discuss it
with you.

Jared Schoettler

6131

Nationwide and the Nationwide N and Eagle are service
marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. © 2017
Nationwide GPO-0292AO (06/16) 5691372

014706

Foster & Parker Insurance
0551757
(559) 674-8536
(800) 441-3259
sbarsotti@fosterparker.com

15013

Steven Barsotti

The federal Food Safety Modernization Act and its hard-to-understand implementation was discussed
by agricultural processors in the
poultry, walnut, and livestock feed
industries.
The Secretary made other stops in
California, including a stop at Bakersfield at Grimmway Farms, the
world’s largest carrot producer.
Aubrey Bettencourt, Perdue’s new
appointment to lead the state Farm
Service Agency, was recognized at
the meeting, just named to the post
the Secretary's California trip. ■
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Automation changing how more California growers farm
By Todd Fitchette 2,
Western Farm Press
November 16, 2017

Growers attending the North
State Innovations in Agriculture
Conference heard from peers about
how they address the onslaught of
regulatory challenges that makes
California perhaps the most expensive place to farm in the United
States, if not the world.
Labor issues were woven throughout the discussions as growers talked candidly about declining work
ethics and how mandated wage and
hour changes continue to push to
greater automation and the need for
fewer employees. All this is aimed
at protecting thin margins to keep
financial ledgers printed in black
ink.
Farmers representing tree nuts,
rice, olives and a large northern
California brewer shared how they
address challenges in a state some
say is unfriendly to agriculture.
Agricultural leaders shared their
insights during a producer panel discussion moderated by Roger Isom of
the Western Agricultural Processors Assocation. Panelists included:
Lau Ackerman, agricultural manager for Sierra Nevada Brewery at
Chico; Jessica Lundberg, vice president of administration with Lundberg Family Farms at Richvale;
Dennis Burreson, vice president of
field operations with Musco Family Olive Company at Orland; and,
Dan Pronsolino, manager of Dunnigan Hills Hulling and Shelling at
Woodland.
Isom guided panelists through
questions dealing with a variety
of regulatory issues, including air
quality, water, and labor. He illustrated costs of growing and ginning
cotton along a boundary marked by
the Colorado River that separates
California and Arizona. He says
Arizona cotton gin operators pay
half the price for workers compensation insurance than peers across
the Colorado River in California.
Moreover, California cotton gin operators pay up to $10 per bale more
to gin cotton than their counterparts to the east.

From left: Dan Pronsolino, manager, Dunnigan Hills Hulling and Shelling; Lau Ackerman,
agricultural manager, Sierra Nevada Brewery; Jessica Lundberg, VP administration,
Lundberg Family Farms; and, Dennis Burreson, VP field operations, Musco Family Olive
Company, in a producer panel discussion at the North State Innovations in Agriculture
Expo.As California growers search for sustainable options, automation will be important to
reducing costs to maintain profitability.

Labor: Not just about pay
Automation was the common
refrain among the panelists, who
agreed that it is not just employee
costs, but a general lack of work
ethics that causes problems for some
employers.
“We’ve been so disappointed in
the average employee comes out so
we’re simply focusing on automation,” Dan Pronsolino said.
Dennis Burreson has seen it in the
generational differences of laborers
over the years. Where the grandfather of today’s farm employee would
arrive at sunrise and stay until sunset, today’s employee may arrive
about 9 a.m. and stay only a few
hours, he says.
“I don’t think it’s a function of
pay,” Pronsolino continued. “We’ve
increased our pay rates numerous
times and have seen no response.”
Pronsolino shared about a neighboring fresh market organic tomato
grower who paid the equivalent of
$31 per hour for piece-rate labor,
and still could not attract a full crew
this year. The farmer lost marketable
crop as some of it rotted on the vine,
he said.
Jessica Lundberg works with local
temporary employment agencies,
offering tours of the farming operation so they can better understand
the hard work in rice operations.
The idea is to ensure that potential
employees sent from these agencies

understand the nature of the work
before they arrive.
She also highlighted the challenge
of proximity to Sacramento and the
Bay Area for jobs in finance, sales
and marketing at the family operation southwest of Chico. In those
cases, they compete against higherpaying jobs within two hours of the
rice fields and processing facilities
in Richvale.
Lundberg Farms, a verticallyintegrated organic rice operation,
markets its branded products and
employs about 350 people.
“Some folks want to take three
months off of work and go to Mexico with the hope that their jobs and
benefits will be here when they get
back,” she explained.
Lundberg hosts hiring fairs about
eight weeks ahead of peak-season
needs.
“This seems to work well,” she
said.
To address the growing cost of
workers compensation insurance,
Lundberg Farms partnered with another agricultural company to selfinsure, rather than suffer the rising
costs of insurance on the open market. Lundberg says this cut their insurance costs in half.
Olives
Table olives have not been traditionally easy to harvest mechanically, but that is changing, says Dennis Burreson. Further challenging

the industry has been trade issues
and European subsidies that put the
U.S. industry at a disadvantage in
world markets.
Burreson says this could soon
change as federal trade officials address issues that could put U.S. producers on a more level playing field
in world markets. If this happens,
Burreson expects California table
olive acreage could increase significantly as Golden State growers
already out produce international
competitors on a per acre basis.
One way California table olive
producers are trying to draw consumers is new “Olives to Go” packaging, which mimics the small serving-size containers one might see
for snack-food items. Ready-to-eat
olives are packaged in small, plastic
containers as a “grab-and-go” item.
“We literally can’t keep up production for the demand,” Burreson
says.
Beer
Lau Ackerman oversees farming
operations at Sierra Nevada Brewery in Chico, which grows hops for
brewing, plus organic vegetables in
a garden a few steps away from the
kitchen that serves locally-sourced
food in its popular restaurant. The
garden has become a value-added
component of the operation as Sierra Nevada promotes the restaurant
through conversations with the chef
and patrons.
Not long ago the brewery enjoyed
double-digit growth and success.
Market forces pushed the craft beer
industry on its head as there are
now about 6,000 craft breweries
across the nation. Legalized cannabis could further put the brakes on
growth in the domestic craft beer
industry, he believes.
Shrinking margins in the industry
have pushed Sierra Nevada Brewery
to find new brewing efficencies. ■
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Dense Fog – Case Study
The following information is pro-

vided by Nationwide, the #1 farm
and ranch insurer in the U.S.*

Early one dark November morning, under dense fog conditions, a
farmer was persistent about moving his tractor pulling an empty
11.8-foot-wide wagon from his
home to a second driveway approximately 300 yards down a gravel
road.
The gravel road measured 21.5
feet wide and had a posted legal
speed limit of 50 mph. The lights
on the tractor were set to dim and
the flashers on the rear of the tractor and wagon were on and working.
The flashers on the front of the tractor were not working.

Due to the poor visibility, the
farmer drove past the second driveway on 2 consecutive attempts. Not
wanting to give up, the farmer made
a third and final attempt. This time,
instead of turning around, the farmer tried to back up into the driveway
from the wrong side of the road.
This third attempt resulted in fatal and tragic consequences when a
van struck the left front of the tractor and its loader arms. The driver of
the van was alive at the scene, but
died in the ambulance on way to the
hospital. The cause of death was due
to blunt force trauma to the chest

and head. He was 58 years old. The
farmer was cited for driving on the
wrong side of the road.
Financial Consequences
The claimant, who was not married, had 3 grown children and 5
grandchildren that were dependent
on the claimant for transportation.
The wrongful death case settled for
an amount in excess of $530,000 for
the three children and grandchildren.
Attorney Analysis
An attorney analysis provides a
clear case of liability against the
See DENS3 FOG; Page 11

BUSINESS DIRECTORY At Your Service
Introduce your business
to new clients –
Reserve your space in the

Agriculture Today
Business Directory

This Could Be

Your Space

1100 South Madera Ave (Hwy 145), Madera

(559) 674-5661

This Wide Open

IRRIGATING THE VALLEY SINCE
1967
DESIGN THROUGH INSTALLATION
559-673-4261
559-674-4078

19170 HWY 99
MADERA, CA 93637

• Fuels
• Lubricants
• Propane

For all your Service, Parts & Sales Needs

SPOT
Could Be Yours

1300 S. Gateway Drive
P.O. Box 1263
Madera, CA 93639

(559) 673-3597
(800) 421-3370
(559) 673-6608 fax

Valley Feed
121 N. Gateway Drive
Madera, CA 93637

Tree & Vine Supplies
Ph: (559) 674-6735 • Fax: (559) 661-7200
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DENSE FOG

Continued from Page 10

farmer – so clear, in fact, there’s a
reasonable probability that a jury
could award punitive damages.
Risk Management Recommendations
Following a thorough claims investigation, the risk management
team identified these recommendations to avoid tragic and costly
events like this:
• Do not drive in dense fog. The
safest thing to do is wait until the
fog clears.
• Use your lights. Keep headlights, flashers, turn signals and reflectors in good working order and
clear of any dirt or debris. Always
use turn signals when turning and
changing lanes. Consider installing
magnetic, battery-operated lights
that can be purchased relatively

cheaply.
• Use ref lective markings/f lags.
Reflective marking material is an
effective, low-cost way to identify
agricultural equipment. When towing equipment, reflective tape and
fluorescent flags should be placed
on the outmost edges of the equipment. Fluorescent material is visible
in both daytime and low-light conditions.
• Use a pilot car. A pilot car or
escort vehicle with operating flashers helps warn oncoming motorists
of equipment ahead.
For more on this topic, read our
full-length article on MyNSightOnline.com.
Nationwide is the endorsed insurance and financial services provider
for the California Farm Bureau**. In
2017, we expanded our relationship
See DENS3 FOG; Page 12

UNITE FOR THE
BETTERMENT

HELP FIGHT
CURRENT
CHALLENGES AG
FACES

DEVELOP
STRATEGIC
PARTNERSHIPS

The intent of this Ag Round Table is for Ag leaders to meet on a regular
basis to openly share and discuss issues and challenges we are facing,
pursue opportunities, and develop strategic partnerships with regard to our
natural resources management, impending legislation, regulations and the
many other topics that we face. This meeting’s discussion will include
water concerns.

BUILD AG LEADERS
LOCATION:
Madera Community
College Center
30277 Ave 12
Room TM-11
Park in Lot C

Please RSVP
office@maderafb.com

559-674-8871
11:00am-1:00pm

15133

JANUARY 19 11:00AM-1:00PM
MADERA COUNTY
AGRICULTURE ROUND
TABLE

CREATE A FORUM
FOR UNIQUE
MADERA COUNTY
ISSUES
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8858

offering workers’ compensation coverage for farm and ranch members.
Nationwide is the #1 farm insurer
in the U.S.* and a leading provider
of insurance and risk management
solutions for commercial agribusinesses.
MyNSightOnline.com
features
extensive risk management and
safety expertise articles. Nationwide
customers can log into MyNSightOnline to access additional risk
management tools, resources, training and worker’s compensation information developed specifically for

farmers and ranchers. Simply visit
Farm.NationwideAgribusiness.com
to log in or click “Sign up for account access.” For help signing up,
contact the Farm Service Center at
1-800-418-3188.
To learn more about Nationwide
farm insurance and other commercial coverages: Nationwide.com/
agribusiness. To find a local Nationwide agent: FarmAgentFinder.com.
Nationwide, a Fortune 100 company based in Columbus, OH, is one
of the largest diversified insurance
and financial services organizations
in the U.S. ■

Introduce your business to new clients.
Reserve your space in the

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Madera County Farm Bureau will be hosting

Presented by:

3 Star Consulting Services, LLC
Emma Perez, Medic First Certified Instructor

Madera County Farm Bureau
1102 South Pine Street
Thursday, January 25, 2018 Spanish
Thursday, February 15, 2018 English
Thursday, February 22 English/Spanish combo (if necessary)
Cost: $95 Farm Bureau Members
$120 non-members
Time: 8:00am –1:00pm
Call (559) 674-8871 to reserve your seat today! Space is limited

Federal & State law requires 1 person per 20 employees to
be trained in CPR/First Aid
Certificate is valid for two years

9314
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