Madera County

Farm Bureau
HEAT ILLNESS
TRAINING

agriculture today

May 2018

See page 9

Vol. 8, No. 5

LAST CHANCE
TO ENTER TO WIN
A LES BAER
See page 14

Where might almonds fit into groundwater recharge?
Multiyear UC Davis study
shows little impact from
winter flooding, with best
outcomes in sandy soils
Groundwater contributes around
30% of the water in California in a
non-drought year and some 60% in dry
years. Ensuring groundwater supplies
are maintained is critical to the longterm health of the state. In some areas

of the Central Valley, with both regulatory- and weather-driven losses of surface water, groundwater has been overdrafted. The Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act (SGMA) passed in
2015 is requiring that groundwater be
managed in a sustainable manner in the
long run.
The question now is how to do that
and where almonds may be able to play
a role.
Groundwater recharge is the idea of
purposely flooding when there is excess available water to allow the water
to percolate down into the aquifer. For

the Central Valley, high winter rainfalls
and snow melts are key opportunities.
In addition, fall releases from dams to
create space for winter rains and possible flooding can be an opportunity
where excess water is available.
Flooding almond orchards during
the dormant season could help accelerate natural groundwater recharging of
aquifers. While growers have long been
wary of overwatering during the growing season, recent research has investigated the effects of winter flooding and
preliminary results are showing promise.

“With careful attention to soil suitability and with appropriate access to
water and infrastructure,” said Gabriele
Ludwig, director for Sustainability and
Environmental Affairs, Almond Board
of California (ABC), “almond growers
have an opportunity to play a role in
groundwater recharge.”
Encouraging results: on-farm experiment
Results from an Almond Board-funded multiyear study at the University of
California, Davis, “Flooding Orchards
to Replenish Groundwater,” appear to
See RECHARGE; Page 2

Water Authority calls for increased allocations

The Sun Gazette
April 25, 2018

LOS BANOS – The United States
Bureau of Reclamation issued their
updated allocation for south-of-Delta
Central Valley Project (CVP) agricultural water service contractors last
week, and some are none-to-pleased.
According to a statement issued by
the San Luis and Delta-Mendota Water
Authority, new allocations for south-ofDelta CVP and municipal and industrial water service contractors were at
40% and 75% respectively. But the Water Authority adds the allocations are
significantly less than reasonably could
be made by Reclamation.
“Given current hydrological conditions, [these allocations] are inexpli-

cable. The last hydrologic year, 2017,
was the wettest year on record in the
Sacramento River watershed, and presently, all CVP reservoirs are above their
historic average,” the Authority’s statement read.
The Water Authority went on to say
that with the abundance of water, 40%
and 75% allocations reveal that regulations, not the availability of water, are
creating supply shortages and impediments to the efficient operation of the
CVP.
“If the system cannot provide an adequate amount of water when water
levels are above average, then clearly
changes need to be made to the regulations governing the CVP,” said Jon
Rubin, Interim Executive Director of

the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water
See ALLOCATIONS; Page 7

CALENDAR
MAY

ESJ Workshops at MCFB by appointment
only, please call 209-303-1468
6
MCFB Wine & Beer Tasting Scholarship
Fundraiser at Peters Brothers Nursery
10 MCFB Board of Directors meeting
1 p.m.
17 Heat Illness, Back Safety, Slips/Trips
and Falls @ MCFB, Call 559-674-8871
for details

JUNE

ESJ Workshops at MCFB by appointment
only, please call 209-303-1468
TBD MCFB Board of Directors Meeting
28 Tree & Vine Harvest Safety (MCFB and
Nationwide), call 559-674-8871
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New MCFB Donors
MCFB would like to thank all our members who
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New MCFB Members
MCFB welcomes the following new Agricultural (producer),
Associate (consumer) Collegiate, and Business Support
members who joined in April.

NAME

CITY

Helen Ford
Madera
H M Holloway, Inc. Madera
Nick & Alli Davis Madera
Stanislaus Farm
Supply
Modesto
To become a
MEMBER call
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Well what a change
of the weather we’ve
had…November
through February was
so dry, with no snow in
the mountains at all.
Grower’s heads were
hanging down very
low, but most kept
Jay Mahil,
their hopes up saying
we could still have a
President
miracle March. What
is miracle March you ask? In 1991, California experienced its worst drought
since the Dust Bowl; Lake Tahoe was
at its lowest levels in recorded history.
The continuing drought in California
cost the state at least $1 billion that year
in agriculture losses, increases in energy
costs and damage to the environment,
state officials said, but March of 1991
delivered over 7 inches of rain helping
ease the long 5-year drought. March
2018 was very close to that record year,
handing the valley floor over 5 inches of
rain in March alone. This helped valley
growers by dumping great amounts of
snowfall in the Sierras, allowing a 100%
Class 1 water use this year for crops.
Switching gears from California Agriculture to India Agriculture: In late
March my family and I visited the
northwest part of India, specifically the
state of Punjab where my family comes
from. This state is similar the San Joaquin Valley as it has rich, deep soils that
produce a bounty of different types of
crops. The main crops are wheat, potatoes, rice, sugarcane and now citrus.
This area’s farming is multi-generational, which is why you see many Indian
farmers in the Central Valley carrying
on their family legacy. One difference
in the farming is that in Punjab there
are few large parcels of ground to farm,
so an average farm is 10-20 acres and a
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President’s Message

Continued from Page 1
SILVER

support the practice of winter recharging, particularly for orchards with sandy
soils.1
The on-farm experiment — conducted in Delhi, Modesto and Orland
orchards — is now complete for the
winter-recharging portion of the study.
The researchers applied an extra 24
inches of water in December and January 2015–16 and 2016–17, in addition

large farm might be 50-60 acres. Labor
is still very affordable there and mechanization is also happening. Meaning
that growers are turning to tractors and
implements to cultivate their fields instead of oxen driven plows. You do still
come across a few tilling fields with an
ox, which my kids really enjoyed watching and my daughter asked me “How
many horsepower is that bad boy!!”
The middle class in India is growing
and they want more California grown
products as is very evident when walking around supermarkets. All you see is
California almonds, pistachios, and walnuts. They are everywhere and in high
demand! So, with that being said I believe California Agriculture will have a
great market share to keep developing
in this growing country.
As spring moves forward, its that time
again…May 6th is the MCFB Scholarship Wine & Beer tasting event, held
at the Peters Brothers Nursery. The proceeds raised at this event help our scholarship fund which awards scholarships
to local youth going into the study of
Agriculture. This year we awarded 15
bright young students scholarships totaling a new record of $64,000! To these
well deserving students, these awards
will help these kids in advancing their
brighter future and to give a helping
hand in Agriculture
On a more personal note, I wanted to
let our farm bureau membership know
that I am taking a leave of absence from
my presidency. There will not be a president’s message in the next few editions,
but if there is a question regarding what
MCFB is up to please feel free to contact our executive director, Christina,
or the 1st Vice President, Nick Davis.
They will be more than happy to help
you. Thank you all for your time and
support. ■
to precipitation.
The experiment compared impacts
on three almond orchards with different soil infiltration ratings, based on the
Soil Agricultural Groundwater Banking Index (SAGBI). Soils at these three
sites were ranked as excellent, good or
moderately good for infiltration, allowing researchers to compare groundwater
retention and saturation effects on different soils.

See RECHARGE; Page 3
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Chowchilla FFA chapter puts local face on national issues
For The Madera Tribune
April 6, 2018

How can farmers and ranchers progress towards a net zero energy operation? Why do farmers incorporate renewable energy sources into their farms
and ranches?
These are just two of the questions
local leaders will find out more about
through the Agricultural Issues Forum,
a new community outreach activity
of the Chowchilla FFA Chapter. The
chapter presented a forum to Assemblyman Frank Bigelow, R-O’Neals, and
the California Women for Agriculture
Association. They will be presenting to
leaders within Wilbur Ellis, Biodico,
Red Rock Ranch, the California Milk
Producers Council, and the California
Farm Bureau Federation during April.
“We want to reach out to our community leaders and show that these issues
will continue to impact our industry,”
said Christina Fuller, Chowchilla FFA
chapter reporter.“Our country must
continue its economic prosperity — to
do that we need a better understanding
of our food, agricultural footprint on

For The Madera Tribune
Frank Bigelow, center, with Chowchilla FFA members Christina Fuller, Andrea Jimenez, Ali
Misleh and Dyland Tomlinson.

the environment, and natural resources
system. This is a great way of teaching
our community about these issues.”

Groundwater
recharge
underway
in dormant
orchard.
Photo
Contributed
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Flooding impact measured, stem to
root
Plant physiology studies measured
stem-water potential as an indicator of
tree hydration. For a worm’s eye view of
how flooding affected root growth during dormancy, researchers used underground cameras specially made for the
task. They also measured yield before
and after recharge.

Over the two-year study, researchers found few significant differences
between trees in the control group and
those in the flood treatment group. The
Delhi-site trees, growing in sandy soil,
remained more hydrated during the
growing season. And their roots showed
a 30–70% longer lifespan than the control group — possibly because flooding
flushed harmful salts and nitrates from
the root zone.
The Modesto site, which is flood irrigated throughout the growing season,

Through the Agricultural Issues Forum, students like Fuller identify and
research agricultural issues of local,
appeared unaffected. “It looked like the
additional recharge in the winter had
no negative effect at all,” said Dr. Helen
Dahlke, associate professor of Integrated Hydrologic Sciences in the Department of Land, Air and Water Resources
at UC Davis. The trees seemed to be
pretty well adapted to these types of
conditions in general.”
The Orland site’s soil is moderately
good for infiltration and with all the
winter rain in 2016–17 the researchers
struggled to apply any additional water.
However, even in these soils there was
deep percolation of water.
The research has also been looking at
how nitrates and salts move with the applied winter water. Growers, especially
in sandier soils, will need to be mindful
of their nitrogen management to minimize the buildup of nitrates leaching
into the groundwater along with the
water.
Groundwater recharge holds great
potential as a tool that can help growers adapt to a drier future — but not all
farms are good candidates. Determining whether your orchard could benefit
depends on your soil including perme-

state, national, and international concern. The students then work with community groups to present informational
forums on a specific agricultural issue.
Local community leaders say the activity benefits their groups.
The Agricultural Issues Forum Activity is a program of the National FFA
Organization.It is sponsored by Elanco
Animal Health, a Division of Eli Lilly
as a special project of Team AgEd.
Future Farmers of America is dedicated to making a positive difference
in the lives of young people by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth, and career
success through agricultural education. The 457,278 members and 7,312
chapters in FFA represent all 50 states,
as well as Puerto Rico and the Virgin
Islands. FFA is a diverse organization,
operating in rural, urban and suburban
schools. Students aged 12-21 enrolled
in agricultural education programs are
eligible for membership. ■
ability deeper down in the soil profile,
your local water district and water use
regulations. Winter flooding in sandier
soils, so far, is not showing any concerning impacts on the almond trees but will
require careful nitrogen management.

Could your orchard benefit?
Precise mapping of water penetration
within an orchard could provide guidance for more targeted recharge, as well.
The Land IQ almond mapping analysis,
developed by ABC in partnership with
Land IQ , shows that nearly 675,000
acres of almond orchards could benefit
from groundwater recharge, based on
soil permeability. To see an orchard-byorchard analysis, visit Almonds.com/
Maps.
Farmers planning to convert to microsprinkler or drip systems should
consider maintaining their flood irrigations systems for potential recharge use.
With groundwater use now regulated by
SGMA, recharging practices may also
help farmers receive credits for their efforts with local groundwater districts. ■
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MCFB proudly recognizes Wine
and Beer Tasting with Food Pairing
participants and sponsors:
LEAD VINEYARD
SPONSORS:
Crop Production Services
Crop Production Services (CPS)
was established in 1983, but predecessor companies began operating as early
as 1859. A lot has changed since then.
Advancements in technology allow for
more effective growing methods while
minimizing environmental impacts.
We've welcomed more operations into
our family and expanded our product
and service offerings. Our reach has become global as we are now part of a network of retailers that spans three continents. Despite all those changes, we
have never lost sight of the American
farmers and the work they do. Decade
after decade, we're here to provide the
best technologies, tools and products
so you can focus on what you do best
- grow.
Operated by Nutrien Retail, Crop
Production Services is a unit of Nutrien
Ltd., the world’s largest agriculture inputs company. Nutrien is comprised of
four business units: Nitrogen, Phosphate, Potash and Retail.
Nutrien Retail continues to grow
its international and North American
presence. In the past five years, approximately 250 independent retailers have
been added to the growing family of
CPS.
Deer Point Group
Since 1993 when the company was
started, Deerpoint Group has provided
chemical water treatment solutions for
agriculture irrigation water. Originally
based out of Fresno, CA, the company
was founded and operated based on the
philosophy of providing full service
programs to the customer – all of the
on-ranch work, including chemicals,
material feeding, equipment maintenance, and reporting, is performed by
DPG field service technicians. This

unique approach coupled with superior
product quality and patented delivery
systems, set Deerpoint apart from day
one.
DPG’s tried and true R&D efforts
continue to produce unique and innovative fertilizers, yielding spectacular
results for growers and solidifying the
company’s future as a leading manufacturer of the highest quality, effectively
priced, grower-friendly fertilizer solutions.
Stay tuned for the next chapter, as we
continue to drive forward into the future!
Georgia Pacific
Georgia-Pacific is one of the world’s
leading makers of tissue, pulp, paper,
packaging, building products and related chemicals. You may recognize our
household brands, such as Brawny®
paper towels, Quilted Northern® bath
tissue and Dixie® cups and tableware.
If you’re in the construction business,
you’re probably familiar with our engineered lumber products, gypsum panels
and other quality building materials.
Even if you work in aerospace, mining
or facilities management, Georgia-Pacific products may be part of your day.
From the time we were founded in
1927, Georgia-Pacific has never stopped
growing. We started in a single building in Augusta, Georgia, and now have
more than 300 Georgia-Pacific locations around the world. Through all the
ups and downs of the past century, we
have kept one eye on tomorrow, watching for opportunities to grow with customers and expand into new industries
and markets.
Laura’s Nuts
Officially launched 04/01/2017 as a
family run operation that grows pistachios and processes through Horizon
Nuts, LLC. Currently, the nuts are
sold to a marketer that roasts and sea-

sons them to fulfill their market.

21st century.

Pacific Farm Management
Pacific Farm Management, one of the
largest agricultural labor contractors in
California.

Consolidated Insurance Services
Since 1970, Consolidated Insurance
Services, an independent agency, specializes in Agricultural insurance. We
offer all lines of property, causality and
crop insurance.

Tesei Petroleum
The mission of Tesei Petroleum, Inc
and its family of employees is to provide
our Agriculture and Business communities with quality petroleum products
and related services, that enhance the
way of life and business in our community.
Tesei Petroleum has been in a growing mode for the past 45 years. Since the
days of ‘Cook and Tesei’, the company
has grown from a few hundred customers to well over eight thousand; from a
small one room office and warehouse,
to three bulk plants, six cardlocks, and
three Shell service stations; from a small
business with a single employee (Kimberly Thomas, who has stayed with the
company for more than thirty years, and
is now finance director) to a corporation
with more than sixty employees. In our
course of business, we have acquired
four other fuel companies. We are securing the future, not only of Tesei Petroleum, but for the all the employees
that give their time every day, and our
loyal customers whose business makes
it possible.

PRIVATE RESERVE
Cal West Rain
CalWest Rain began servicing the
needs of growers in 1989. Our commitment to providing the highest quality standards in design, integration,
equipment, and customer satisfaction
remains the benchmark by which we
measure our success. As a local business, our reputation means everything
to us. As such, client approval continues
to drive our business practices into the

Fermin Campos Farms
Helena Chemical
Helena Chemical Company began
operating in 1957 in Helena, AR. As the
business expanded, Helena branched
out into other regions and is now one
of the country’s largest distributors of
seed, pesticides, fertilizer, specialty
products and precision ag services. Helena’s operations in California began in
the 1960’s. We service customers in all
major ag regions of the state. Helena is
headquartered in Collierville, TN, just
outside of Memphis. We have a full line
of crop protection and production products. We sell Herbicides, Fungicides,
Insecticides, soil applied fertilizer, and
foliar applied nutrients. We have a full
team of Pest Control Advisors that can
test, diagnosis, and identify your needs.
We offer this service in a wide range of
crops including Grapes, Almonds, Pistachios, Walnuts, Citrus, Pomegranates, and many row crops.
Panoche Creek Packing
At Panoche Creek Packing, we’ve
been marketing almonds for our growers since 1982. In an industry where
handlers can come and go, sometimes
quickly, we’ve only grown stronger.
Today, Panoche Creek Packing is one
of the largest almond handlers in the industry. In all our years of service, always
under the leadership of the same family, we’ve proven our ability to remain
financially dependable and grower-focused. We’re proud of the financial sucSee RECOGNIZES; Page 5
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Continued from Page 4

cesses we’ve helped our growers attain
and the loyalties we’ve earned over the
years. And we believe the future looks
just as promising. As you choose the
company that will bring your almonds
to market, we ask you to consider the
company that has done it exceptionally
well over time. We ask you to consider
Panoche Creek Packing.
PG&E
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
is a leader in energy conservation, supplying electricity and natural gas to 40
percent of Californians, PG&E offers
dedicated support to agricultural business customers through the Business
Energy Solutions team to help customers save energy and money. PG&E offers low-cost or no-cost energy assess-

ments, incentives and rebates for pump
testing and repair, irrigation, lighting,
cold storage and other customizable
solutions for customers. You can reach
the local Business Energy Solutions
representative Mary Deibert at 559908-6907.
Rabobank
Rabobank, N.A. is a unit of the Rabobank Group, a leading financial services provider for millions of customers
worldwide. Serving California communities grounded in agriculture since
2002, Rabobank, N.A. offers a wide
range of financial products and services
for individuals, businesses, and agricultural clients. With approximately 100
locations, our knowledgeable, friendly
banking professionals help customers with their banking needs from Red
Bluff to the Imperial Valley, throughout the Central Valley, and along the

Central Coast. Rabobank, N.A. is fully
backed by the strength and stability
of the Rabobank Group - a global financial leader for more than 100 years
and ranked one of the world's safest
commercial banks by Global Finance
magazine. As a member of the U.S.
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
(FDIC), Rabobank, N.A. is a strong,
stable financial partner customers can
rely on.
As a bank serving California communities grounded in agriculture, we know
our customers and the unique challenges they face. So, we're responsive to
specialized market needs and actively
involved in the communities we serve
- working to create positive change by
investing our resources, time, and energy to make them great places to live
and work. Learn more about our community development initiatives.
Root Creek Farms

Sierra Valley Almonds
As a grower based and owned company, Sierra Valley Almonds understands
your needs and looks out for your best
interest. We develop relationships built
upon a foundation of integrity, trust,
and transparent service. Sierra Valley
Almonds holds to competitive pricing
and consistently maintains industry
leading returns. Whether you seek pool
or call sales, our team is here to assist
you, by providing consistent and current
market information. Clear and concise
grower reporting provides you with
timely information to help you manage
your business.
Simplot Grower Solutions
The J.R. Simplot Company is one
of the largest privately held food and
agribusiness companies in the nation,

See RECOGNIZES; Page 6

BUSINESS MEMBER DIRECTORY
Become a Madera County Farm Bureau Business Member

Business Support: $450/yr. Applies to any company who receives income from the local farming industry or a company who does not, but supports local farming
• Agricultural Member Voting Rights and Benefits • Eligibility to provide benefits to MCFB members * Discounted advertising in our monthly newsletter • Free job postings in our
E-Newsletter • Name, phone number, and website in our Business Member directory (print and online)

ACCOUNTING
Baker Peterson & Franklin CPA LLP
970 W Alluvial Ave Ste 101
Fresno, CA 93711
(559) 432-2346
www.bpfcpa.com

AG INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES &
SERVICES
Crop Production Services
Fresno: 559-233-0585
Madera: 559-674-6741
www.cpsagu.com

D &D Ag Services
PO Box 1246
Madera, CA 93639
559-871-2290

Fresno Equipment Company
4288 S Bagley Ave
Fresno, CA 93725
559-486-8020

www.fresnoequipment.com

H.M. Holloway, Inc.

12806 Road 26, Suite 3
Madera, CA 93637
559-662-8820

Stanislaus Farm Supply Co Inc
624 E Service Rd
Modesto, CA 95358
(209) 538-7070
www.farmsupply.coop

Thiel Air Care Inc

PO Box 605
Chowchilla, CA 93610
(559) 665-7830
Email: info@thielair.net

ATTORNEYS
Sagaser Watkins & Wieland PC
5260 N Palm Ave Ste 400
Fresno, CA 93704
(559) 421-7000
www.sagaserlaw.com

AUTOMOTIVE
Gill Auto Group

1100 S Madera Ave
Madera, CA 93637
(559) 674-5661
www.gillautogroupmadera.com

www.hmholloway.com

BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION,
CONSULTANTS

Madera Ag Supply Inc

TSB Ag Inc

23400 Road 24
Chowchilla, CA 93610
559-665-2300

PO Box 58
Madera, CA 93639

www.maderaagsupply.com

DISPOSAL & RECYCLING

Pacific Distributing

Mid-Valley Disposal, LLC

907 Helms Lane
Modesto, CA 95350
209-480-2863

15300 W. Jensen Avenue
Kerman, CA 93630
(559) 567-0532

www.orchard-rite.com

www.midvalleydisposal.com

FARMS

HULLER/ PROCESSORS

Cressey River
Fagundes Fagundes Fagundes
Forebay Farms
TF Farms

Sierra Valley Almonds

PO Box 2717
Merced, CA 95344

Email: office@fagundesdairy.com

Laura's Nuts
Laura Gutile
559-706-5586

Parichan Farms Inc

850 Commerce Drive
Madera, CA 93637
(559) 661-8800
svalmonds.com

INSURANCE
Nationwide

1-877-669-6877
www.nationwide.com

8344 Road 33
Madera, CA 93636

Email: parichanfarms@gmail.com

PETROLEUM & PROPANE
PRODUCTS

Triangle T Partners LLC

Valley Pacific Petroleum

Valley Pride Farming

www.vpps.net

PO Box 109
El Nido, CA 95317
(559) 665-5319

5 E River Park Pl E Ste 101
Fresno, CA 93720

Email: herb@valleyprideag.org

FARM MANAGEMENT
Agriland Farming Company Inc.
23400 Rd 24
Chowchilla, CA 93610
559-665-2100

www.agrilandfarming.com

FIGS
California Fig Advisory Board
1925 Howard Road
Madera, CA 93637

FINANCIAL
Central Valley Community Bank
7100 N Financial Dr.
Fresno, CA 93720
(559) 323-3472
www.cvcb.com

1633 E Mineral King Ave
Visalia, CA 93292-6937
1-800-266-3782

WATER, IRRIGATION & ENERGY
Chowchilla Water District
PO Box 905
Chowchilla, CA 93610
(559) 665-3747
www.cwdwater.com

Coldwell Solar

Rocklin Office
500 Menlo Dr. #100
Rocklin, CA 95765
916-435-2900
www.coldwellsolar.com

Deerpoint Group Inc.

1963 Independence Dr., CA 93637
(559) 224-4000
deerpointgroup.com
*Bold listings indicate Friend of Farm Bureau members.
For information on Friends of Farm Bureau please contact
our office at 559-674-8871
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though at heart we’re as small as a single
farmer. We pioneer innovations in plant
nutrition and food processing, research
new ways to feed animals and sustain
ecosystems, and strive to feed a growing global population. At Simplot, we’re
in the business of Bringing Earth’s Resources to Life. Our commitment to
Bringing Earth’s Resources to Life begins at the acre level by providing assistance and support via Simplot Grower
Solutions.
Your Simplot Crop Advisor is there
to assist you with products, services,
and agronomic expertise to make sure
you get the maximum, sustainable investment from your land every growing
season. Crop Advisors are true partners
in your efforts, and our mission is to
service and monitor all that we provide.

WINERIES
Agajanian
Family Patriarch Ardash Agajanian
(Gary Agajanian’s grandfather) came
to America from the village of Moush,
Armenia in 1914. He worked with an
Italian winemaker at the Armenian
owned MISSION BELL WINERY
in Madera, California. In 1922 Ardash planted 40 acres with winegrapes,
raisin grapes, tree fruit and walnuts.
Joseph Agajanian (Gary’s father) increased the grape plantings to over 800
acres throughout the 1960's to 1980's,
and continued to develop and improve
the vineyards that would later produce
award-winning wines. Joe also developed his talent with an artist’s brush
over the years, and it is his Sailing Ship
painting that is used in the Agajanian
Vineyards Label today.
Cardella Winery
The vineyards at Cardella Ranch were
first planted in the 1970s and have been
sold to premier California wineries ever
since. After graduating from the Enology and Viticulture program at Fresno
State University in 2004, fourth-generation Nathan Cardella founded Cardella Winery with his father Rod. They
believed premium artisan wines were
lacking in the San Joaquin Valley and
that the family's vineyards could help
fill this niche. Today the winery produces numerous award-winning variet-

Madera County Farm Bureau
ies and has earned a reputation for being
a cut above the rest. The Cardella family
is proud to contribute to the notoriety of
the the Panoche Circle and takes great
pride in producing food and wine for
the world to enjoy.
Lomac Winery
We are 4th generation grape growers.
Small boutique winery opened in 2009.
Tasting room & winery open Saturday
& Sunday 12p-5p, also available for private events.
Located at 2674 N. Westlawn Ave,
Fresno
Our wines can be purchased at Total
wine & More and at the winery. Find us
on Facebook!
Mission Bell Winery/Constellation
Brands
The original Pioneer Grape Vineyard
in 1870 and, though often replanted,
the
vineyard is still in production at the
“Mission Bell” winery. The vineyard
was sold to the
‘Madera Vineyard Co.’ in 1881. Ten
years later a large winery and distillery
facility was built
On the property with cooperage capacity of 140,000 gallons.
‘Italian Swiss Agricultural Colony’
next bought the winery holdings in
1896 and
Imported workman and vintners
from Italy to improve the growing and
processing of grapes into wine.
Krikor Arakelian then purchased
the property in 1919 and christened the
winery “Mission Bell”. Shortly before
Arakelian’s death in 1951, the winery
was sold and has passed through several
corporations. “Mission Bell Winery”
continues to be a major Madera County employer, producer and supplier of
wines throughout the world.
Constellation Brands is the visionary company behind the beer, wine and
spirits brands that you love and have
celebrated for over 70 years. Driven,
smart, passionate and agile, we’re never
content with the status quo, or playing it
safe. We thrive on innovation and new
ideas and are at our best when pushing
our boundaries.
Quady Winery
In a small San Joaquin valley town,
Andrew Quady discovered an unused
patch of the rare Orange Muscat grape

varietal, known in Italy as Moscato Fior
d’Arancio. These grapes became the
first Essensia. This marked the birth
of Quady Winery's muscat expertise
- where the rich flavors of rare muscat
varietals are celebrated and intensified
rather than blended and softened.
The varieties we use are rare, delicious expressions of the fruit filled San
Joaquin Valley. The winemaking style
is rich, full bodied, perfectly balanced,
and unparalleled in any other muscat
you can find.
San Joaquin Wine Co.
San Joaquin Wine Company was
founded in 2005 as the fulfillment of a
personal passion.
Wine production started in 2009 with
4 varietals in the “Moody Press Cellars” label and has grown to 18 different
varietals and 9 labels. SJWC now sells
over 22,000 cases, which are primarily
inter-state wholesale sales, and exports
to Japan, China, Canada, Denmark and
Vietnam. Retail sales contribute to the
business through our on-site Tasting
Room, local restaurants and stores.
The Wine Group
Established in 1981, The Wine Group
(TWG) is the world’s second-largest
wine producer by volume. TWG is a
privately-held,
management-owned
company with a portfolio of leading
brands, including Cupcake, Franzia,
flipflop and Almaden.

BREWERIES
Donaghy Sales
Anheuser-Busch Wholesalers, together with 12 breweries and a vast
network of shippers, provide the most
extensive and effective beer distribution
system in the brewing industry. Refrigerated warehouses and computer-based
inventory systems make sure our Retailers and Customers get the freshest,
highest-quality beer available anywhere
Riley’s Brewing Co.
I spent many hours of my life next to
my grandfather while he brewed beer
and he would tell me stories of his and
my parents’ brewing experiences.
I started with five gallon batches
and it was a process to figure out how
to brew it just right. My biggest critics were my dad and grandfather; talk
about no mercy! If it was a bad batch,

they made sure I knew it and I’d start
all over again.
With that, Riley’s Brewing Co. was
born and we were off; several thousand
cases down, only several billion more to
go…
Sequoia Brewing Co.
Scott and Michele Kendall purchased
Butterfield Brewing Company in February 2000. Butterfield’s started in the
Spring of 1989 with award winning
Brewmaster Kevin Cox in the heart of
the historical Tower District, Fresno,
California. They changed the name to
Sequoia Brewing Company in October of 2003 to wholesale their beer. The
Micro Brewing Company and Restaurant with outdoor dining is known as a
neighborhood icon in Fresno; offering
their award winning ales and lagers,
great food and a full bar with patio.
In 2010 Andrew Ford replaced Kevin
Cox, who went on to become head brewmaster at Tioga-SequoiaBrewig Co in
downtown Fresno. Sequoia Brewing
Company and Tioga-Sequoia Brewing
Company are two separately owned and
operated companies that have partnered
together to bring fresh local craft beer
to the San Joaquin Valley.
The Tap House
The Tap House is founded by the
Franklin Family who share a passion
for craft beer and good food. Dustin has
always dreamed of opening a restaurant
and he couldn’t think of a better place
than his hometown of Madera. We are
excited to contribute to the excitement
and be part of the growing community
that makes Madera a vibrant place. Our
goal is to serve award-winning beer,
specialty wines and hand-crafted pizza
in a warm and casual setting. The Tap
House is a quality, local dining experience that will leave you feeling like
family!
Tioga Sequoia
Tioga-Sequoia Brewing Company
was founded in 2007 with a mission of
producing world class beers that could
bring awareness and resources to the
preservation of the Southern Sierra Nevada Mountains in California. In 2010
we planted our flag in Downtown Fresno, CA and decided to take our journey of becoming the San Joaquin Valley’s local brewery a step further. Our

See RECOGNIZES; Page 7
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ALLOCATIONS
Continued from Page 1

Authority.
Rubin went on to add that the allocations this year are particularly harmful
to communities served by CVP water
because they depend on higher allocations in years of water abundance to offset lower allocations in dry years.
“The state’s groundwater aquifers
need to be replenished when supplies
are available but that cannot happen if
water deliveries are limited when surface water is available to deliver to farmers,” said Rubin.
Rubin called on Reclamation and
other federal agencies to reevaluate
their decision-making process given the
fact that the restrictive operations of the
CVP have been counterproductive for
all uses of water, including for environmental purposes.
“The federal government continues
to report a decline in fish populations.
Communities served by the CVP have
received progressively lower allocations
which has impacted groundwater and
water quality. And, farmers have been
forced to fallow land and cut food production due to the uncertainly around
water deliveries,” the statement says.
Congressman Jim Costa issued a
statement over the water allocation
amount on Sunday, April 22. He con-

RECOGNIZES

Continued from Page 6

beer and brands reflect the greatness
of the region we brew in. We highlight
the beauty of the Southern Sierras that
run along the Eastern side of the San
Joaquin Valley that include landmarks
such as Yosemite National Park, Sierra National Forest, Sequoia National
Park, Kings Canyon National Park, and
Sequoia National Forest. We also integrate and feature local flavor, creativity,
and culture in our products to give our
valley residents a sense of pride in what
they drink and support.

LOCAL CUISINE
Back Street Bar & Grill
Backstreet Bar & Grill is your go-to

Photo Contributed
The San Luis and Delta-Mendota Water Authority say CVP contractors deserve greater allocations after “wettest year on record”

curred with the Water Authority that
the Bureau of Reclamations allocation
and timing has put growers in a pinch
when it comes to their business.
“The delayed announcement, coupled
with the partial water allocations in a

year where California has been blessed
with record rainfall is simply unacceptable,” Costa said. “Farmers are in the
middle of planting season. They are assessing their resources, meeting with
their bankers, and applying for business

loans. This delayed water allocation announcement hinders farmers’ ability to
plant crops and sign contracts, which
affects their bottom line and ultimately
impacts California’s agriculture industry and our nation’s food supply.” ■

local pub in the Madera area. Our customers come in to enjoy our satisfying
Philly cheesesteaks, fresh cut fries and
our delicious burgers. Our inviting atmosphere, friendly staff, savory food,
great drinks and pool table are what
bring our customers back again and
again.
Locally owned and operated, Backstreet Bar & Grill has been serving delicious burgers and beers to the people
of Madera since 2006. We hope to see
you soon!

graduations, business meetings, political parties, repass receptions, weddings,
private chef, etc.
In 2016, I woke up one day just wanting to cook for people. I've always enjoyed seeing people eat my food as I
entertained for family or friend functions. I started cooking at the age of 7
with my Foster Mother Benetta Tibbs.
She taught me the foundation of cooking. Experiment. Always presentation.
Love. And when cooking, taste as you
go. You can always add to your food but
can't take away from it.
Everything that I've done for MoJo's
has come out of my blood, sweat and
tears. I gave MoJo's to God.

Players Smoked BBQ
The key ingredient is our hand picked
meat. We use only the best quality
meats. We wouldn't serve you something we would't feed our own family.

Mojo’s Catering
At MoJo's we show our clients how
service is done.
We specialize in Gourmet Comfort
food. The sky is the limit with what we
can prepare.
MoJo's caters most parties; birthday,

Ostionera Gudalajara Restaurant
Visit us at 1220 W. 16th Street, Merced

The Vineyard Restaurant
Since the Vineyard Restaurant opened
in 1977 we have featured the rich variety of foods and wines from Madera
and the San Joaquin Valley. Our menu
reflects our Italian traditions while being open to modern influences and innovations. The Vineyard is conveniently
located at the junction of Highway 145
and Highway 99, in the center of the
San Joaquin Valley and the state. This
central location makes the Vineyard
an excellent meeting point for family,
friends and business meetings. ■

interested in advertising? contact: Debra Leak AT Mid-Valley publishing (559) 638-2244
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Thirty years later farmers continue to struggle and
the CA Ag Mediation Program is still here to help
and who in some cases
took their own lives

spite the fierce independence of the

other exit strategy. The

when farmers know about resources,

because they saw no

Act authorized each
state to certify a medi-

ation program to help

farmers and ranchers
resolve problems with
farm loans, credit issues, adverse decisions

from the USDA, and
several

lenges.

other

chal-

Still Strong 30 Years

Later. Today, forty-

one states have established agricultural mediation programs and
they continue to be a

resource for producers.

Yet even thirty years
later, farmers are still
struggling, especially

in the dairy sector over

the last few years as
well as other sectors

Congress Helps Farmers in 1987. In
1987, Congress passed the Agricultural Credit Act of 1987 as a lifeline for

producers who have seen their interest
rates turn double digit, lost export markets, watched their land values crash

farming community, data shows that

they use them. The California Agricultural Mediation Program (CALAMP)
is an important resource for farmers to
know about. CALAMP is confidential,

voluntary and FREE for any farm loan
or credit issue or adverse decision from

the USDA. We also can address certain federal farm and conservation programs; wetlands determinations; grazing permits on national forest system

lands; and rural housing loans. If we are
not authorized to mediate a case for free

under the Act, we will work on ways to
make the cost reasonable. Maintaining positive business relationships with

lenders, creditors, and USDA personnel
is key. We can facilitate conversations

that have become difficult and help you
gather the information necessary to

make an informed decision about the
best path forward.

Where can I get more information?

due to continuing wa-

Requesting mediation is easy. Visit

astating freezes. Once

mediation” or call (916) 330-4500 and

articles

how

for the Southern California Program

to circumstances be-

or 104 for the Northern California Pro-

as producers search for

You can also email CA Agricultural

ter shortages and dev-

www.calamp.org and click on “request

again, we are seeing

dial ext. 101 for Matt Strassberg, 103

lives are impacted due

Coordinator Mary Madison Campbell,

yond anyone’s control

gram Coordinator Julia Rose Golomb.

ways to preserve their

Mediation Program Staff at matts@

about

legacy and their lands in an uncertain
world.

A Free Resource for Producers. De-

emcenter.org;

maryc@emcenter.org;

and juliag@emcenter.org. ■
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California nut crops may fare better than wine under Chinese tariffs

Rabobank report says
U.S. pork industry may
be hit the hardest under
new tariffs by China
By Todd Fitchette,
Western Farm Press
April 17, 2018

As new Chinese tariffs on U.S. agricultural products go into effect, economic analysis suggests impacts to
California producers may be moderate
at the most.
The largest unknown at this point will
be what China does to moderate U.S.
exports through Hong Kong, which
currently are not assessed the same tariffs, says Roland Fumasi, vice president
and senior analyst with Rabobank. It’s
only those products direct-shipped to
China that are subject to the tariffs, he
says.
“I know that most industry organizations are going to see these tariffs as a
big deal, but this is not a big percentage of our production, and we’re largely
diversified in our exports. The big question remains: What China does with
shipments through Hong Kong.”
Rabobank recently published a report
on the potential implications the Chinese tariffs could have on U.S. agribusiness. Fumasi is one of several contributors to the report.
Overall, the volume of California
products direct-shipped to China is
low, the report notes. About 4 percent
of U.S. exports in the fruit and nut category and 2 percent of vegetable exports
go to China. That is still not insignificant, he says, as some commodities do
have higher levels of exports.
CRITICAL GROWTH MARKET
For instance, California directly ships
5 percent of its walnut production to
China. That compares to 3 percent of
U.S. pistachio production and about 1.5
percent of U.S. almonds. More almonds
are shipped through Hong Kong than
to the mainland.
“While fruit and tree nut exports to

See TARIFFS; Page 15

HEAT ILLNESS
TRAINING
BACK SAFETY
SLIPS/TRIPS
& FALLS
WHEN

May 17, 2018
8:00 am - 11:30 am
English

1:00 pm –4:30 pm

COST

$25 Members
$40 Non-Members

SCHEDULE
English
8:00 a.m. Registration
8:30 a.m. Heat Illness
10:00 a.m. Slips/Trips/Falls
11:00 a.m. Back Safety

WHERE

Spanish
1:00 p.m. Registration
1:30 p.m. Heat Illness
3:00 p.m. Slips/Trips/Falls
4:00 p.m. Back Safety

1102 S. Pine Street, Madera

PRESENTED BY

Madera County Farm Bureau
Ben Hayes Hall

Spanish

LEAD SPONSORS:

EVENT SPONSORS:

D&D Ag Services, Central Valley Farmland Trust, Fresno Madera Farm
Credit, Setton Pistachio of Terra Bella Inc.

WWW.MADERAFB.COM OR CALL (559)674-8871 FOR MORE INFO
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Perdue: ag not only soldiers in trade battle
By Ron Smith 2,
Western Farm Press
April 18, 2018

Photo Contributed
Secretary of Agriculture Perdue tells Tennessee audience that agriculture will not bear brunt
of retaliatory tariffs.

let in Washington,” he said, but added
that USDA will work to find markets.
Perdue said a push to get 2 percent
flavored milk into schools may be one
option, and noted that USDA was suc-

cessful in getting 1 percent flavored
milk into schools last year.
Working on solutions
Perdue said USDA and the admin-

See TRADE BATTLE; Page 11

It’s great how
farming brings
people together.
We offer Nationwide farm and
ranch insurance and would
welcome the chance to discuss it
with you.

Steven Barsotti

Jared Schoettler

Foster & Parker Insurance
0551757
(559) 674-8536
(800) 441-3259
sbarsotti@fosterparker.com

9314

Nationwide and the Nationwide N and Eagle are service
marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. © 2017
Nationwide GPO-0292AO (06/16) 5691372

15013

Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue Tuesday reassured farmers that
President Trump will not leave them to
take the brunt of any retaliatory tariffs
China might impose in response to the
administration’s efforts to pressure the
Chinese into a fair trade policy.
“The president will not let you be the
only soldiers in the battle,” Perdue told
a standing room crowd at the Tennessee Farmers Cooperative in Knoxville.
“Farmers don’t like cheaters and stealers
and those who don’t play by the rules,”
he added. “The president wants China
to play by the rules. I think he has got
China’s attention. We want China as a
customer; we want fair trading partners
across the globe. China has to play fair.”
Perdue touched on two Tennessee
commodities, milk and tobacco, that are
struggling with lost markets. “We have
an oversupply of milk and we have to
figure that out. We have no magic bul-

istration are “working on solutions”
to market issues. “We may not have it
done by the end of May.”
He acknowledged that some dairies
are likely to go out of business, and, as a
former dairyman, added that “exiting a
dairy business is a complex undertaking.
Animals have to be fed and milked.” He
mentioned that the impact on beef markets when herds are liquidated affects
all livestock producers.
He added that tobacco consumption
has declined, but did not rule out the
possibility that China action could be
hurting the tobacco market. “We don’t
have as many choices with tobacco. We
will do what we can.”
He didn’t focus solely on China but
noted that Canada also employs unfair trading practices, limiting import
of several commodities. “We want fair
trade with Canada, too,” he said. “We
do want NAFTA.”
Perdue said a much-needed infrastructure package “is coming along.
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TRADE BATTLE
Continued from Page 10

We have locks and dams that could fail
at any time.” In addition to locks and
dam, he said the program would target
bridges, highways and improvements to
broadband availability to rural areas.
Broadening exemption for farm
trucking is also on a list of issues to address, he says, noting that small operators are at a disadvantage with electronic log requirements. He said that is part
of a largescale process of “unwinding
regulations that are layered on so much
that they hamper productivity. We are
looking at USDA regulations that impede productivity, and unwinding those
so you can get back to what you do best
— produce.”
He said farmers get more productive
every year as they streamline to produce
more food. “Precision agriculture is a
factor,” he added.
See, Secretary Perdue addresses
Tennessee ag interests Photo Gallery,
https://bit.ly/2qIFSGS.
Deregulation
Perdue said April 17 is tax day, the
deadline to file 2017 income taxes, and

offers an opportunity to talk about a big
deregulation. “A tax is a regulation,” he
said, and the recently enacted tax law,
“offers benefits to agriculture,” including cash accounting and 20 percent pass
through, among other advantages.
“It also increased the child deduction,” he said. “Agriculture will benefit
from growth in the general economy.”
In response to a question from the audience on immigration reform, Perdue
acknowledged that labor is one of three
issues that farmers across the country
always bring up. Trade and regulation
are the other two. “Legal farm workers
are important,” he said. “We continue
to work with Homeland Security and
other agencies, and we recognize that
the people working on farms are not the
people who cause trouble. We need a
simpler, friendlier and faster H2A program,” he added. He noted that several
bills are being considered in Congress.
“We want a simple program so farmers
can depend on a labor supply.”
He fielded several questions regarding the farm bill, but noted that the text
of the House bill has not been released
and the Senate has not completed its
version. “We just don’t have the num-

bers yet,” he said. He did acknowledge
that the budget will be a sticking point
across the board and that USDA “is
willing to do our part.”
To one questioner who asked about
programs for beginning farmers and for
rural entrepreneurs who want to take
advantage of “added value” programs
available in current farm policy, he said
all those programs will be evaluated as
the bills make their way out of committees and debate begins.
Farm bill
He said he hopes to see a farm bill
passed by both houses in 2018, but acknowledged that the House version has
a bone of contention with the provision
in the nutrition title that would require
at least 20 hours of work to qualify for
food stamps.
Perdue said farmers want a reliable
safety net, a program that will step in
when production or markets fall to the
point that makes continuing to farm
unfeasible. He said farmers are not
looking for handouts. “I’ve never met a
good farmer who did not want to make
a crop and get a good price,” he said.
He said his role as secretary of agri-

culture is to take the concerns of agriculture back to the president and to
communicate the president’s ideas back
to the agriculture industry.
Blount County, Tenn., farmer Susan
Keller, who farms with her husband
John and son Sam, said farmers need for
Washington to understand. “When they
slap on something, it goes far along the
food chain, not just to a commodity. At
times, it seems like Washington looks at
us like we’re a bunch of hicks.” ■

contact

Debra Leak

To ADVERTISE IN THE
MADERA COUNTY
FARM BUREAU

(559) 638-2244

5G Series Narrow Specialty Tractor
The new 5GV and 5GN Series Tractors are the perfect
fit for the narrower rows producers are adopting to
conserve water. Plus, they stand their ground when it
comes to the toughest jobs out there.

5ML Low-Profile Utility Tractor
• 115 hp† PowerTech™ engine
• 16F/16R PowrReverser™ transmission
• Newly designed low-profile hood for improved
visibility and access

High-performance. Low-profile design.

Better for your operation.
Visit us at www.fresnoequipment.com

6M Series Utility Tractors
• Low-profile design perfect for orchards, nurseries,
vineyards and other hard-to-reach areas
• 110 to 130 hp†

Fresno • 4288 S. Bagley • 559-486-8020 | Five Points • 21350 S. Lassen Ave • 559-884-2425

216078

†Manufacturer’s estimate of power (ISO) per 97/68/EC.
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Maintaining electrical systems and machinery
The following information is provided by Nationwide, the #1 farm and ranch insurer in the U.S
of a scheduled preventive maintenance
program.
Infrared thermography is the practice
of using specialized electronic cameras
to identify heat patterns and, in special
situations, to measure temperatures.
The most typical type of thermography
cameras produce live and still images of
heat radiation, called thermograms or
thermographs. Thermal imaging cameras can detect very minor temperature
differentials that can be useful in analyzing potential problem areas in your
electrical production equipment.

If not detected and corrected early, excessive heat due to problems with electrical or mechanical systems can lead to
equipment failures, lengthy production
shut-downs and catastrophic fires.
More than two-thirds of electrical
system failures can be prevented by
having a routine preventive maintenance program. In fact, the failure rate
of electrical equipment is three times
higher for components that aren’t part

Benefits of thermographic surveys
• Early detection of problem areas,
allowing sufficient time to acquire replacement parts or perform necessary
maintenance
• More accurate estimates of equipment life span
• Reduction or prevention of emergency maintenance
• Improved overall productivity and
profitability
Who should consider thermographic surveys?

• Businesses with very limited operational seasons that cannot tolerate even
minimal downtime
• Businesses with continuous multiple shifts, which do not permit extended maintenance periods
• Operations with critical equipment
that could pose a severe bottleneck to
production, or which have a substantial
replacement lead time
• Businesses with budgets that want
to reduce maintenance costs
Nationwide maintains a staff of
trained Level 1 certified thermographers available to conduct site surveys
of your facility. Associates are located in
Alabama, California, Iowa, Nebraska,
North Carolina, Ohio and Oklahoma,
but surveys outside of these states can
be arranged.
Upon completion of the site survey, a
report is provided that includes thermal
images of any potential problem areas
and recommendations for corrective actions
To learn more or to request a thermal
imaging survey, contact your agribusiness risk management consultant at Nationwide by calling 1-800-228-6700 or

visit nationwide.com/cfbf.
Products underwritten by Nationwide
Agribusiness Insurance Company, Farmland Mutual Insurance Company, Allied
Property and Casualty Insurance Company and AMCO Insurance Company.
Products and discounts not available to all
persons in all states. Nationwide, the Nationwide N and Eagle and Nationwide is
on your side are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. © 2018
Nationwide.
MyNSightOnline.com features extensive risk management and safety expertise articles. Nationwide customers
can log into MyNSightOnline to access
additional risk management tools, resources, training and worker’s compensation information developed specifically for farmers and ranchers. Simply
visit
Farm.NationwideAgribusiness.
com to log in or click “Sign up for account access.” For help signing up, contact the Farm Service Center at 1-800418-3188.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY At Your Service

Valley Feed
121 N. Gateway Drive
Madera, CA 93637

Tree & Vine Supplies
Ph: (559) 674-6735 • Fax: (559) 661-7200

• Fuels
• Lubricants
• Propane
1300 S. Gateway Drive
P.O. Box 1263
Madera, CA 93639

(559) 673-3597
(800) 421-3370
(559) 673-6608 fax

For all your Service, Parts & Sales Needs

IRRIGATING THE VALLEY SINCE
1967
DESIGN THROUGH INSTALLATION
559-673-4261
559-674-4078

19170 HWY 99
MADERA, CA 93637

1100 South Madera Ave (Hwy 145), Madera

(559) 674-5661
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Commentary: Members assure
Farm Bureau remains a leading voice
By Kate Fuso,
Ag Alert
April 11, 2018

Farm Bureau occupies a unique position in representing the interests of
California farmers and ranchers. In addition to having the largest number of
members of a California trade association engaged in farming and ranching,
Farm Bureau remains at the forefront in
many areas.
In state legislative advocacy, for example, the California Farm Bureau
Federation generally ranks in or near
the top 100 advocacy groups in California, out of more than 2,500 such groups
registered by the Secretary of State.
Few agricultural groups have this level
of activity. In addition, CFBF remains
a leader in political action and has four
advocates who specialize in federal policy.
We also have an unparalleled commu-

nications program, with the most-read
agricultural periodical in the state (Ag
Alert®), and an award-winning magazine and weekly television program
(both titled California Bountiful®) intended for a non-farm audience. Our
communications professionals work
daily to inform farmers and ranchers
and to reach out to media and the public
on key issues affecting California agriculture.
Farm Bureau is the only trade association with a team of experienced lawyers
who work on agricultural issues on an
ongoing basis to influence the all-important judicial branch of government,
and conduct detailed policy analysis on
myriad water, land use and regulatory
issues affecting farmers and ranchers.
Most importantly, we are No. 1 in
grassroots representation via 53 county
Farm Bureaus, which work on the front
lines with media, local elected officials
and government agencies.

Achieving that level of service is
something we have had to cultivate over
years and has taken the work of dedicated members like all of you. To be the
largest and most comprehensive organization boils down to one thing: you, the
member. All our members help ensure
the strength of Farm Bureau.
Membership numbers matter, which
is why Farm Bureau continuously seeks
new members to join our cause.
Many of you joined Farm Bureau for
a variety of reasons. For some, Farm
Bureau has been a part of your family for generations; it is something your
grandparents or great-grandparents
joined years ago, and you have kept the
tradition alive. For others, you came to
Farm Bureau for the information and
representation you need to keep your
operation viable; with the ever-changing regulations and issues facing us,
Farm Bureau is your go-to source for
what you need to know.

Whatever your motivation for joining, we thank you for being a member.
The time and effort you place into being engaged and active in Farm Bureau
helps shape the future of this organization and, in turn, how agriculture is
perceived in California.
Looking forward, we must keep
reaching out to new members in order
to maintain the strength and influence
of our organization. We also need to
look beyond the traditional family farm
membership and start looking at the
number of farmers your operation represents.
Many of you operate your own farm
or ranch. Some of you have family or
other employees on the operation. Have
they been asked to be a Farm Bureau
member? Have they taken the step to
become involved in an organization
whose sole purpose is to keep your California farm or ranch in business? If not,

See COMMENTARY; Page 14
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DAN HOEKSTRA - (805) 839-8292 - CalBRE01942198
RUSS WAYMIRE - (559) 977-6000 - CalBRE01763629

8798

Call or Text Dan Hoekstra to join our email list!
Check our website for current listings at: www.hoekstra-associates.com

216147

23.5 AC Dover & 12th Ave., Class 1 Soil, 3 Parcels, New Well, Hanford, $928,250
30 AC Fruit & Nut, Ag well & Laguna ID, Great soils, Laton, $29,500/Ac REDUCED
120.3 AC Walnut Ranch, planted in 2009, Well and District, Hanford $6,616,500 SOLD
165.22 AC Pistachio Ranch, planted 2006, Firebaugh $4,460,940
176.8 AC 1000 Cow Dairy, Jacobs Irrigation District, Lemoore $2,250,000 REDUCED
233.09 AC Open Land, Pixley ID, good soils, 2 wells, Corcoran $13,500/Ac
NEW 357.27 Ac Producing Almonds 120 Ac & Producing Pistachios 77 ac & 160 ac
Open Land, Semi Tropic WD Contract Water & Well Water, Wasco, Ca. $7,912,640
473.1 AC Open Land, KDWD, good soils, 2 older wells, Bakersfield $25,000/Ac
475 Ac Blackwells Corner, Hwy 46 & Hwy 33 Commercial Options $3,368 per ac.
NEW 692.58 Ac Poms, Vines & Open W/Great Production, Excellent Water District &
Well Water Priced to Sell @ $20,214 per ac.
1009 AC Farmland, wells, good soils, 999 AF Adj. Water, Willow Springs $9,500/Ac
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I encourage you to ask them to become
a member today.
Being from the most agriculturally di-

Madera County Farm Bureau
verse state in the nation, it is important
that we unite for the common cause of
protecting and promoting agriculture.
We need all generations working in a
farming operation to be involved and

engaged, because no matter where you
are in your career, the decisions made
today will affect how your farm remains
prosperous for years to come.
Reach out to those in your own fam-

JUNE 1, 2018
LAST CHANCE
TO ENTER FOR A LES BAER*

To purchase a calendar or Les Baer
Raffle Ticket, please contact Madera County
Farm Bureau at (559) 674-8871 or email
office@maderafb.com.
Calendars can be purchased with cash or check only. If you would like a
calendar mailed, there will be an additional $10 expense. Once a name is
drawn, it is removed from the drawing. Winners may re-enter for $150
before July 5, 2018 and $100 after. There is no limit on the number of
calendars that can be purchased.
Fee’s associated with the gun (registration/license) will be responsibility
the of the winner, not Farm Bureau.

ily and encourage them to become Farm
Bureau members themselves, so we can
sustain and enhance our work in protecting family farms and ranches. Individuals in each generation of your family need to have their own memberships
and become full-fledged participants in
the important work we do.
On my family's winegrape operation
in Lodi, this means that not only do my
husband and I have memberships, but
also my parents, my brother, my grandmother, my uncle and my two cousins
have their own, separate memberships.
We recognize we each have a stake in
the game as farmers and that we all
need to be members to strengthen our
impact.
Asking someone to join Farm Bureau
is as simple as starting a conversation
at the dinner table or a business meeting. Sharing your story, and the impact
Farm Bureau has had in your daily life,
is the best message to share. Often, people do not realize the breadth of work
Farm Bureau accomplishes on their behalf and how its work has affected their
bottom line. Help expand Farm Bureau
within your family, friends and neighbors, and spread the word among your
business associates whose livelihoods
depend on agriculture.
Our collective membership allows
Farm Bureau to be the premier agricultural membership organization protecting and promoting California family
farms and ranches. Its foundation was
built by farmers and rural residents
joining together for a unified cause. We
need you and others to be active and
engaged members to prosper for years
to come.
Don't stand on the sidelines. Help us
rally others to join our cause and be part
of the organization that sets the course
for your farm's future.
People interested in joining Farm
Bureau may contact a county Farm Bureau, visit the CFBF website at www.
cfbf.com or call our toll-free member
help line at 800-698-FARM. It's quick,
it's easy and it's important.
(Kate Fuso is marketing manager for
the California Farm Bureau Federation.
She may be contacted at kfuso@cfbf.
com.) ■
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pean Union. China imports about 2
million cases of U.S. wine annually —
much of it at higher price points. Demand for luxury wine is relatively high
in Hong Kong.
While wine shipments to China represent less than 1 percent of total California production, the U.S. could lose
market share to France, Italy, and Spain

because of the tariffs.

PORK HIT HARDEST
Pork is currently the most impacted
of agricultural goods from the United
States going to China. Tariffs there of
25 percent could result in a 60 percent
decline in exports this year; cut-out val-

FOR SALE

See TARIFFS; Page 16
216705

wine imports to China will represent
“a moderate setback,” the Rabobank
report says. It will make the new tariff
rates 29 percent to45 percent, depending on the variety, Fumasi notes.
This could be troublesome for U.S.
wine makers; China and Hong Kong
are the third-largest importers of U.S.
wines behind Canada and the Euro-

‘04 New Holland TS100A
1700 hrs., excellent condition,
owner operated
$22,000 OBO
Call Travis@ (559) 779-4909

6131

WINE: A MODERATE SETBACK
The new 15 percent tariff on U.S.

Photo Contributed
Because California walnuts ship a higher percentage of the crop to China, new tariffs on agricultural goods may impact this segment more
significantly than other tree nut growers.

8858

China generally represent a small percentage of total U.S. exports in this
category, China is viewed as a critical
growth market for future demand expansion,” the report says. Since 2000,
U.S. fruit and nut exports to China
increased by a compounded annual
growth rate (CAGR) of 18 percent,
while exports to the rest of the world
grew at a CAGR of 7 percent.
While relatively low, China does play
a significant role in trade, accounting
for a higher percentage of specific products shipped from the U.S.
The new tariffs on fruits and nuts
are in addition to existing tariffs. For
shelled almonds the tariffs rose from 10
percent to 25 percent. The previous tariff on inshell almonds was 24 percent.
The new 15 percent charge makes that
close to 40 percent.
U.S. walnuts are now subject to a 40
percent tariff after the 15 percent hike
recently announced. Fumasi says China
is the world’s largest producer of walnuts, and may be wanting to curb competition against domestic production.
American macadamia nuts, apricots,
and cherries could suffer greater overall
impact, since 10 percent of U.S. production of these crops is shipped to China.
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ues in the short-term may drop 10 percent to 15 percent.
U.S. pork expansion will likely suffer, the report notes. Total demand, absent the Chinese tariffs, was expected
to grow 3.2 percent through the end of
this year. Earlier estimates put domestic consumption of pork at 9.8 million

tons and export demand at 2.6 million
tons. Of those exports, 11 percent was
expected to be shipped to China.
Rabobank estimates that the tariff could pull 120,000 tons of carcass
weight from the market, dragging down
hog prices. In the short-term, the U.S.
pork industry will need to seek alternative markets to accommodate 180,000
tons of excess supply.
While domestic pork consumption

may rise slightly, the impacts to other
protein sources like chicken and beef
cannot be ignored, the report says. It
could take about a year for the U.S. pork
industry to reduce production and give
some support to what may be a lengthy
period of lower producer prices.
Ripple effects from pork may spread
to grain and oilseed prices as demand
for feed growth declines. “Corn and
soybean production may face a reduc-

tion of around 100,000 to 150,000
acres, due directly to the decrease in
pork feed demand,” the report says.
For the time being U.S. soybean shipments to China may be safe from the
new tariffs, since China’s dependency
on the crop remains high. Global supplies of soybeans are insufficient to
make up any losses in U.S. exports that
could occur under potential tariffs on
the crop. ■
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Our customers know us for:

Equipment Solutions....
Guaranteed

LOW
MONTHLY
PAYMENTS
AVAILABLE1
AND
*

Compact Utility Tractors
• 4 unique tractor families to meet your needs
• 24.1-66 hp† engines
• Tons of features and • Cab or open-station models available
attachments available

We’re dedicated to ensuring our
customers get the right solutions and
equipment at the right price. Stop
by today, and see why our customers
always enjoy their experience.

MidlandTractor.com

MADERA - 1901 West Cleveland Ave • 1-800-948-7228 (across from the Madera County Fairgrounds)
1Subject to approved installment credit with John Deere Financial. Some restrictions apply; other special rates and terms may be
available, so see your dealer for details and other financing options. Valid only at participating U.S dealers. *All Compact Utility Tractors
purchased new from an authorized John Deere Dealer come standard with a 6-year/2000 hour (whichever comes first) Powertrain
Warranty. See the Limited Warranty for New John Deere Turf & Utility Equipment at dealer for details.†Manufacturer’s estimate of power
(ISO) per 97/68/EC.
MTC6X50407MCFB-4C
216103

